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CITY OF BENSON 
CITY COUNCIL 


JANUARY 22, 2018 – 7:00 P.M.  
REGULAR MEETING              


 
A REGULAR MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF BENSON, ARIZONA  


WILL BE HELD ON JANUARY 22, 2018 AT 7:00 P.M.,  
AT BENSON CITY HALL,  


120 W. 6TH STREET, BENSON, ARIZONA       
 
                                                                               _________________________________ 
                                                                                      Vicki L. Vivian, CMC, City Clerk 
 


A G E N D A 
 
The Council may discuss, direct, consider and take possible action as indicated below pertaining to the following: 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  The Call to Order will consist of the Mayor calling the Council to order.  The Mayor or his 
designee shall then lead those present in the Pledge of Allegiance before introducing the invocation speaker, who 
will offer the invocation. 
 
ROLL CALL:  The City Clerk shall call the roll of the members, and the names of those present shall be entered in 
the minutes. 


 
EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION:  The Mayor shall use this time to present employment awards to those City 
employees or to present recognition awards for specific acts regarding public service, if any.   
 
PROCLAMATION:   A proclamation of the Mayor and Council declaring February 3, 2018 and hence forth every 
year on the first Saturday of February to be “The Four Chaplains Memorial Ceremony Day.”    
 
PUBLIC HEARING:   None                  
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  Communications and comments from the citizens regarding the City of Benson or 
other matters properly addressed to the City Council shall be heard by the Council.  Such remarks shall be 
addressed to the Council as a whole and shall be limited to five (5) minutes unless this time is adjusted in the 
discretion of the Mayor or Council.  ** 


 
CITY MANAGER REPORT:  The City Manager will announce meetings and events taking place regarding 
matters involving or related to the City of Benson. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 


1. Discussion and possible action on the Consent Agenda:  ***      
1a. Minutes of the December 5, 2017 Special Meeting  * 
1b. Minutes of the December 11, 2017 Regular Meeting  * 
1c. Minutes of the January 16, 2018 Special Meeting  * 
1d. Resignation of Phyllis Little from the Benson Historic Preservation Commission  * 
1e. Resignation of Barbara Thompson from the Benson Planning & Zoning Commission  * 
1f. Invoices processed for the period from December 29, 2017 through January 10, 2018  * 
 


2. Discussion and possible action regarding Resolution 2-2018 of the Mayor and Council of the City of 
Benson, Arizona, directing the City’s Banking partners to recognize the signatures of said officers on 
electronic fund transfers, checks for deposit and/or withdrawal; and declaring an emergency with respect to 
this resolution – Debra Trate, Finance Director  * 
  


3. Discussion and possible regarding Resolution 3-2018 of the Mayor and Council of the City of Benson, 
Arizona, authorizing the City Manager and/or the Fire Chief to apply for an Assistance to Firefighters Grant 
for communication equipment (Portable Radios) – Keith Spangler, Fire Chief  * 
 


EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Pursuant to A.R.S. section 38-431.03(A)(3) and (4), about a possible voluntary 
separation agreement with City Manager William D. Stephens 


 
4. Discussion and possible action on a proposed voluntary separation agreement with City Manager William D. 


Stephens – Gary Cohen, City Attorney 
 


EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Pursuant to A.R.S section 38-431.03(A)(1) and (3), about possibly appointing an 
interim City Manager and terms thereof 
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5. Discussion and possible action on the appointment of an interim City Manager – Gary Cohen, City 


Attorney 
 


EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Pursuant to A.R.S. section 38-431.03(A)(1) and (3), about possible search for a new, 
non-interim City Manager 


 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS:  Written Department Reports will be provided to Councilmembers as part of the 
Council packet monthly, discussion and direction to Staff, if any, may ensue. 


 
ADJOURNMENT 
  
POSTED this 19th of January, 2018 
 
Material related to the City Council meeting is available for public review the day before and the day of the 
meeting, during office hours, at the City Clerk’s Office located at 120 W. 6th Street, Benson, Arizona, 520-586-
2245 x 2011. 
 
All facilities are handicapped accessible.  If you have a special accessibility need, please contact Vicki L. Vivian, 
City Clerk, at (520) 586-2245 or TDD: (520) 586-3624, no later than eight (8) hours before the scheduled meeting 
time.   
 
Any invocation that may be offered before the start of regular Council business shall be the voluntary offering of a 
private citizen, for the benefit of the Council and the citizens present.  The views or beliefs expressed by the 
invocation speaker have not been previously reviewed or approved by the Council, and the Council does not 
endorse the religious beliefs or views of this, or any other speaker. 
 
Executive Sessions – Upon a vote of the majority of the City Council, the council may enter into Executive 
Sessions pursuant to Arizona Revised Statues §38-431.03 (A)(3) to obtain legal advice on matters listed on the 
Agenda. 
 


* Denotes an Exhibit in addition to the Council Communication 
 


** Call to the Public 
 
Arizona Revised Statutes §38-431.01(H) provides that “A public body may make an open call to the public during a 
public meeting, subject to reasonable time, place and manner restrictions to allow individuals to address the public 
body on any issue within the jurisdiction of the public body.  At the conclusion of an open call to the public, 
individual members of the public body may respond to criticism made by those who have addressed the public 
body, may ask staff to review a matter or may ask that a matter be put on a future agenda.  However, members of 
the public body shall not discuss or take legal action on matters raised during an open call to the public unless the 
matters are properly noticed for discussion and legal action.”  As such, a Call to the Public, if on the agenda, is 
provided as a courtesy. 
 
In order to speak during the Call to the Public, please complete the Call to the Public form requesting to do so. 
 


*** Consent Agenda 
 


The Consent Agenda will be the first item under New Business and shall list separately distinct items requiring 
action by the City Council that are generally routine items not requiring Council discussion.  A single motion will 
approve all items on the Consent Agenda, including any resolutions or ordinances, or claims/invoices that are of a 
routine nature.  A Councilmember may remove any issue from the Consent Agenda, and that issue will be 
discussed and voted upon separately, immediately following the Consent Agenda under its proper regular category 
of New Business. 
 
NOTICE TO PARENTS:  Parents and legal guardians have the right (with certain exceptions) to consent before 
the City of Benson makes a video or voice recording of a minor child. A.R.S. §1-602(A)(9). Regular and Special 
Meetings of the Mayor and Council for the City of Benson are recorded, and that recording is usually posted on the 
City’s website.  If you permit your child to participate in a Regular or Special Meeting of the Mayor and Council 
for the City of Benson, a recording will be made.  If your child is seated in the audience your child may be 
recorded, but you may request that your child be seated in a designated area to avoid recording.  Please submit your 
request to the City Clerk. 





		A G E N D A






City of Benson 


F e b r u a r y  2 0 1 8  
S u n  M o n  T u e  W e d  T h u  F r i  S a t  


    1 2 3 


4 5 6 7 8 9 10 


11 12 13 14 15 16 17 


18 19 20 21 22 23 24 


25 26 27 28    


FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT WWW.BENSONAZ.GOV  


Planning & Zoning 
Meeting 7:00 p.m. 
 


Presidents’ Day -  
Offices 
Closed  


City Council Meeting  
7:00 p.m. 


Community Watershed 
Alliance 6:30 p.m. 


City Council Meeting  
7:00 p.m. 


Library Guest  
Speaker 
 Jeff Bickel  
10:30 a.m.  


Library Guest 
Speaker 
Dennis Mitchell 
10:30 a.m. 


Library Guest 
Speaker 
Dr. Eric Kaldahl 
10:30 a.m. 







 
 


Meetings 
 
        


Tuesday, January 23, 2018 – Community Watershed Alliance, 6:30 p.m., City Hall 
 
Tuesday, February 6, 2018 – Planning & Zoning Meeting, 7:00 p.m., City Hall 
 
Monday, February 12, 2018  –  Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m., City Hall  
 
  


 
 


Events 
 
 
Thursday January 25, 2018       –    Library Guest Speaker Cal Kelly, 10:30 a.m., City Library      
                                                           Yuma County & Cochise County Master Gardener Succulents; 
                                                           Dish Gardens and Container Gardens 
 
Thursday February 1, 2018       –     Library Guest Speaker Jeff Bickel, 10:30 a.m., City Library   
                                                           Senior Geologist Excelsior Mining Corp – Minerals of Arizona 
                                                           Basic concepts in mineralogy and mineral identification, various                                                            


mineral localities in Arizona, and the importance of minerals to       
society. Specific emphasis will be placed on cooer and other metal 
ore minerals that are mined throughout Arizona and the 
southwestern US 


 
Thursday February 8, 2018       –    Library Guest Speaker Dennis Mitchell, 10:30 a.m., City Library  
                                                           Former Airline Executive and Pilot  
                                                          “The Airline Industry…. An Insiders Perspective” 
                                                           An Overview of the airline industry. This will include flight 


operations, crew and aircraft scheduling, brief history of the 
business, ticket, pricing, tips on travel, etc. 


 
Thursday February 15, 2018      –    Library Guest Speaker Dr. Eric Kaldahl, 10:30 a.m., City Library   
                                                           Amerind Foundation – Amerind and the Borderlands 
                                                           The current national border separating the US and Mexico is a very 


recent dividing line when you consider our region’s deep history. A 
discussion will be held on the similarities and differences among our 
region’s ancient cultures, including a discussing of the history of 
Amerind’s archaeological research along the way. His talk will be 
illustrated with photographs and objects from the Amerind Museum 
Collection.  


 
Monday, February 19, 2018   –  Presidents’ Day – City Offices Closed  
 
 
 
For other events happening in Benson go to www.cityofbenson.com under “What to do Today” 
 



http://www.cityofbenson.com/



		2 - February 2018

		2-2018 City Manager Report






                                                                                                                                                                                  
             


      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Discussion:  
 
Attached are the minutes of the December 5, 2017 Special Meeting. 
 


Staff Recommendation: 
 
Council pleasure 
 
 
 
 
 


To: Mayor and Council                         Consent Agenda Item # 1a 
                                               
From: Vicki Vivian, CMC, City Clerk                   
           
 
 


 


Subject: 
 
Minutes of the December 5, 2017 Special Meeting      
 
 
 


 


City of  Benson 
      City Council Communication  
 
Regular Meeting                                     January 22, 2018 
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THE SPECIAL MEETING 


OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF BENSON, ARIZONA 
HELD DECEMBER 5, 2017 AT 6:00 P.M. 


AT CITY HALL, 120 W. 6TH STREET, BENSON, ARIZONA         
 


CALL TO ORDER:    
    


Mayor King called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.      
 


ROLL CALL:   
 


Present were: Mayor Toney D. King, Sr., Vice Mayor Joe Konrad, Councilmembers Pat Boyle, Larry Dempster, 
Levi Garner, David Lambert and Lori McGoffin.  
 


NEW BUSINESS: 
 
1. Discussion and possible action regarding an Agreement with a Financial Advisor or Municipal Advisor 


relating to Potential Municipal Securities Transaction and/or other financial considerations raised by the 
applications for the potential formation of The Villages at Vigneto, Special Taxing Districts    
 
City Manager Bill Stephens stated the policy adopted by the Mayor and Council contemplates that an application 
for the formation of a special taxing district would be reviewed by a financial or municipal advisor.  Mr. Stephens 
then stated the Mayor and Council have two companies before them for consideration as candidates to serve as 
the City’s advisor for reviewing the applications for formation submitted by El Dorado Benson regarding the 
Villages at Vigneto project.  Mr. Stephens then stated both applicants are qualified to serve in the role, and it is 
now the pleasure of the Mayor and Council to select a financial or municipal advisor to serve in this role.  Mr. 
Stephens then stated the two candidates are:  Hilltop Securities, based out of Phoenix, Licensed Securities Brokers 
Larry Given and Vice President Janelle Gold, adding they have extensive experience in forming special taxing 
districts and they estimate it will take them approximately 2 weeks or less to complete the review and Ironwood 
Advisors, based out of Tucson, President Michael Vasquez, a licensed Municipal Advisor, who has experience 
forming special taxing districts, and will also take 2 weeks or less.  Mr. Stephens then stated both are present for 
Council to ask questions and get information from.   
 
Mayor King asked both candidates to come forward in case the Council has questions.  Mayor King then stated he 
changed the meeting time, adding Staff got the job done and did a good job with two candidates now before the 
Council.   
 
Vice Mayor Konrad asked Mr. Stephens to give the Council a brief sequence of events on how this transpired 
over the past few days as far as the interview process with Mr. Stephens stating he was approached by some 
Councilmembers and they discussed the possibility of having an additional financial advisor for the City to utilize 
as needed for review of the CFD and RD applications.  Mr. Stephens then stated as a result, through discussion 
with City Attorney Paul Loucks and the City’s CFD Counsel Ken Gukenberger, they searched through Kutak 
Rock in Phoenix and came up with 3 separate companies that might be interested.  Mr. Stephens then stated two 
of those companies bowed out, noting Hilltop Securities stayed and after an additional search, two more 
candidates were interested, one of which was Ironwood and one in Colorado, who later bowed out.  Mr. Stephens 
then stated this left Ironwood and Hilltop Securities for Council to discuss and possibly consider the hiring of one 
or the other for use with regard to the CFD and RD formations. 
 
Mayor King asked for the costs of each proposal with Mr. Loucks stating as he understands the proposals, 
Hilltop’s pricing is $5,000 per application, then stated the City has 2 applications, so the cost would be $10,000.  
Mr. Loucks then stated Ironwood’s fees are broken down into fees for hours of value added services, with an 
hourly range of $100-$250 depending on the level of services required, adding in the written statement from 
Ironwood, Mr. Vasquez expects the cost to be $15,000-$25,000. 
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Mayor King then asked Council for their questions or comments. 
 
Councilmember Boyle asked if the scope of work was the same in both proposals and expressed concern over the 
discrepancy in costs resulting in the same work being done with Mr. Loucks stating there was the possibility of 
hard costs in both proposals, adding the actual cost may be a little more.  Mr. Loucks then stated he was not sure 
what those hard costs would be, but noted those costs could be added to each proposal, although those shouldn’t 
be very much. 
 
Councilmember Lambert stated he spent time this weekend and has been in communication with Mr. Loucks to 
get the information ahead of time, adding the Council had not received anything about who they were going to be 
interviewing.  Councilmember Lambert then stated Mr. Loucks sent him information on the candidates and 
Councilmember Lambert was able to do some research, adding his is happy with both, but is leaning toward one, 
but he has no questions at this time.  
 
Vice Mayor Konrad asked about SEC filings and said he didn’t see anything on the application or agreement, 
adding as far as some of the research he has done, he is interested in those kinds of things and how they were 
resolved.  Mr. Vasquez stated Ironwood has had none.  Vice Mayor Konrad asked Mr. Vasquez what his 
experience was as far as dealing with those kinds of things, adding if Ironwood has had no filings, they probably 
have no experience resolving them.  Mr. Vasquez then stated municipal advisors have just recently been 
developed, so the licensing for municipal advisors has also just recently been formed, adding examinations are 
just beginning to happen so many municipal advisors just haven’t had a chance because it’s new area.  Vice 
Mayor Konrad stated it wasn’t a bad thing to not have any filings; he was just looking at experience. 
 
Councilmember Garner stated he had no questions at this time. 
 
Councilmember McGoffin stated the Council has 2 applications, then asked if the City didn’t have a financial 
advisor on retainer and if Mr. Mark Reader is one the City can use or if it’s just down to the two before Council 
with Mr. Stephens stating the City already has a contract with Mr. Reader and Stifel, Nicolaus on file, adding that 
contract is not up for action tonight.  Mr. Stephens then stated Mr. Reader is on contract should the City choose to 
use him.  Councilmember McGoffin then stated the City could choose to stick with that or choose one of these 
two with Mr. Stephens stating she was correct.  Mr. Stephens then stated the example he used when he spoke with 
Mayor King was that of the six engineering firms the City has on-call.  Mr. Stephens then stated when the City 
was going over the CMP (Community Master Plan) and the Development Agreement as well as some other 
issues, the City had those six engineering firms to choose from, adding the firms are only paid when they are 
utilized.  Mr. Stephens then stated having more financial advisers on contract is not necessarily good or bad; it’s 
just a process by which the Council has choices.     
 
Councilmember Dempster stated he understands a financial advisors are optional in the statutes, adding he’s not 
saying the City shouldn’t have a financial advisor and he thinks it’s prudent the City does, but expressed concern 
over the reports being done in a manner that would fit into the proposed timeline for this project and asked Mr. 
Loucks if the candidates offered a timeline for completing their review. 
 
Mr. Loucks stated the Council is talking about the possible review of the applications to form districts, adding 
there is not a requirement in statute to have a financial advisor or a municipal advisor to review those applications 
and he’s not even sure one is required down the road when bonds go to issuance.  Mr. Loucks then stated his 
recollection is the statutes are silent on that issue, so it is more of an issue of prudent practices of the City in each 
step it takes along the way.  Mr. Loucks then stated as far as timeline, both said they could work with the timeline. 
 
Councilmember Dempster then stated the City is under no obligation to take the results, adding the report would 
just be additional information to use with Mr. Loucks stating that was absolutely correct.  Mr. Loucks then stated 
one of the contracts expressly states that. 
 
Mayor King then asked the candidates to explain their review and what they would be looking for. 
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Janelle Gold of Hilltop Securities stated they would make sure they understand the direction from Council and the 
concerns the Council has, adding their firm has done 17 of these districts in the last 2 years, adding Mr. Givens 
has been working on these for 35 years and she has been working on these for 10 years, noting they have worked 
on over $100 million in special districts in the last 2 years.  Ms. Gold then stated they are very aware of issues, as 
they have been in on the inception and creation of these districts.  Ms. Gold then stated while there are some 
issues unique to communities, such as land use, master plans and each developer, there are a lot of commonalities, 
adding her firm is aware of these and know what to look for just from the experience of doing other districts. 
 
Mr. Vasquez of Ironwood Advisors stated he generally agrees with the work product Ms. Gold mentioned, but he 
would take it a little farther to make sure all aspects are covered, not only prior to the districts’ formation, but also 
what to look for after, like a road map for the future. 
 
Councilmember McGoffin stated one of her biggest concerns is the bonds getting issued and then for some 
reason, things not selling, adding she wants to make sure the City isn’t on the hook if lawsuits come up.  
Councilmember McGoffin stated she is looking for some indemnification and the property owner covering those 
lawsuits so the City wouldn’t be liable, adding she wants to make sure our citizens here don’t have to eat the costs 
of development and that they are not responsible.  Councilmember McGoffin then stated again, she didn’t want 
the City to have to pay for defense or development. 
 
Mr. Larry Givens of Hilltop Securities stated their firm is located in Phoenix, and as Ms. Gold indicated, they 
have a good deal of experience, adding this is specialized work.  Mr. Givens then stated there are a number of 
ways to accomplish things and one of the big questions with many districts is what happens if anything goes 
wrong and the developers and/or the LLC goes away, adding he has seen it happen and it can happen.  Mr. Givens 
then stated everyone gets sued and the City Council will be no different, but there are some ways to mediate the 
risk, adding he could go over those in great detail, but he would rather do it in the report.  Mr. Givens then stated 
he did meet with the City Manager and the City Attorney and went over things that can go wrong, noting again 
that there are some ways to deal with it, but the Council has to be aware that even in RDs, the Council knows who 
the bondholders are going to come after; it will be whoever is left with money.  Mr. Givens then stated, again, 
there are good ways to lessen that kind of a risk and he will put those in the report.  Mr. Givens then stated that is 
why Ms. Gold said they would want to find out what specifically the Council’s mission is, whether it be to stay 
involved or to just form them and let them run, which he doesn’t recommend, but can be done legally, noting even 
so, the onus will be on the City.  Mr. Givens then stated all of that is part of the review, adding the report will 
contain some of those things they would suggest the City do, especially in the early stages of development, where, 
typically, things are obviously the most risky.  Mr. Givens then stated his firm would have recommendations on 
those, adding he knows this was vague, but he didn’t want to give Council a dissertation tonight. 
 
Mr. Vasquez of Ironwood Advisors stated Mr. Givens went into more detail than he did, but in the end, they were 
saying the same thing.  Mr. Vasquez then stated his comments were concern not only with formation, but what to 
look for in the future, adding he would recommending making sure the metrics of the special districts are 
conservative in trying to the protect the City, and that there be controls in place. 
 
Vice Mayor Konrad stated the Council talked about a timeline and wanted to make sure it was clear it applied to 
the RDs with Mr. Loucks stating the timeline actually refers to both the RD and CFD applications, adding he 
believes the notice has already gone to the newspaper for the public hearing that will be held on December 28.  
Vice Mayor Konrad asked if the public hearing would be for both the RDs and CFDs with Mr. Loucks stating the 
Council already held a public hearing on the RDs, so the upcoming public hearing would be on the CFDs, adding 
the contemplation would be the Council’s consideration of the intent to form, and formation-type issues, 
depending on the pleasure of the Council and how far they want to go and what steps they want to take, adding at 
that point, all the requirements will be met, so the Council can go forward.   
 
Vice Mayor Konrad then stated if the Council chooses a candidate and the review takes 2 weeks, it will leave the 
Council 1 week to review the reports before they are presented to the public; then stated he would like any 
questions from the public for that public hearing as soon as possible.   
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Councilmember Boyle stated the City already has Mark Reader on contract and if Mr. Loucks had an idea of the 
costs for his review with Mr. Loucks stating he did not go back to Mr. Reader for that costs, but since Mr. 
Reader’s hourly rates are comparable to Mr. Vasquez’s, it would be approximately the same cost.  Mr. Loucks 
then stated he could not answer how long it would take Mr. Reader to complete a review. 
 
Councilmember Dempster stated everyone is talking about all the things that can go wrong and how to mitigate 
those risks, but he would like the reports to include all the things that can go right, including the odds and how the 
City can make the project successful.  Councilmember Dempster asked if the reports could include this with both 
candidates stating their reports could. 
 
Councilmember Garner then moved to approve the proposal submitted by Hilltop Securities for the financial 
review of the RDs.  Seconded by Councilmember McGoffin.  Mr. Loucks stated he would like to clarify that the 
contemplated contract would be for the review of applications both for the RDs and CFDs, adding it’s viewed as 
essentially a review of the same information, adding it might not be exactly, but it is certainly overlapping, adding 
the contract is clear, but he does want everyone to be aware the contracts are for both.   
 
Councilmember Lambert stated when the Council approved contracts with Stifel, Nicolaus, there were several 
contract and asked why the Council had a blanket contract covering all the districts with Mr. Loucks stating it was 
left up to each financial or municipal advisor as to their preference, adding at the time Council considered the 
contracts with Stifel, Nicolaus, it was their preference to have a separate contract for each special district.  Mr. 
Loucks then stated he submitted the same question to Hilltop and Ironwood and these are the contracts they 
returned, adding he reviewed them and doesn’t have a preference one way or the other, as long as the City’s 
protected.  Councilmember Lambert stated he wanted to make sure it was done correctly. Councilmember 
Lambert then asked about approving a contract at this meeting and if that would still allow the Council to send the 
applications out for other reviews with other financial advisors, adding the City has Mr. Reader on contract also, 
and again asked if the Council could submit the applications to both who the Council selects at this meeting and 
to Mr. Reader and then review both reports before they make a decision.  Mr. Loucks stated it would be at the 
pleasure of the Mayor and Council.  Councilmember Lambert stated he wasn’t trying to spend extra money, but 
this would allow the Council’s hands not to be tied to just one individual. 
 
Councilmember Dempster stated he hasn’t hear enough to distinguish the differences and asked about costs with 
Mr. Loucks stating Hilltop Securities would be approximately $10,000 and Ironwood Advisors would be from 
$15,000-$25,000.  Councilmember Dempster asked Mr. Loucks if he would make a judgment that the candidates 
were equally qualified or at least qualified with Mr. Loucks stating both are licensed to do the work.  Mr. Loucks 
then stated he wanted to make sure the Council wasn’t going into the qualifications based selection like RFPs 
(Request for Proposals) are done, adding he found them both to be very qualified for the type of opinion the City 
is trying to get, then added he thinks it’s a good idea to get that type of opinion before going into the formation of 
the districts. 
 
Councilmember Dempster then stated there are 3 points of criteria he would use: the first would be qualification, 
adding both candidates appear equally qualified; the second would be costs and the third would be the timeframe.  
Councilmember Dempster then stated the only difference in these would be the cost and even though it’s not the 
City’s money, noting El Dorado is paying for it, the cost is the only difference.  Mr. Loucks stated Hilltop 
Securities fee is approximately $10,000 and Ironwood costs are hourly and projected to be $15,000-$25,000. 
 
Vice Mayor Konrad stated the contracts are for 3 years and 5 years, but wanted it to be clear that the contracts can 
be terminated at any time by either party and even though the City may have a contract, no money is spent unless 
the City is using the contract services.  Vice Mayor Konrad then stated this issue seems to come up from time to 
time and he doesn’t want people to think the City is locked in, adding he appreciates Mr. Stephens’ example of 
using on-call engineering and stated Mr. Stephens did a really good job explaining that. 
 
Mr. Loucks then stated he would also like to note that both contracts say the City can give the firms extra work, 
just like the on-call engineering contracts. 
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Motion then passed 6-1 with Councilmember Lambert voting nay. 


 
ADJOURNMENT:  


 
Vice Mayor Konrad moved to adjourn at 6:37 p.m.  Seconded by Councilmember McGoffin.  Motion passed 6-0. 
 
 


                  
____________________________ 


                 Toney D. King, Sr., Mayor 
  ATTEST: 
   


____________________________   
  Vicki L. Vivian, CMC, City Clerk 







                                                                                                                                                                                  
             


      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Discussion:  
 
Attached are the minutes of the December 11, 2017 Regular Meeting. 


Staff Recommendation: 
 
Council pleasure 
 
 
 
 
 


To: Mayor and Council                         Consent Agenda Item # 1b 
                                               
From: Vicki Vivian, CMC, City Clerk                   
           
 
 


 


Subject: 
 
Minutes of the December 11, 2017 Regular Meeting      
 
 
 


 


City of  Benson 
      City Council Communication  
 
Regular Meeting                                     January 22, 2018 
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THE REGULAR MEETING 


OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF BENSON, ARIZONA 
HELD DECEMBER 11, 2017 AT 7:00 P.M. 


AT CITY HALL, 120 W. 6TH STREET, BENSON, ARIZONA         
 


CALL TO ORDER:    
    


Mayor King called the meeting to order at 7:11 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.      
 


ROLL CALL:   
 


Present were: Mayor Toney D. King, Sr., Vice Mayor Joe Konrad, Councilmembers Pat Boyle,                 
Larry Dempster, David Lambert and Lori McGoffin.  Absent was:  Councilmember Levi Garner. 
 
Mayor King stated Councilmember Garner notified the Mayor that he was ill and would not be in attendance.   
 


EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION:  Mayor King recognized Gordon Long for 25 years of service with the City of 
Benson.   
     


PROCLAMATION:  None     
     
PUBLIC HEARING:  None 


 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  


 
Mayor King stated there were approximately 25 people who signed up to address the Council during the Call 
to the Public and therefore, he was changing the allotted time to speak from 5 minutes to 3 minutes.   
 
Ed Hubert, S. Country Club, Tucson, stated he wanted to commend the Council on the progress they had made 
on being able to use the annexed property that a prior City Council annexed into the City for El Dorado 
Holdings to be able to develop in a reasonable manner.  Mr. Hubert then stated the Council’s selection of a 
financial advisor was a prudent choice and at this time it would be good to move forward with as much as 
possible haste, to allow El Dorado Holdings to begin to develop Benson into the City he hopes it becomes.  
Mr. Hubert then stated he is a landowner in Benson with partners and he has a financial interest in seeing 
Benson prosper and succeed, then added he also has an emotional interest as he grew up in a small town and 
he considers Benson a small town.  Mr. Hubert then stated he has found the will of the people is best expressed 
by action of the Council; then stated the action of the prior Council that caused the land to be annexed 
indicates the residents desire to see it developed into a manner that is both helpful to this part of the town and 
to the entire area.  Mr. Hubert then stated he commends the Council for annexing the property, adding the 
Council didn’t make the same mistake Tucson did 35 and 40 years ago when they did not annex property and 
those areas are now called Sahuarita, Oro Valley, Marana, and the County; then stated the Pima County 
doesn’t even control property in the County.  Mr. Hubert then stated he would he has a friend who has a saying 
that says, “Men plans, God laughs” and he thinks it should be changed to “Benson plans, God smiles.” 
 
Kevin Oberg, Tucson, stated he was here as a member of the Southeastern Arizona Economic Development 
Group (SAEDG) and a long-time participant in the community.  Mr. Oberg stated he thinks the Council took 
the steps last week to set in motion what is the most powerful and necessary project that you have in front of 
you, which is the Villages of Vigneto.  Mr. Oberg then stated he didn’t think the Council should let Stifel 
interject themselves tonight and the Council should do everything they can to put the Villages of Vigneto and 
El Dorado in a position to move forward in the first quarter of next year. 
 
Alain Hartman, Airport Road, Benson, stated he was a Benson native and was here to speak in support of the 
Vigneto project.  Mr. Hartman then stated as a property tax consultant, he has seen the impact of a waning tax 
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base creating higher and higher taxes on locals, adding when the project takes off, every house that is built will 
increase the assessment base.  Mr. Hartman then stated the target market for this project are primarily active 
seniors, so the development will not be a big burden on the school districts, adding school districts are a big 
part of property taxes.  Mr. Hartman then stated by moving the project forward as soon as possible, there will 
be some much-needed taxation relief for a lot of the locals in terms of the impact he has seen on property taxes 
over the last few years.  Mr. Hartman then stated new jobs will be helpful as well and the Council shouldn’t 
delay anymore, but move forward.     
 
Mark Kartchner, Bear Canyon, Tucson, stated he was probably the eldest Bensonite here, having been hatched 
in this area over 80 years ago.  Mr. Kartchner then stated he has been interested in the area and has invested 
heavily in the area over the last 40 years, noting he hasn’t been able to make a very large dent in the 
development of the area, due to various factors.  Mr. Kartchner then stated he thinks a great opportunity is 
lying ahead in the Vigneto project.  Mr. Kartchner then stated Benson’s biggest export in the past has been the 
youth, due to lack of employment and hopefully, this will have a major influence in changing that.  Mr. 
Kartchner then stated he would also like to point out that over the past 20+ years, there has only been one 
major development in the area:  the complex at Interstate 10 and Highway 90, and more recently, Wal-Mart.  
Mr. Kartchner then stated in the past 10 years there has been no significant development and in the past 18 
months or so, there have been 3 restaurants close, noting the Council now has the opportunity to move forward 
with this project.  Mr. Kartchner then stated he is appalled at the number of people standing and raising 
roadblocks in the development of this project, adding many of whom are outsiders who have no vested interest 
in the welfare of Benson and are only interested in their own selfish self-interest.  Mr. Kartchner then stated he 
would encourage the Council to look forward to the catalyst that Vigneto offers in progressing the 
development in Benson and the cultural, business and residential community of which it is capable.   
 
Andrew Abernathy, S. Mesquite, Benson, stated as a resident of Benson for over 10 years and with ties to 
Cochise County since 1975 and to Arizona, since 1972, he is deeply concerned for the environmental and 
economical health of the community. Mr. Abernathy then stated, he was here to voice concern about the 
possible action on the agenda, adding he didn’t know the background and how the item came to be, but he 
knows if it is approved; it can have disastrous consequences for all of us, including each one of the Council, as 
well.  Mr. Abernathy then stated he was talking about Stifel, Nicolaus and Company being considered as an 
advisor for the formation of the special land based taxing districts for the purpose of financing the 
development, Villages at Vigneto.  Mr. Abernathy stated the Council has already appointed and contracted 
with a financial advisor who is competent to advise the City on these matters and asked why the Council 
should consider an additional unnecessary financial burden with another consultant.  Mr. Abernathy then asked 
if this was a power play by Stifel and some Councilmembers to inject themselves into a business that they 
really have no reason to be involved in.  Mr. Abernathy then stated Stifel, Nicolaus and Company is an 
organization that has no local ties to the community as it is a Phoenix-based legal firm that has no interest in 
our welfare, adding they are only seeking a position of representation as a power play to disrupt a project they 
no longer have control over.  Mr. Abernathy stated it’s very likely a power play orchestrated by individuals 
who have had their personal pride and ego bruised, so they are seeking some sort of revenge at the City’s 
expense, adding they really don’t care who they harm, how much they harm them and they don’t care who is 
going to come out on the other end.  Mr. Abernathy then stated Stifel, the Audubon Society, the Center for 
Biological Diversity, the Sierra Club and other organizations like these are created to generate income for their 
private benefit, not for the benefit of local communities.  Mr. Abernathy then stated none of these 
organizations will care about our livelihoods, families, schools or businesses after the vote tonight if they win.  
Mr. Abernathy then stated the Council should make no mistake that these organizations are largely made of 
urban dwellers who have an idolized view of rural America; then stated why 2 Councilmembers, 
Councilmember Lambert and Councilmember McGoffin, want to include these outside, non-invested, 
interloping parties in our business was beyond him.  Mr. Abernathy then stated he would encourage the 
Council to not approve item number 3 on the agenda. 
 
Kirsten Smith, E. El Sol, Benson, stated she was here to express her support for the Villages at Vigneto 
project, adding she hopes it is able to move forward from here on out.  Ms. Smith stated she was invested in 
Benson as a small business owner, as a dedicated volunteer in the community and as a life-long resident.  Ms. 
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Smith then stated she wants to stay in Benson, she wants her businesses to thrive in Benson and she wants her 
children to have something to come back to in Benson after they attend college.  Ms. Smith then stated Benson 
needs a huge economic boost and more jobs, adding it needs this development to move forward.  Ms. Smith 
then stated most importantly, she looks forward to the future of Benson and it is clear that the Villages at 
Vigneto is a huge contributor to that, adding the possibilities are endless with this project.     
 
Lorene Whaley, S. Whaley Road, Benson stated she strongly supports the Villages at Vigneto and the City 
working with El Dorado to move the project forward.  Ms. Whaley stated she is not a newcomer to Benson and 
has been here most of her life, adding she ran a restaurant her family started in 1936 and she feels she has a 
real vested interest in the community and in the project.  Ms. Whaley then stated she certainly can speak from 
experience when she says small business owners struggle night and day just to make ends meet, adding 
business owners put their life, blood and savings into their businesses in most cases, just to make payroll.  Ms. 
Whaley then stated small business owners provide jobs to people who otherwise wouldn’t be able to put food 
on their tables or a roof over their heads.  Ms. Whaley then stated it saddens her that she heard a comment that 
the dirty little secret of the young people in our area is that the best paying jobs in the valley are selling illegal 
drugs.  Ms. Whaley then stated the school is finally building on education standards, but we will lose those 
people if we can’t pay them well.  Ms. Whaley then stated the future is bleak without some kind of 
development and she thinks the Villages at Vigneto is a beautiful development for the area.  Ms. Whaley then 
stated she knows there has been concern about the water the Villages might use, but the developer has 
promised to build green and recharge the water.  Ms. Whaley then stated she thinks people don’t realize that if 
the Villages of Vigneto doesn’t happen, the developer could, by real estate law, split all of the property into 
40-acre parcels, then 8-acre parcels, then 4-acre parcels and we could end up with 3,000 lots and 3,000 straws 
into the aquifer and 3,000 septic tanks with no control.  Ms. Whaley then stated she thinks everyone knows 
that business begets business and that we need the commercial development.  Mayor King informed Ms. 
Whaley that she was out of time.  
 
Barbara Nunn, E. La Cuesta, Benson, stated she was here 3 Council meetings ago and during the Call to the 
Public, everyone had to listen to a 3-minute informercial from the illustrious radio station in town about his 
wonderful new coverage, what a great deal he would make for the City Council, how he wouldn’t raise the 
rates and how they could be heard in Tucson.  Ms. Nunn then stated after the meeting, she got into the truck, 
turned on the radio and the first thing she heard was the radio station owner talking filthy about the City and 
how the Council won’t let him improve his station.  Ms. Nunn then stated if the Council was crazy enough to 
spend a dime on the local radio station, they should all be shamboozled, adding she didn’t think the Council 
should do anything crazy like that and spend City money on that vile station. 
 
Anna Lands, stated she does not live in Benson, but she owns property in Benson and pays taxes in Benson.  
Have had a long connection with Benson.  Ms. Lands then stated if memory serves, it was when the precursor 
to the Vigneto project was in process that the Benson City Council began making a distinction between city 
residents and non-, adding it was during this time that non-residents who expressed concern with the City's 
trajectory became subject to disparagement, and labeled “outsiders.”  Ms. Lands then stated she wished to 
address some reasons why non-residents might be concerned with what happens within the City of Benson, 
stating what happens to Benson happens to everyone, regardless of where they live in the watershed, adding 
they are all connected with the air they breathe, water they drink, the ground, the sky, and hopefully, the rain.  
Ms. Lands then stated air quality is problematic because of the north-south traffic, with I-10 running east and 
west and with the coal-burning trains leaving even more particulates in the air, noting it wasn’t that she was 
against trains and they were probably better than a million trucks.  Ms. Lands then stated where she lives, if 
the wind is just wrong, she can smell the air pollution of Phoenix and their water supply is already problematic 
because of lowering water tables all along the San Pedro.  Ms. Lands then stated Benson's water quality could 
become problematic due to the significant presence of arsenic in city wells, in wells increasingly to the east 
and Arizona continues to experience drought.  Ms. Lands then stated with no longer deniable climate change, 
weather patterns are losing their structure and even without the addition of a large city uphill, storm water 
management in Benson is a major issue.  Ms. Lands then stated floodwaters don't stay in St. David and 
Benson; they flood Tres Alamos, Cascabel, Redington, San Manuel, Mammoth, Winkelman, and on into the 
Gila River.  Ms. Lands then stated in the past, toxic chemicals have been released into the north-flowing San 
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Pedro, offering yet another example of the importance of the connections with one another and how what one 
neighbor does affects all other neighbors.  Ms. Lands then stated light pollution is something most people don't 
think about, but Benson experiences “night glows” from Sierra Vista, Willcox, Tucson, and Safford; then 
added because Benson has its own night glow, residents are unlikely to be aware of them and they become part 
of the ambiance, as is the constant noise from I-10.  Ms. Lands then stated she has some understanding of 
reasons for trying to exclude non-residents, adding they resemble reasons for gerrymandering and other forms 
of control of influence, but these are all attempts at an end run on democracy; the democracy each of the 
Council pledges at the beginning of each City Council meeting.  Ms. Lands then stated she also want to add 
that many of the points people have had so far are well-taken and she can’t say she disagrees with them, 
adding Benson’s economy is important to her as well.  Ms. Lands then stated probably one thing Council could 
do is to silence the trains, adding that would put her and many other shoppers on main street. 
 
Tricia Gerrodette, Eagle Ridge Drive, Sierra Vista, stated although El Dorado has clearly rallied the troops to 
attend this meeting, she was here last week when not too many other people were for the special Council 
meeting at which the Council hired a firm that was supported by Ken Gukenberger, which is a firm that is 
supported by Mike Reinbold.  Ms. Gerrodette then stated it was back in August that the Council had a 
presentation from Mark Reader of Stifel, who estimated at that time, when the contract was signed, that he 
would need about 100 hours to assess these 10 special taxing districts, which is the same estimate the 2 firms 
said last week.  Ms. Gerrodette then stated she thought the Council was maybe getting a second opinion and 
she thinks that’s a pretty good idea for something this big.  Ms. Gerrodette then stated she thinks it’s also clear 
that Mike Reinbold doesn’t get along with Mark Reader, adding this is something known for months and 
hasn’t been talked about.  Ms. Gerrodette then stated she believes the Council talked about something like this 
in their executive session and she’s here to chastise them for that, as the paper did last week, adding the reason 
she thinks she’s justified in saying that is at last week’s special Council meeting, the City Manager allowed as 
how he had been directed to search out another financial advisor firm when the City already had a contract 
with Stifel.  Ms. Gerrodette then stated the Council now has 2 financial advisors and could make use of either 
one of them or both of them, but it seems pretty obvious to her that the Council took action after that executive 
session.  Ms. Gerrodette then stated she believes Mayor King and Councilmember Dempster directed the City 
Manager to search out additional applicants, adding we heard from City Manager Bill Stephens how difficult 
the process for that was; how he got 1 out of a group of 3 that were acceptable to El Dorado, and how he then 
of course, had to have at least 1 more firm so it wouldn’t look like a straight shot by an El Dorado approved 
firm and how he struggled to find one more applicant, but did.  Ms. Gerrodette then stated that young man 
came down here from Tucson and he didn’t get told the meeting had been delayed until 6:00 p.m. so he was 
here at 5:30.  Ms. Gerrodette then stated she chatted with him and spoke with him as he exited the room, 
telling him she thought he would be making a presentation, adding he told her that he thought so too.  Ms. 
Gerrodette then stated she thought the man was treated very shabbily and she thought the Council owed him an 
apology. 
 
Councilmember Dempster asked if he could respond with City Attorney Gary Cohen stating Councilmember 
Dempster could respond at the end of the Call to the Public. 
 
Lupe Diaz, S. Post Road, Benson, stated he has been in Benson since 1988 and moving to Benson was a 
culture shock to him because he moved from somewhat of a growing community to Benson before Denny’s 
was here.  Mr. Diaz then stated when Denny’s came in the second year he was here, the whole community 
lined up and it was great to see that.  Mr. Diaz then stated the Council had a tough job when Wal-Mart came in 
because everyone knew it was going to affect the whole community.  Mr. Diaz then stated the Council has all 
put in a lot of work on this project already and he just wanted to say they’ve done a great job of doing it and 
bringing the project to this point.  Mr. Diaz then stated one of the things he’s looking at is why the Council 
should go ahead and put a hurdle in the middle of this by bringing Stifel in when the Council hired another 
firm they thought was reasonable in its price and was very qualified, adding he too, was present at the special 
Council meeting.  Mr. Diaz then stated the move Council made at that meeting was like selecting a team that 
can work the best and he doesn’t think voting yes on item 3 on the agenda would be putting the best team 
together.  Mr. Diaz then stated he knows people talked about concerns, but the Council has come so far 
through this project and now it’s almost at the finish line, adding it’s where it needs that boost to be able to 
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cross the finish line, which also is the starting line.  Mr. Diaz then stated he’s in favor of the project and rather 
than going backward, the Council should go forward, adding everything is in place.  Mr. Diaz then stated the 
Council hears the concern of the community and he is encouraging the Council to vote no on item 3.  Mr. Diaz 
then stated there were concerns when Wal-Mart came in, but now the community is benefitting from that.  Mr. 
Diaz then stated in the 1950s and ‘60s, there was a lot more the community had to offer to its citizens and the 
those surrounding the area, such as a drive-in, a skating rink and a theater and stated the activity now is 
nowhere near that.  Mr. Diaz then stated he wanted to encourage the Council to move forward, not put a hurdle 
in the mix, should get the best team together and go ahead and move forward, adding he really supports them 
as a Council.      
 
Rex Widman, N. Ocotillo, Benson, stated he was in support of the Villages at Vigneto for a couple of reasons; 
then stated he and his wife have an equestrian village north of town, he is a contractor and Rexcavating is the 
name of his company, and he is also pastor of the local San Pedro Cowboy church, adding he sees this on 3 
different levels that this area can used what is being proposed.  Mr. Widman then stated he wanted to talk 
about the people involved in it.  Mr. Widman then stated the first project he ever did in Benson was the library 
foundation, adding he picked it because it was the library, and the people on that project told him they were 
going to save a tree at the library.  Mr. Widman then stated when he heard that, he knew someone had a vision 
for saving a tree and he wanted to be a part of it.  Mr. Widman then stated he had been part of Wal-Mart, 
noting he was privileged to do the foundation on Wal-Mart; then added he also worked with the people on the 
strip mall east of Wal-Mart and he worked on the remodeling project at the school.  Mr. Widman then stated 
he worked on those 4 projects in what seems like the last 20 years; then stated he worked on 4 projects a day in 
Tucson.  Mr. Widman then stated he did them with the people who are now asking if they could build this 
thing, adding one of them is the Diamondback stadium.  Mr. Widman then stated in that project, the people 
said they were going to use recycled material, adding he started working with those people and they did a 
perfect job, adding they explained at the beginning of the project that it was all about the integrity of the 
project as it related to the foundation.  Mr. Widman then stated if anyone goes up there now, they will see it’s 
not just green because the fields are green, but because the foundation was literally built with reclaimed 
building materials, adding they used chunks of old cinderblocks, old bricks and things that people would have 
just thrown away.  Mr. Widman then stated the people the Council is suggesting to build this project are 
people who have a very good solid foundation built on integrity.  Mr. Widman stated he knows it because one 
of the people who gave him his first job when he was 15 years old is now one of the people who is going to be 
doing this.  Mr. Widman stated the man got down on his hands and knees and taught him how to scrape sand, 
adding he built a career out of that.  Mr. Widman said the man didn’t have to do it, but he did, adding these 
people aren’t just people who want to build buildings, these are people who want to build a community and 
life.   
 
George Scott, W. 4th Street, stated he was here representing SAEDG and he’s lived here his whole life also.  
Mr. Scott then stated as someone said earlier, Benson was a whole lot more prosperous in the ‘50s and ‘60s 
than it is today.  Mr. Scott then stated the reason he was here was to address item 3 on the agenda, adding he 
was also here at the special when the Council hired a well-qualified person, Larry Given of Hilltop Securities 
to review these contracts and applications from El Dorado.  Mr. Scott then stated as the Council may recall the 
vote to do was 6 in favor and 1 opposed, adding that should have settled the question on who was going to be 
the advisor on the applications, but now he found out last week that Councilmember Lambert didn’t like the 
way the vote went and Councilmember Lambert wants to bring Stifel and Company back into this 
conversation.  Mr. Scott then asked why the Council would want to risk this project and the future of the 
Villages at Vigneto by doing this, adding the City Attorney and the City Manager worked hard to find a good, 
well-qualified company that the Council could hire, which was done.  Mr. Scott then asked if the City Council 
trusted their City Manager and City Attorney.  Mr. Scott then stated it makes the community wonder if there is 
some kind of reward for the Councilperson that keeps pushing the Council to hire Stifel and Company.  Mr. 
Scott then stated in the last few days, he polled the membership of SAEDG and other businesses in town, and 
they don’t agree item 3 is in the best interest of the Villages at Vigneto project or the community of Benson, 
then asked the Council to please reject item 3.  
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David DiPeso, W. 4th Street, Benson, stated he was not resident of Benson, but has several businesses in 
Benson and owns property in Benson.  Mr. DiPeso then stated in the essence of time, he would keep it as short 
as possible; then stated he thinks the points that have been brought out are all well-taken and should be 
considered.  Mr. DiPeso then stated the Council has already hired someone to do this review, so they would be 
wasting the City’s money if they hire someone else and they would be making waves that don’t need to be 
made.  Mr. DiPeso asked the Council to reject agenda item 3.     
 
Mahlon MacKenzie, N. Mescal Road, Benson, stated he was a third-generation native of the community and 
he has been in business here since the ‘70s, adding his dad and grandad prior to that were also business owners 
in town.  Mr. MacKenzie then stated he is active in volunteering, has been involved in a number of things and 
is currently working as the President of the Chamber of Commerce.  Mr. MacKenzie then stated he would 
keep his comments short and asked the Council to keep moving forward; voting no on agenda item 3. 
 
Jerry DeGrazia, N. Painted Quail Place, Tucson, stated he has a company with Harold Ashton that owns 
property here in Benson and obviously, they are interested in how things go.  Mr. DeGrazia then stated before 
the meeting started, the radio station owner asked Mr. DeGrazia if his company was going to start doing 
something with their restaurant and their property, but Mr. DeGrazia said they wouldn’t be doing anything 
until the Villages at Vigneto project starts.  Mr. DeGrazia then stated when they do start, they will be bringing 
in people just like El Dorado has done.  Mr. DeGrazia then stated the community needs to go forward and to 
sum it up, the community needs opportunities, jobs, keeping the kids in town and families, adding it’s all 
positive.  Mr. DeGrazia then stated there seems to be an overwhelming objective to get this thing going and 
the Council should move forward.     
 
Cindy Allen, W. Flycatcher Lane, Benson, stated she is also a property owner of 253 E. 3rd Street, adding she 
and her husband purchased the old Arnold Hotel with the understanding that a new shot in the arm was coming 
to Benson.  Ms. Allen then stated she and her husband are in total support of the Villages at Vigneto project.  
Ms. Allen then stated Benson has lost so many businesses and she and her husband are quite dismayed at the 
hurdles being thrown at the project, adding it upsets her ability to move forward and she strongly recommends 
the Council reject the proposal and just move on. 
 
Regain Wilmarth, W. Rincon Peak Trail, Benson, stated she is a business owner here in Benson, adding in the 
last 3 years, Benson lost 24 businesses, which equals 8 businesses each year.  Ms. Wilmarth then stated 
without the Villages at Vigneto moving forward, Benson looks to lose additional businesses throughout the 
year, adding a long-standing business, Spur Westernwear, also closed this year.  Ms. Wilmarth then urged the 
Council to vote no, adding the town’s integrity is on the line, noting the Council already hired someone and to 
withdraw at this point, makes the entire area wonder how business is done in Benson.  Ms. Wilmarth then 
stated the Council not only represents the town, but they represent the businesses in town and the businesses’ 
integrity as well.  Ms. Wilmarth then again urged the Council to vote no.    
 
Paul Lotsof, a non-resident and business owner of the CAVE FM radio station in Benson, stated he was the 
manager of the vile 97.7 FM in Benson and also 1201 AM in Tucson.  Mr. Lotsof then stated it seems to him 
that every time he attends a Council meeting, more questions come up; then stated 6 evenings ago, Staff 
identified 2 companies that have expertise in special taxing districts and the bonds that those districts issue.  
Mr. Lotsof then stated the Council decided to enter into an agreement with Hilltop Securities and he can only 
wonder if Staff went out on their own and decided yet another bond consulting company was needed or if 
some sort of directive was issued to Staff, adding if it was, the question is when it was issued and exactly what 
did that directive request.  Mr. Lotsof then stated the Council already has 2 firms under contract, with Kutak 
Rock and Stifel Nicolas who appear to have a wealth of expertise in special taxing districts; then asked why 
the Council would need a third consultant and what Hilltop could tell the Council that Mr. Gukenberger and 
Mr. Reader can’t.  Mr. Lotsof then asked why the Council needed to pay $10,000 for a study and what the 
study might contain that can’t be learned from Mr. Reader and Mr. Gukenberger.  Mr. Lotsof then stated the 
City has had a long relationship with Mr. Reader, adding the decision to retain him for the Vigneto project 
dates back to the meeting of February 9, 2015, and his services were discussed in a meeting on January 31, 
2015.  Mr. Lotsof then stated on September 14 and October 12, 2015, the Council discussed Mr. Reader’s role 
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and all seemed to be going smoothly, adding much more recently, on August 28 and August 29 of this year, 
Mr. Reader’s role came up again and nothing negative about his services was disclosed.  Mr. Lotsof then 
stated the obvious question is what is going on; then asked why there was a sudden need to bring in a third 
consultant on special taxing districts and what Mr. Givens brings to the table that Mr. Reader does not.  Mr. 
Lotsof then stated during the special Council meeting, Councilmember Dempster said Hilltop would be paid 
by El Dorado, adding he recalls that Mr. Reinbold offered to pay Kutak Rock’s fees, then asked when El 
Dorado agreed to pay Hilltop’s fees.  Mr. Lotsof then stated since the matter of Stifel Nicolaus is on the 
agenda, he would like the Council to fill everyone in on what is going on, adding he sees no benefit in keeping 
the public in the dark about items that could have widespread implications for the future of Benson.   
 
Bill Vail, S. Country Club, Tucson, stated he was here in support of the Villages of Vigneto project and to 
have it move forward under El Dorado’s leadership.  Mr. Vail then stated he didn’t believe there’s any need 
for an additional advisor because the development being done was intended by the original annexation and the 
Council voted last week to move forward with a quality investment company, adding there’s no need to be 
looking at hiring a second or having Stifel do that at this point.  Mr. Vail then stated Benson will benefit from 
moving forward as quickly as possible, adding this has been going on for 4 years and he feels there should be a 
“no” vote on item 3 as he feels it will help this move forward and the City of Benson and Santa Cruz County 
will benefit. 
 
Heather Taylor, Bonita, Benson, stated she is a business person here, running a restaurant and she believes this 
is a very good thing to come to Benson.  Ms. Taylor then stated she supports the Villages at Vigneto and 
encourages this to go through. 
 
Geoff Oldfather, J6, stated he is a second-generation Benson native, is a former Board member of SAEDG,  
and he lives and owns a home in J6 as well as owning a residential property at Cottonwood Bluffs Drive.  Mr. 
Oldfather stated this means he gladly pay taxes in 2 school districts, adding the reason he mentions that is he 
wants to give the Council a couple of examples of what is at stake here if this doesn’t occur.  Mr. Oldfather 
then stated we can talk about numbers all we want but to really understand what is at stake here, people have 
to understand what is going on behind the scenes.  Mr. Oldfather then stated he worked closely with the 
Benson School district 5 years ago when they went for their override and worked with them again and wrote 
on op-ed that was published in the Benson Newspaper in October in favor of the override extension.  Mr. 
Oldfather then stated he has been in the schools quite a bit and all rural schools are struggling, adding without 
that override, which luckily passed, the school would have lost 11 jobs and would have lost a funding source 
that provides support up to $100 per student for after school, extracurricular and sports activities.  Mr. 
Oldfather then stated there is a lot at stake here, and asked if it wouldn’t be nice if the school district had the 
revenue stream from the taxes this project will produce so that they didn’t have to do these overrides; then 
stated not only would they not have jobs at stake, but they could add quality programs and quality teachers at 
our schools.  Mr. Oldfather then stated he had one other specific example he wanted to give Council; then 
stated he has the privilege in his position of administering a program through the USDA called the Rural 
Economic Development Loans and Grant program (REDLG).  Mr. Oldfather then stated the Benson Hospital 
last month opened and dedicated the Family Health Care center on main street and the Council may not be 
aware that the project was funded through the REDLG loan he administers through USDA through AZ G&T 
Cooperatives.  Mr. Oldfather then stated the Benson Hospital could not get the funding for that project through 
conventional sources, because rural hospitals, like rural schools, are disadvantaged and don’t have the revenue 
stream.  Mr. Oldfather then stated he was able to make a $100,000 simple interest 10-year loan at 3%, which is 
what made that project possible, adding it’s a great program and he would love to make all the loans he can 
through that program for these kinds of projects.  Mr. Oldfather then asked how great it would be if the 
hospital had the revenue created by the funding stream that projects like the development will create, so they 
didn’t have to look for alternative forms of revenue and they could provide quality healthcare for areas where 
it’s really needed.  Mr. Oldfather then stated he wanted to leave the Council with one thought, stating 4 years 
ago, Arizona G&T commissioned a study, adding Dr Robert Carreria was involved to look at the economics of 
the areas they serve through their distribution cooperatives and it found that 1/3 of the people who live in our 
area, live at or below the federal poverty level, then asked the Council to please keep that in mind. 
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Mayor King stated he had a Councilmember who wanted to respond to a comment that was made at the Call to 
the Public. 
 
Councilmember Dempster stated he was curious how Ms. Gerrodette knew what happened in the executive 
session and asked Ms. Gerrodette who told her or if she was just taking a shot.  Councilmember Dempster then 
stated her comments when she said what Councilmember Dempster did were phony and wrong, so she was 
just taking a shot.  Councilmember Dempster then stated there’s one thing he would correct for Ms. 
Gerrodette, adding there’s a difference between a financial advisor and an underwriter.  Councilmember 
Dempster then stated the contract with Stifel was for an underwriter not a financial advisor, adding there’s a 
very distinct difference and a legal difference.  Councilmember Dempster then stated both Ms. Gerrodette and 
Mr. Lotsof, he thought, were confused and he hopes that helps them a little bit in understanding it.  
Councilmember Dempster then stated one company can’t be both, adding it can be one or the other.   
  


CITY MANAGER REPORT: 
 
City Manager William Stephens addressed Council, giving the dates of upcoming meetings and events. 
 
Monday, December 25, 2017  – Council Meeting – Cancelled, Christmas Day 
Thursday, December 28, 2017   – Public Hearing, 7:00 p.m., City Hall 


Special Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m., City Hall 
 


Monday & Tuesday 
December 25 & 26, 2017    – Christmas Holiday, City Offices Closed 
Saturday, December 16, 2017   – Benson Christmas Festival – 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 


Vendors for Shopping, Entertainment, Food, and Children’s 
Activities.  As you know, have an agenda item tonight that will 
address a change that has occurred in the location from 4th Street to 
Huachuca Street. 


 
Mayor King stated the Council wouldn’t have another meeting until after Christmas and he would like to wish 
everyone a merry Christmas, asking those present to remember it’s a special time of year and it’s all about 
family, friends and those in need.  
 
Councilmember Lambert stated the Council wouldn’t have a regular meeting until next year, and he would like 
to let the public know that City offices will also be closed on January 1 and 2.   
 


NEW BUSINESS: 
 
1. Discussion and possible action on the Consent Agenda    


 
1a. Minutes of the May 8, 2017 Regular Meeting 
1b.  Invoices processed for the period of November 20, 2017 through December 4, 2017 
 
Councilmember McGoffin moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Seconded by Councilmember Lambert.  
Motion passed 6-0. 
 


2. Presentation of the December 2, 2017 Festival of Lights – Light Parade float prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
place floats; prizes donated by Sulphur Springs Valley Electric Cooperatives                     
 
City Manager Bill Stephens stated the City held the Festival of Lights – Light Parade on December 2, followed 
by the Christmas Tree Lighting at City Hall, adding each year, the parade (and event) gets bigger and better 
and this year was no exception, noting there were 28 entries in the parade this year.  Mr. Stephens then stated a 
big sponsor of the parade is SSVEC, adding not only do they provide the float Santa is on, but they also donate 







Page 9 of 14 


gifts and cash to the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place floats as chosen by the judges.  Mr. Stephens then stated this year, 
the prizes will be presented tonight and asked Mr. David Bryan to come before the Council. 
 
Mayor King thanked Mr. David Bryan and Ms. Danna Judd.  Mayor King then stated the parade was 
magnificent and he couldn’t wait until it grows to 100 entries.  Mayor King then stated 1st place was awarded 
to Pato Blanco RV park.  Mr. Bryan and Ms. Judd awarded an electronic smoker.  Mayor King then stated 2nd 
place was awarded to the 7th day Adventist Church, adding they won an electric turkey fryer and had already 
picked up their prize.  Mayor King then stated the 3rd place winner was Milestone Automotive.  Mr. Bryan 
and Ms. Judd awarded an electric turkey fryer.    
 
Mayor King then thanked Mr. Bryan, Ms. Judd and SSVEC again for everything they do, adding the parade 
was amazing and it was a fun time for everyone who attended.    
 


3. Discussion and possible direction to staff regarding the City’s use of Stifel, Nicolaus and Company, Inc. 
to review and advise the City on the special taxing district applications submitted by El Dorado Benson 
regarding the Vigneto Project  
 
City Manager Bill Stephens stated this item is on the agenda at the request of Councilmember Lambert and 
Councilmember McGoffin; then stated the City Clerk was getting the City’s other attorney, Mr. Paul Loucks 
who was the land use attorney, on the phone for this issue.  Mr. Stephens then stated the item being discussed 
was regarding the possible use of Stifel, Nicolaus and Company, Inc. to review the CFD (Community 
Facilities District) and RD (Revitalization District) applications with regards to special taxing districts.   
 
Councilmember Lambert stated he would speak first and then open it up to Council for discussion, adding the 
reason he put this on the agenda was to get a second opinion.  Councilmember Lambert then stated he knows 
the developer has approved anyone other than Stifel to do this and he is questioning why and wants to get a 
second opinion.  Councilmember Lambert then thanked everyone for coming to the meeting and then stated he 
wanted everyone to understand that there are no hurdles, no roadblocks or anything else, adding the company 
hired last week is already reviewing these.  Councilmember Lambert then stated the company approved by 
Council is in the process of doing their 14 days of review to get it back to Council to give the Council an idea 
of the financial side of this.  Councilmember Lambert then stated all he was asking for at this point was for the 
Council to consider having Stifel, Nicolaus go ahead and look at it also.  Councilmember Lambert then stated 
if both companies come back with the exact same report; then who’s to say what the big deal is, but if they 
come back with two different reports, the Council can then look at the differences between the two and ask 
questions as to why.  Councilmember Lambert then stated he was just trying to be open to the public, because 
the Council is here as an elected body for the public, not for themselves and he was not doing this for himself.  
Councilmember Lambert then stated everyone thinks he is trying to cause a big rift and cause a big problem, 
but he’s not, adding he is just asking for Council consideration to have two different advisors.  Councilmember 
Lambert then stated he knows the money given to the City by El Dorado, Inc. is set aside and while he’s not 
sure exactly how much that is, he knows it’s close to $150,000 with their application fees.  Councilmember 
Lambert then stated this money will pay for the any advisor the Council wants and is also to pay for the City 
Attorney that is actually working on this, adding all of these things need to come out of that fund that is set 
aside for the application fees.  Councilmember Lambert then stated he’s not trying to spend the public’s money 
and is not trying to stop the project, adding no one is trying to do that; he’s just trying to make sure the Council 
has all the advice from all the different advisors they can have so they can make a determination the right 
decision.   Councilmember Lambert then stated if the public wanted to come up and say, “Mr. Lambert, just 
shut up, sit down and ride the boat like everyone else up here,” he would be more than happy to just shut up 
and drop this off the agenda; then asked why and what everyone was trying to hide.  Councilmember Lambert 
then stated he could address each person from the Call to the Public and talk about each item they talked about 
to include one item that Ms. Whaley brought up when she said business begets business.  Councilmember 
Lambert then stated he agreed with that point, but when someone starts a business in this town, they don’t 
actually go to the person who is selling the business to ask questions and get all the answers; they look at other 
people who have done the same business and ask what the repercussions could be and what someone had to 
lose if they put their whole soul, all of their investment and life into the business. 
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Mr. Loucks called for a point of order, adding the Council was getting a little off-track of the noticed agenda 
item to discuss the City’s need for Stifel, Nicolaus.  Councilmember Lambert then stated that was the reason 
he put the item on the agenda, adding he wanted to have Council consideration to possibly look at a second 
opinion.  Councilmember Lambert then stated it could be Stifel, Nicolaus, or the other person who was at the 
Council meeting the other day, Ironwood, or anyone else so the Council could have two different reports to 
look at, so they could actually make sure they make the right decision, because once the Council makes the 
decision, there’s no turning back.   
 
Councilmember McGoffin then stated she actually talked to a few people at work and people who had come in 
and talked to her and they all wanted to know why the Council didn’t use the advisor the City had on hand.  
Councilmember McGoffin then stated she explained that from what she was aware of, Vigneto was against 
Reader, which is why the Council had to look elsewhere.  Councilmember McGoffin then stated she has no 
problem with the financial advisor the Council approved last week, but this project is the biggest thing the 
Council has going, adding there are times the current Council looks back at things done 20 years ago and then 
asks what past Councils were thinking.  Councilmember McGoffin then stated like Councilmember Lambert 
said, the review has already been started and the Council is going to get that information, but she really didn’t 
think it would hurt to have a second opinion, adding two reports have got to be better than one and the more 
information the Council has, the more educated the Council will be.  Councilmember McGoffin then stated 
like Councilmember Dempster said, if the Council doesn’t like the report, they don’t have to listen to it; then 
stated that doesn’t make a whole lot of sense to her, because she would want to find out why they didn’t like it 
and why the reports didn’t agree.  Councilmember McGoffin then stated when someone gets diagnosed with 
cancer or they don’t like the results of something, they’re going to get a second opinion.  Councilmember 
McGoffin then stated that way the Council could have two reports to look at, again adding more information is 
better.  Councilmember McGoffin then stated like Councilmember Lambert, she doesn’t care if the Council 
went with Stifel or even the person who was at the Council meeting last week, again stating she thought 
having two financial reports wouldn’t hurt.   
 
Councilmember Dempster stated he had three concerns and Mr. Loucks could possibly answer one of them; 
then stated there is a distinctive difference between a financial advisor and an underwriter, adding if he’s not 
mistaken, the contracts with Stifel were for an underwriter with Mr. Loucks stating that was correct.  
Councilmember Dempster then stated the City doesn’t have an agreement with Stifel as a financial advisor, so 
if the Council does this, he would suspect the Council would have to have a contract and would have to go 
through a process to establish a contract.  Councilmember Dempster then stated his second concern is that the 
application fee from El Dorado does cover this, provided it’s enough, but at this point, the Council doesn’t 
have an accounting on what has been spent on attorneys, staff, etc. to process the applications, then asked if 
the expenses were at the limit, if Benson would have to pay for the additional expenses or if there was still 
money left so El Dorado would pay and the City wouldn’t have to.  Councilmember Dempster then stated this 
project is a billion dollar project; then stated he has been involved in trying to bring businesses to Benson for 
the last 20 years and if they got a $100,000 project that was coming to Benson, they would celebrate.  
Councilmember Dempster then stated now we have a company that is going to bring $200 million equity 
money into Benson right off the bat, in infrastructure, adding the bond money comes later.  Councilmember 
Dempster then stated in this partnership arrangement, conceptually, there are 3 partners, Benson, El Dorado 
and maybe an underwriter, who is involved in the bonds, then noted there will be a lot of other smaller 
partnerships involved.  Councilmember Dempster then stated El Dorado has said they don’t want anything to 
do with Stifel, but they didn’t say they didn’t want anything to do with anyone else, adding they said they 
would take anyone else out the hundreds that are available.  Councilmember Dempster then stated if El Dorado 
said they only wanted to deal with one, then he would think the Council would have some concerns, but El 
Dorado didn’t say that, El Dorado said they would take anyone other than Stifel.  Councilmember Dempster 
then stated a partnership, particularly on a $1 billion project starting with $200 million of equity money instead 
of debt, should be started with some sort of working relationship right off the bat.  Councilmember Dempster 
then stated if El Dorado says they don’t want Stifel, for whatever reason, but they’ll take anyone else and the 
Council found some others that are qualified and the Council made a deal with them at the last meeting, to 
him, it’s a pretty good thing.  Councilmember Dempster then stated if the Council hires two firms, what’s to 
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say they wouldn’t hire three or four; then asked where it would stop.  Councilmember Dempster then stated 
there is going to be a full financial analysis done before the bonds are going to be placed, so he’s not 
concerned that there’s great risk there, again stating there is a big chunk of equity money that goes in early and 
most failures that happen, if not all failures that happen, are due to not having equity money in the project; 
then stated he thinks that is huge in terms of the safety of the City.   
 
Councilmember Boyle stated he was of the mind not to complicate the issue, adding he thinks Hilltop is 
probably fine, he is happy with decision Council made and he thinks they should stick with it.  
 
Vice Mayor Konrad stated two words come to mind, “fiduciary duty” adding the Council signed on with 
Hilltop Securities as a financial advisor at the last Council meeting last meeting and part of Hilltop’s 
responsibility to the City is fiduciary duty.  Vice Mayor Konrad then stated Stifel’s contract from August does 
not stipulate that Stifel has any fiduciary duty to the City of Benson, adding that raises a huge concern in his 
mind when it comes to a financial analysis and that it’s unbiased in any way.  Vice Mayor Konrad then stated 
he’s not going to say anyone would be dishonest, but if someone stands to profit downstream from this 
transaction, there’s a risk there in having someone who has a financial interest at the end of this rainbow.  Vice 
Mayor Konrad then stated he believes the Council made a prudent decision based on good sound legal advice, 
he’s happy with what the Council did, and that’s where he stays.     
 
Mayor King stated they asked Mr. Stephens and Mr. Loucks for an independent financial advisor to analyze 
the numbers in the CFD and RD applications, adding they did task them to find a financial advisor who would 
just do that.  Mayor King then stated Mr. Stephens and Mr. Loucks worked extensively on this to identify 
qualified candidates, who they then vetted and interviewed, with Mr. Stephens confirming this was correct.  
Mayor King then stated he wanted to thank Mr. Stephens and Mr. Loucks for doing the job that they did.  
Mayor King then stated the Council had a special meeting last week to hire one of the qualified candidates to 
act as the City’s financial advisor, adding the Council hired more than a qualified person, Larry Givens from 
Hilltop.  Mayor King then stated Hilltop is a nationally recognized firm with a great reputation in this industry 
as a financial advisor and has done the largest majority of these things in Arizona.  Mayor King then stated he 
doesn’t understand why the Council wouldn’t trust that and what he’s done in the past.  Mayor King then 
stated the vote at the last Council meeting did pass 6-1 and Mr. Given has already begun reviewing the 
application submitted to the City by El Dorado, adding the agenda item with Stifel, Nicolaus is unnecessary, 
but he now understands a little of what Councilmember Lambert and Councilmember McGoffin were 
explaining.  Mayor King then stated in touching on what Councilmember Dempster said, the Council hasn’t 
had a financial report, which he knows Mr. Stephens is working on, but he’s concerned on how much money 
has been spent already; then asked Mr. Stephens to comment on that.  Mr. Stephens stated the assessment of 
the City’s budget and the execution of the budget is different than the actual funding that was provided in 
payment for the application review, adding none of that money has been spent and at this point, the City hasn’t 
received any bills from any of the companies, so the full amount that was submitted remains.  Mr. Stephens 
then stated the fee was $15,000 per RD, $15,000 only for the CFDs and $25,000 given to the City two years 
ago by El Dorado to be used for legal review, which eventually will be used to pay Mr. Gukenberger for his 
legal review.  Mr. Stephens then stated the total amount of money will be used across the board as the City 
goes through the process of reviewing the applications, adding all of that funding was specifically for RD and 
CFD applications, so it is different than the City’s budget execution.  Mr. Stephens then stated in order to 
determine the impact, for example, of the City Attorney’s use of time to be involved in this process, it would 
have to be reviewed and it would have to be defined where the City Attorney’s time was spent and if it was 
spent in the CFD or RD review process, adding it was, then it might be qualifiable to be refunded back to the 
General Fund, noting again, those funds were specifically for RD and CFD review.   
 
Mayor King stated this is where his concern comes in, adding the Council doesn’t know how much time the 
City has used or is going to use in the future.  Mayor King then stated he thinks the Council needs to remove 
all the confusion on this, stick to who they hired last week and not spend any more money on this, adding the 
Council should let Hilltop do their job, which they are highly qualified to do, noting they are from Arizona and 
have done many of these in the state of Arizona.  Mayor King then stated he thinks the Council needs to stay 
focused and doesn’t need to throw thumbtacks down or poke anyone during the process, adding the Council 
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agreed to hire Hilltop and needs to stick to the decision.  Mayor King then stated he meant no disrespect 
toward Councilmember Lambert or Councilmember McGoffin, but he thought the Council should stick to their 
decision.   
 
Councilmember Lambert stated the information given to him by Councilmember Dempster regarding the fact 
that Stifel is not financial advisors, but are underwriters, is actually true, adding he looked at the application 
and it is true.  Councilmember Lambert then stated in light of that information, he would like to withdraw his 
support for the item number 3.   
 
Mayor King then moved to have the City Manager thank Stifel, Nicolaus and Company for what they have 
done for the City and say no to using them as a financial advisor on this agenda, adding with this being such a 
delicate situation, he also believes the City shouldn’t use them in the future; then stated that was his motion. 
 
Vice Mayor Konrad asked Mayor King to restate his motion. 
 
Mayor King then stated he would like to move that the City Manager thank Stifel, Nicolaus and Company for 
what they have done for the City and to say no to using them as a financial advisor on this agenda item and to 
not using them on this development in the future.  Seconded by Vice Mayor Konrad.   
 
Vice Mayor Konrad then stated he did have one comment and asked if there were any billable hours the City 
was liable for at this point with Stifel that need to be squared up with Mr. Stephens stating there were.  Vice 
Mayor Konrad asked when the Council could have an accounting of that with Mr. Stephens stating there were 
some technicalities in the actual Council-approved contract with Stifel, Nicolaus and he would have to discuss 
that with Mr. Loucks to determine the way forward, adding he doesn’t have the contract terms memorized, but 
Stifel, Nicolaus has done work for the City so it may end up that the City will have to pay for those particular 
billable hours.  Vice Mayor Konrad then asked if it would be fair to have that as an agenda item at the Council 
meeting on the 28th meeting, asking if that would be enough time to get the numbers to Council with Mr. 
Stephens stating if the Council was just looking for a report back in terms of numbers, he could probably do 
that without it being an agenda item.  Vice Mayor Konrad then asked Mr. Stephens to please report on that as 
part of his report to Council with Mr. Stephens stated he would.   
 
Councilmember Lambert stated he had a question, then stated in the motion, Mayor King moved to not use 
Stifel anymore for this project whatsoever, so basically, the Council is cancelling the contracts that the Council 
actually signed with Mayor King stating he did not move to cancel the contracts; he is just saying not to use 
them any longer.  Councilmember Lambert then stated the seven contracts were for this project directly, then 
asked Mr. Stephens if they were or were not with Mr. Stephens stating Mr. Loucks or Mr. Cohen might have 
other information, but otherwise he believes the contracts were specific to the CFD/RD application review.  
Mr. Stephens then stated he also believes the Stifel, Nicolaus contracts, because they are a bond underwriter 
also allows them to, if selected by the CFD Board or whoever Council appoints, could then carry forward into 
the CFD district and become the bond underwriter. 
 
Mayor King asked Mr. Loucks to weigh in on his motion with Mr. Loucks stating the contracts approved by 
the Mayor and Council back in August were specific to the CFD applications and RD applications that are 
currently pending for review, so both Vice Mayor Konrad and Mr. Stephens were correct.  Mr. Loucks then 
stated the effect of the motion will be that Stifel will not be performing any further work.  Mayor King asked if 
his motion was out of step with the agenda item.  Vice Mayor Konrad then stated he believed Mayor King was 
asking if his motion was consistent with the agenda item with Mr. Loucks stating it was.   
 
Mayor King then called for a vote and voted aye.  Councilmember McGoffin stated she was voting nay, only 
because of the last line of the motion, adding she was ok with everything else except not using them in the 
future.   
 
Motion passed 4-2 with Councilmember Lambert and Councilmember McGoffin voting nay.   
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4. Discussion and Possible action regarding the Benson Clean and Beautiful and Benson Chamber of 
Commerce request for support for the Benson Christmas Festival, set for Saturday, December 16, 2017   
 
City Manager Bill Stephens asked if it would be permissible to allow Mr. Loucks to hang up and not be part of 
the remaining meeting, adding Mr. Cohen could remain on the phone for the rest of the meeting.  Mayor King 
then thanked Mr. Loucks for attending via phone, adding he knows Mr. Loucks has been very busy.  
 
City Manager Bill Stephens then stated at the Council meeting held on November 13, Benson Clean & 
Beautiful asked for sponsorship of the Benson Christmas Festival, adding at that time, they believed they 
would be allowed to hold the event on 4th Street and discussed the need for barricades.  Mr. Stephens then 
stated Council approved $2,000 for the support of the festival, but Benson Clean & Beautiful has since been 
notified by ADOT that the event must be held elsewhere, thus the barricades discussed at the meeting are no 
longer required.  Mr. Stephens then stated Benson Clean & Beautiful has now asked to be on the agenda 
tonight to discuss and inform the Mayor and Council of the changes that have come to light regarding the 
Benson Christmas Festival and to clarify that the previously approved funding from the City, if authorized by 
Council, will be used for other festival expenses.  Mr. Stephens then stated Ms. Cindy Allen and Ms. Reagan 
Wilmarth are here at the meeting tonight and Ms. Allen will address the Council and answer questions Council 
may have.  Mr. Stephens then stated should the Council wish to sponsor the event, Staff would like to see a 
ratification of the previously approved funding via a motion and vote. 
 
Ms. Allen then addressed Council stating she was representing Benson Clean & Beautiful and Regain 
Wilmarth representing the Benson Chamber.  Ms. Allen then stated a failure in training of the ADOT 
permitting division has caused the Christmas Festival to be changed, adding at no time, since Ms. Wilmarth 
contacted ADOT in August about closing 4th Street was anything mentioned about ADOT being unable to 
close a state highway for commerce or a street fair.  Ms. Allen then stated after two positive phone calls on 
December 1, the third call was from Olivan Moore denying the permit.  Ms. Allen then stated there is no ARS 
statute referencing denial, but there is an administrative policy in force.  Ms. Allen then stated Plan B was for a 
temporary event crosswalk allowing pedestrians to access the Visitor Center and events to be held there, which 
was approved by ADOT but deemed not feasible by City of Benson Police, then stated Plan C is closing 
Huachuca Street between 4th and 6th and the City will be assisting with barricades to close off 5th Street 
going east and west and the affected businesses’ parking lots.  Ms. Allen then stated on November 13, Ms. 
Wilmarth came before the honorable Council to request a sponsorship to assist in the great cost of barricades 
to close 4th, but in light of the permit denial, they will make good on their promise to return the City of 
Benson’s $2,000 sponsorship, if so desired.  Ms. Allen then stated her question for Council tonight, is if they 
would continue to support the event with the $2,000 that has already been received, adding the money will 
benefit not only their organizations, but it will enable them to continue our missions.  Ms. Allen then stated 
Benson Clean & Beautiful will continue their mural project, which brings people in and the Chamber will 
continue its quest to bring in new businesses and commerce.  Ms. Allen then stated these funds also allow 
them to continue their traditional events for the forthcoming years, such as Butterfield Stage Days, Christmas 
and any other events that they deem will bring in more people. 
 
Mayor King stated he knows people who are waiting for this event, adding he thinks that since it is for the 
community and they host all the different events in the community, they should be able to keep the funding.  
Mayor King then stated the Council has given them support in the past with Ms. Allen confirming the funding 
was for events in Benson.  Ms. Allen then stated the Council has sponsored events in the past, but because this 
funding was for a specific purpose, she wanted to come before Council and ask for the sponsorship to remain 
in place allowing them to continue hosting events.   
 
Councilmember McGoffin stated the first funding request for this event was for barricades, but when the 
Council sponsored the Butterfield Rodeo, the funding wasn’t for something specific and she was good with it 
being done that way, just as she is good with this. 
 
Councilmember Dempster stated it was honorable that they offered to give the funding back to the City. 
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Councilmember Boyle stated the request was for a specific purpose and they were no longer using the money 
for that purpose, but being that it’s Christmas, he couldn’t say no.   
 
Councilmember Lambert stated the Council has helped them and others in the past, adding he thinks it will be 
spent wisely.  Councilmember Lambert then stated he knows the City Attorney has a hard time with these 
requests with Mr. Cohen stating the Council is aware of the issue.  Councilmember Lambert then stated the 
issue is the gift clause, which addresses giving money without a getting back a tangible asset, but for the 
community, the asset is the community, adding this is giving back to the people who paid the taxes.  Ms. Allen 
then noted the event is from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 
Mayor King moved to allow the Benson Clean & Beautiful and the Chamber to keep the sponsorship.  
Seconded by Councilmember McGoffin.  Motion passed 6-0. 
     


DEPARTMENT REPORTS:  No comments from Council. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  


 
Mayor King wished those present a Merry Christmas.  Vice Mayor Konrad then moved to adjourn at 8:44 p.m.  
Seconded by Councilmember McGoffin.  Motion passed 6-0. 
 
 


                  
____________________________ 


                 Toney D. King, Sr., Mayor 
  ATTEST: 
   


____________________________   
  Vicki L. Vivian, CMC, City Clerk 
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THE SPECIAL MEETING 


OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF BENSON, ARIZONA 
HELD JANUARY 16, 2018 AT 7:00 P.M. 


AT CITY HALL, 120 W. 6TH STREET, BENSON, ARIZONA         
 


CALL TO ORDER:    
    


Mayor King called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.      
 


ROLL CALL:   
 


Present were: Mayor Toney D. King, Sr., Vice Mayor Joe Konrad, Councilmembers Pat Boyle, Larry Dempster 
and David Lambert.  Absent was:  Councilmember Levi Garner. 
 
Mayor King then stated he would have the Council address New Business Item 1 before considering the 
Executive Session. 


 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
1. Discussion and possible action regarding an agreement between GMAC Mortgage, LLC, and the City of 


Benson to address and settle ongoing litigation filed in the Cochise County Superior Court under Cause No. 
CV 2016-530    
 
City Attorney Gary Cohen stated City Attorney Paul Loucks has been the lead on this litigation matter from the 
time the property was taken over and through the bankruptcy court in New York, so Mr. Loucks was going to 
address this.  City Clerk called Mr. Loucks, who attended via phone.  City Manager Bill Stephens then stated in 
2016, the City Building Official issued an order under the City Building Code to abate a nuisance at the Benson 
Motel, 185 W. 4th Street.  Mr. Stephens then stated when the City Building Official received no response, he and 
the City Manager decided to pursue an action in the Superior Court seeking a Court Order that the property be 
cleaned.  Mr. Stephens then stated after a hearing, Superior Court Judge Charles Irwin determined that the 
improvements on the property had to be removed to abate the ongoing nuisances and ordered that, if the property 
owner did not clean up the property, the City was authorized to do so.  Mr. Stephens then stated the City 
eventually demolished the property and brought the property to a safe condition in February 2016, adding when 
the City returned to the Court to obtain a judgment in the amount of the costs it spent to clean up the property, the 
owner, GMAC Mortgage appeared for the first time and convinced the Court to stay the proceedings until a 
bankruptcy court in New York decided how the City could proceed.  Mr. Stephens then stated after GMAC 
entered into bankruptcy, the Court formed a Trust to collect GMAC’s assets, sell the assets, and resolve all pre-
bankruptcy claims against GMAC from the resulting fund.  Mr. Stephens then stated insufficient funds exist in 
that Trust to pay in full all pre-bankruptcy claims, noting this claim would have a different priority because it 
arose after the date GMAC filed its bankruptcy petition.  Mr. Stephens then stated without an agreement with the 
GMAC, the City faces the possibility that it would expend significant funds to resolve the question of how to 
collect on a judgment on a post-petition claim against GMAC, adding this proposed settlement agreement allows 
the City to take a judgment for the costs it incurred to clean up the GMAC property and to file an action in the 
Superior Court to foreclose GMAC’s interests in the property – in other words to take the property in satisfaction 
of its claim.  Mr. Stephens then stated Staff recommends the approval of the agreement, then noted the total costs 
to the City for the property was $74,258.90.  Mr. Cohen then stated he would like to make sure the record reflect 
the dates Mr. Stephens mentioned in 2016 were actually 2017, adding the dates are not material to the discussion.  
Mr. Cohen then stated he would like to note the settlement agreement before Council has been amended to 
remove the confidentiality clause, adding the revised version was sent to Council and was posted on the City’s 
website earlier in the day, again noting the only difference was the removal of the confidentiality provision from 
the original agreement.  Mr. Cohen stated often times, parties in settlement agreements, will put in confidentiality 
clauses, but cities are not allowed to keep settlement agreements confidential.    
 
Mr. Loucks stated he was on the phone to answer any questions the Council may have, then briefly explained the 
bankruptcy, stating GMAC was a national mortgage lender and following the financial difficulties of 2008, 
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GMAC filed for bankruptcy.  Mr. Loucks then stated at that time, GMAC’s assets were small compared to their 
debt and a committee was appointed to liquidate its assets, adding in that process, questions came up about pre-
petition debts vs. post-petition debts, and GMAC has now threatened to come down to Cochise County and 
litigate the issue.  Mr. Loucks then stated rather than spending time and money on the case, the settlement 
agreement seemed like a good alternative and Mr. Stephens approved negotiating it, adding the agreement will 
allow the City to take the property in satisfaction of the judgment.  
 
Councilmember Boyle asked if anyone had any idea of what the property appraises for with Public Works 
Director Brad Hamilton stating at this point, the City has not had the property appraised.  Councilmember Boyle 
then stated he thought $74,000 would be a pretty good deal for a piece of property on Main Street of that size, but 
it would be hard to know without an appraisal.  Mr. Stephens then stated that was his thinking, adding the other 
possibility was to pay to send Mr. Loucks to New York to the Federal Bankruptcy court to battle in court, which 
would have been extremely expensive.   
 
Vice Mayor Konrad then asked if there would be any legacy problems with the property should the Council 
decide to sell it with Mr. Hamilton stating that was the reason the City had a contractor come in to do both the 
survey and the full abatement; then noted those did add significantly to the cost.  
 
Councilmember Lambert asked if GMAC was 100% on board with giving the City the property with Mr. Loucks 
stating they were, adding both GMAC and the Trustee are signing different documents that will allow this to go 
forward.  
 
Councilmember Dempster stated the City has about $74,000 in the property that will be free and clear, then asked 
about specific expenses with Mr. Hamilton stating the outside expenses were about $65,000 and City employees, 
time and equipment was another $8,500. 
 
Councilmember Boyle asked where the funding was taken from to complete the project with Mr. Hamilton stating 
the funding was taken from the General Fund.  Mayor King then confirmed that any income from the property 
would go back to the General Fund; then thanked everyone involved for their work on the project and the 
settlement agreement.  
 
Councilmember Lambert moved to approve an agreement between GMAC Mortgage, LLC, and the City of 
Benson to address and settle ongoing litigation filed in the Cochise County Superior Court under Cause No. CV 
2016-530. Seconded by Boyle.  Motion passed 5-0. 
 


EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Executive session pursuant to A.R.S. section 38-431.03(A)(1), (3) and (4) regarding City 
Manager Stephens’ recent resignation, existing contract, and relevant terms thereof for the remainder of his tenure. 
 


Mayor King moved to enter into an Executive Session at 7:20 p.m. with the Council, the City Attorney and the 
City Clerk.  Seconded by Councilmember Boyle.  Motion passed 4-1 with Councilmember Lambert voting nay. 
 
Council reconvened at 8:24 p.m.    


 
ADJOURNMENT:  


 
Vice Mayor Konrad moved to adjourn at 8:24 p.m.  Seconded by Councilmember Boyle.  Motion passed 5-0.  
 
 


                  
____________________________ 


                 Toney D. King, Sr., Mayor 
  ATTEST: 
   


____________________________   
  Vicki L. Vivian, CMC, City Clerk 







                                                                                                                                                                                  
             


      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Discussion:  
 
The Historic Preservation Commission creates criteria to identify historic landmarks or districts, nominates 
properties to the National Registrar and otherwise promotes the historic character of Benson.  
 
Mrs. Phyllis Little joined the Historic Preservation Commission in 2008.  She regularly attended meeting and 
participated in Commission events and goals.  However, Mrs. Little is no longer able to participate in the 
Commission and has submitted her letter of resignation.  
 
 
Attachments: Letter of resignation for Phyllis Little 
 


Staff Recommendation: 
 
Approval of the resignation of Phyllis Little from the Benson Historic Preservation Commission 
 
 
 
 


To: Mayor and Council                         Consent Agenda Item # 1d 
                                               
From: Michelle Johnson, Planning Technician/GIS                   
           
 
 


 


Subject: 
 
Resignation of Phyllis Little from the Benson Historic Preservation Commission     
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Consent 1d - Exhibit - Historic Preservation Commission Resignation - Little.txt[1/18/2018 10:22:53 AM]


From: Rich&Phyllis@


Sent: Wednesday, December 27, 2017 1:46 PM 
To: Vicki Vivian; 
Cc: 


Michelle Johnson


Subject:	 Resignation


This is to formally advise that I hereby resign from the Benson Historic Commission effective 
immediately.  


 I have enjoyed working with all of you over the past approximate 10 or 11 years. 
I hope that future federal, state and local budgets will reward the Commission  
for its efforts, and result in recognition of the many historic buildings and/or 
districts in the City of Benson, AZ. 


I will transfer all of my records to Alwine Fraga in the near future. 


Phyllis Little







                                                                                                                                                                                  
             


      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Discussion:  
 
The Planning & Zoning Commission (P&Z) is a recommendation body, focusing on planning and development 
proposals and regulations prior to their formal adoption by Council.  P&Z holds public hearings on development 
proposals to gather public input, and reviews and makes recommendations on proposed code changes.    
There are seven (7) positions on the Commission.  
 
Commissioner Barbara Thompson, having accepted a position with the City of Benson, has submitted her 
resignation from the Commission.   
 


Member 1 Term  2015-2018 filled 
Member 2 Term  2015-2018 RESIGNED 
Member 3 Term  2015-2018 filled 
Member 4 Term  2016-2019 filled 
Member 5 Term  2016-2019 filled 
Member 6 Term  2017-2020 filled 
Member 7 Term  2017-2020 filled 


 
Attachments: 
Resignation letter from Barbara Thompson 
 


Staff Recommendation: 
 
Approval of the resignation of Barbara Thompson from the Benson Planning & Zoning Commission 


To: Mayor and Council                         Consent Agenda Item # 1e 
                                               
From: Michelle Johnson, Planning Technician/GIS                   
           
 
 


 


Subject: 
 
Resignation of Barbara Thompson from the Benson Planning & Zoning Commission     
 
 
 


 


City of  Benson 
      City Council Communication  
 
Regular Meeting                                     January 22, 2018 











                                                                                                                                                                                  
             


      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Discussion:  
 
Attached is a list of large and/or unusual invoices processed by the Finance Department during the period from 
December 29, 2017 through January 10, 2018.  The total of the invoices is $207,345.62. 
 
      
 
 
    


       
AZ Municipal Risk Retention 
Pool Quarterly Insurance 


                                     
55,302.00  


Blue Cross Blue Shield 
Monthly Health Insurance Premium 
Payment 


                                     
51,913.05  


National Bank of Arizona 
Credit Card Invoice - Various Supplies, 
Parts, etc  


                                     
49,103.20  


TOTAL LARGE INVOICES   
                                   
156,318.25  


Invoices listed above as a percentage of all invoices processed 75% 


   
   
   
Grand total invoices 


 


                                               
207,345.62  


      
  
 
 
 
 


Staff Recommendation: 
 
Approval of invoices processed for the period from December 29, 2017 through January 10, 2018 
 
 
 
 
 


To: Mayor and Council                         Consent Agenda Item # 1f 
                                               
From: Deb Trate, Finance                     
           
 
 


 


Subject: 
 
Invoices processed for the period from December 29, 2017 through January 10, 2018       
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CITY OF BENSON Check Register - Council Packets Page:     1


Check Issue Dates: 12/29/2017 - 1/10/2018 Jan 11, 2018  03:40PM


Report Criteria:


Report type:  Summary


Check.Type = {<>} "Adjustment"


GL Period Check Issue Date Check Number Vendor Number Payee Amount


01/18 01/01/2018 592 6756 SOUTHERN ARIZONA DISTRIBUTING 312.50 M


12/17 12/29/2017 7396 5496 NATIONWIDE  RETIREMENT SOLUTIONS 300.00 M


12/17 12/29/2017 7397 1490 AZ STATE RETIREMENT    ACC REC 22,089.72 M


12/17 12/29/2017 7398 5454 NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 49,103.20 M


12/17 12/29/2017 7399 5495 NATIONWIDE RETIREMENT SOLUTION 560.00 M


01/18 01/01/2018 8032 1130 AMERICAN FAMILY LIFE ASSURANCE 1,916.99 M


01/18 01/03/2018 8033 2970 COLONIAL LIFE ASSURANCE 27.25 M


12/17 12/29/2017 50857 2750 CITY OF BENSON - UTILITIES 38.78


12/17 12/29/2017 50858 5161 JOHNSON MARK LLC 51.63


12/17 12/29/2017 50859 5157 MARYLAND CHILD SUPPORT ACCOUNT 69.81


12/17 12/29/2017 50860 5927 PIONEER CREDIT RECOVERY INC 100.86


12/17 12/29/2017 50861 2791 SUPPORT PAYMENT CLEARINGHOUSE 189.61


01/18 01/01/2018 50862 1116 ALL CREATURES VETERINARY SERVICE 98.20


01/18 01/01/2018 50863 1216 AMERIPRIDE SERVICES INC 50.88


01/18 01/01/2018 50864 1345 ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION 1,000.00


01/18 01/01/2018 50865 1728 AZ MUN RISK RETENTION POOL 55,302.00


01/18 01/01/2018 50866 2160 BENSON VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT INC 6,600.00


01/18 01/01/2018 50867 7790 BRANDT, WILLIAM 200.00


01/18 01/01/2018 50868 3050 COMMUNITY FOOD PANTRY OF 130.00


01/18 01/01/2018 50869 3110 COSTCO MEMBERSHIP 130.32


01/18 01/01/2018 50870 3119 COX COMMUNICATIONS 474.79


01/18 01/01/2018 50871 11367 DAVID THOMPSON 611.00


01/18 01/01/2018 50872 3677 EXECUTECH 1,158.85


01/18 01/01/2018 50873 3704 FARMER BROTHERS COFFEE 286.55


01/18 01/01/2018 50874 3240 FOSTER, DARRELL 200.00


01/18 01/01/2018 50875 3975 GEOFFREY MCGOFFIN 200.00


01/18 01/01/2018 50876 7895 JAMES HANSEN JR. 200.00


01/18 01/01/2018 50877 4505 JERRY FINK 200.00


01/18 01/01/2018 50878 6144 JOHNSON II, RAY 200.00


01/18 01/01/2018 50879 5551 MALDONADO, ANICLETO D 200.00


01/18 01/01/2018 50880 5224 MERIT FOODS OF ARIZONA 2,571.95


01/18 01/01/2018 50881 4840 NAPIER, LARRY 200.00


01/18 01/01/2018 50882 7731 PURCELL WESTERN STATES TIRE 591.83


01/18 01/01/2018 50883 4573 RODRIGUEZ, JOE 200.00


01/18 01/01/2018 50884 8914 ROTHERMICH, JOE 200.00


01/18 01/01/2018 50885 5786 TEAGUE, PATRICK 200.00


01/18 01/01/2018 50886 8907 THELANDER, JAMES 200.00


01/18 01/01/2018 50887 5980 U.S. POSTAL SERVICE 166.00


01/18 01/01/2018 50888 7495 UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD CO. 200.00


01/18 01/01/2018 50889 7402 US FOODS 1,948.88


01/18 01/01/2018 50890 7667 VERIZON WIRELESS 2,915.36


01/18 01/01/2018 50891 5663 WIST OFFICE PRODUCTS 75.39


01/18 01/03/2018 50893 1116 ALL CREATURES VETERINARY SERVICE 15.00


01/18 01/03/2018 50894 2250 BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 51,913.05


01/18 01/03/2018 50895 2739 CINTAS CORP. LOC. 445 63.05


01/18 01/03/2018 50896 2730 DAVID STEVENS 118.00


01/18 01/03/2018 50897 3151 OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH CENTERS 57.00


01/18 01/03/2018 50898 6010 PRINCIPAL FINANCIAL GROUP 3,019.46


01/18 01/03/2018 50899 7312 TRUJILLO, FRED 200.00


01/18 01/03/2018 50900 7652 VISION SERVICE PLAN 487.71


          Grand Totals:  207,345.62


M = Manual Check, V = Void Check
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CITY OF BENSON Payment Approval Report - Council Packets Page:     1


Report dates: 12/29/2017-1/10/2018 Jan 11, 2018  03:41PM


Report Criteria:


Invoices with totals above $0.00 included.


Only paid invoices included.


 Fund Vendor Name Invoice Number Invoice Date Description Net 


Invoice Amount


GENERAL FUND


10-22250  RETIREMENT PAYABLE


GENERAL FUND AZ STATE RETIREMENT    ACC  122217 12/29/2017 RETIREMENT CONTRIBUTION 22,089.72


GENERAL FUND NATIONWIDE  RETIREMENT SO 122217 12/29/2017 DEFERRED COMPENSATION 300.00


GENERAL FUND NATIONWIDE RETIREMENT SO 122217 12/29/2017 DEFERRED COMPENSATION 560.00


          Total 10-22250  RETIREMENT PAYABLE: 22,949.72


10-22265  GARNISHMENTS PAYABLE


GENERAL FUND JOHNSON MARK LLC 122217 12/29/2017 GARNISHMENT 51.63


GENERAL FUND MARYLAND CHILD SUPPORT A L-122217 12/29/2017 #340002729 69.81


GENERAL FUND PIONEER CREDIT RECOVERY I 122217 12/29/2017 GARNISHMENT 100.86


GENERAL FUND SUPPORT PAYMENT CLEARIN A-122217 12/29/2017 #0002160133-00 52.93


GENERAL FUND SUPPORT PAYMENT CLEARIN L-122217 12/29/2017 #000508942900 136.68


          Total 10-22265  GARNISHMENTS PAYABLE: 411.91


10-22280  HEALTH INSURANCE PAYABLE


GENERAL FUND AMERICAN FAMILY LIFE ASSU 430201 12/11/2017 EMPLOYEE INSURANCE 1,916.99


GENERAL FUND BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 121817 12/18/2017 HEALTH INSURANCE - AAA 49,107.96


GENERAL FUND BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 121817A 12/18/2017 HEALTH INSURANCE - AAB 2,163.48-


GENERAL FUND BLUE CROSS-BLUE SHIELD 121817B 12/18/2017 HEALTH INSURANCE - AAC 4,968.57


          Total 10-22280  HEALTH INSURANCE PAYABLE: 53,830.04


10-22282  COLONIAL


GENERAL FUND COLONIAL LIFE ASSURANCE E8248601 12/25/2017 EMPLOYEE INSURANCE 27.25


          Total 10-22282  COLONIAL: 27.25


10-22285  DENTAL INSURANCE PAYABLE


GENERAL FUND PRINCIPAL FINANCIAL GROUP 121817 12/18/2017 DENTAL INSURANCE 1,973.79


          Total 10-22285  DENTAL INSURANCE PAYABLE: 1,973.79


10-22287  Vision Insurance Payable


GENERAL FUND VISION SERVICE PLAN 121617 12/16/2017 VISION INSURANCE MONTHLY 487.71


          Total 10-22287  Vision Insurance Payable: 487.71


10-22290  LIFE INSURANCE PAYABLE


GENERAL FUND PRINCIPAL FINANCIAL GROUP 121817A 12/18/2017 LIFE INSURANCE 1,045.67


          Total 10-22290  LIFE INSURANCE PAYABLE: 1,045.67


10-41-310  PROFESSIONAL SERVICES - HR


GENERAL FUND OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH CENT 159150923 12/13/2017 NEW HIRE DRUG TESTING - GC 57.00


          Total 10-41-310  PROFESSIONAL SERVICES - HR: 57.00


10-41-330  IT SERVICES


GENERAL FUND EXECUTECH 120117 12/01/2017 IT MAINTENANCE 1,158.85
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Report dates: 12/29/2017-1/10/2018 Jan 11, 2018  03:41PM


 Fund Vendor Name Invoice Number Invoice Date Description Net 


Invoice Amount


          Total 10-41-330  IT SERVICES: 1,158.85


10-41-410  UTILITIES


GENERAL FUND CITY OF BENSON - UTILITIES 121517 12/15/2017 UTILITIES 22.25


GENERAL FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 POWER 783.16


          Total 10-41-410  UTILITIES: 805.41


10-41-415  TELEPHONE


GENERAL FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 RING CENTRAL - PHONES 2,841.10


GENERAL FUND VERIZON WIRELESS 9798012061 12/12/2017 CELL PHONE 95.03


          Total 10-41-415  TELEPHONE: 2,936.13


10-41-520  INSURANCE


GENERAL FUND AZ MUN RISK RETENTION POO 40000749-120 12/04/2017 INSURANCE 17,143.62


          Total 10-41-520  INSURANCE: 17,143.62


10-42-591  EMPLOYEE COUNCIL


GENERAL FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 SUPPLIES 16.70


          Total 10-42-591  EMPLOYEE COUNCIL: 16.70


10-43-300  PROFESSIONAL SERVICES


GENERAL FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 ICC CODE BOOKS 3,256.81


          Total 10-43-300  PROFESSIONAL SERVICES: 3,256.81


10-45-300  PROFESSIONAL SERVICES


GENERAL FUND U.S. POSTAL SERVICE 121217 12/12/2017 BOX 2287 ANNUAL FEE 166.00


          Total 10-45-300  PROFESSIONAL SERVICES: 166.00


10-45-340  EDUCATION & TRAINING


GENERAL FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 CUFF & AMMO 43.77


          Total 10-45-340  EDUCATION & TRAINING: 43.77


10-45-410  UTILITIES


GENERAL FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 POWER 180.14


GENERAL FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 POWER 645.73


          Total 10-45-410  UTILITIES: 825.87


10-45-415  TELECOMMUNICATIONS


GENERAL FUND VERIZON WIRELESS 9797983799 12/12/2017 PD DATA LINK 400.10


GENERAL FUND VERIZON WIRELESS 9798012061 12/12/2017 CELL PHONE 87.08


GENERAL FUND VERIZON WIRELESS 9798012061 12/12/2017 CELL PHONE 893.50


          Total 10-45-415  TELECOMMUNICATIONS: 1,380.68


10-45-594  ANIMAL MEDICAL FROM DONATIONS


GENERAL FUND ALL CREATURES VETERINARY  149210 12/06/2017 RABIES 15.00


GENERAL FUND ALL CREATURES VETERINARY  149258 12/08/2017 RABIES X 6, MEDICINE 98.20
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Report dates: 12/29/2017-1/10/2018 Jan 11, 2018  03:41PM


 Fund Vendor Name Invoice Number Invoice Date Description Net 


Invoice Amount


          Total 10-45-594  ANIMAL MEDICAL FROM DONATIONS: 113.20


10-45-610  OFFICE SUPPLIES


GENERAL FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 DESK 586.39


          Total 10-45-610  OFFICE SUPPLIES: 586.39


10-45-630  COMPUTER SUPPLIES


GENERAL FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 BATTERIES 25.57


GENERAL FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 CREDIT RETURNS 35.51-


          Total 10-45-630  COMPUTER SUPPLIES: 9.94-


10-45-640  OPERATING SUPPLIES


GENERAL FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 SUPPLIES - COSTCO 115.89


GENERAL FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 GIFTS FOR CHILDREN 52.95


          Total 10-45-640  OPERATING SUPPLIES: 168.84


10-45-670  VEHICLE REPAIRS & MAINT


GENERAL FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 REPAIRS 334.84


          Total 10-45-670  VEHICLE REPAIRS & MAINT: 334.84


10-46-300  PROFESSIONAL SERVICES


GENERAL FUND BENSON VOLUNTEER FIRE DE 122 01/01/2018 MONTHLY PAYMENT 6,600.00


          Total 10-46-300  PROFESSIONAL SERVICES: 6,600.00


10-46-340  EDUCATION & TRAINING W/ TRAVEL


GENERAL FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 TRAINING 296.00


          Total 10-46-340  EDUCATION & TRAINING W/ TRAVEL: 296.00


10-46-410  UTILITIES


GENERAL FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 POWER 672.69


          Total 10-46-410  UTILITIES: 672.69


10-46-415  TELEPHONE


GENERAL FUND VERIZON WIRELESS 9798012061 12/12/2017 CELL PHONE 358.44


          Total 10-46-415  TELEPHONE: 358.44


10-46-430  EQUIP REPAIRS & MAINT


GENERAL FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 REPAIRS TO PAGERS 496.87


          Total 10-46-430  EQUIP REPAIRS & MAINT: 496.87


10-46-431  TURNOUT MAINTENANCE


GENERAL FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 TURN OUT REPAIRS 60.00


          Total 10-46-431  TURNOUT MAINTENANCE: 60.00


10-46-640  OPERATING SUPPLIES


GENERAL FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 SUPPLIES 86.82
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Report dates: 12/29/2017-1/10/2018 Jan 11, 2018  03:41PM


 Fund Vendor Name Invoice Number Invoice Date Description Net 


Invoice Amount


GENERAL FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 BATTERIES 677.85


          Total 10-46-640  OPERATING SUPPLIES: 764.67


10-49-410  UTILITIES


GENERAL FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 POWER 747.28


          Total 10-49-410  UTILITIES: 747.28


10-50-410  UTILITIES


GENERAL FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 POWER 2,187.59


          Total 10-50-410  UTILITIES: 2,187.59


10-50-415  TELEPHONE


GENERAL FUND COX COMMUNICATIONS 121417 12/14/2017 MONTHLY INTERNET SERVICES 114.00


GENERAL FUND COX COMMUNICATIONS 121417 12/14/2017 TELEPHONE 60.80


GENERAL FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 COX COMMUNICATION 174.80


GENERAL FUND VERIZON WIRELESS 9798012061 12/12/2017 CELL PHONE 59.54


          Total 10-50-415  TELEPHONE: 409.14


10-50-640  OTHER OPERATING SUPPLIES


GENERAL FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 PARTS 39.97


GENERAL FUND UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD CO. 290729744 12/07/2017 LEASE BEAUTIFICATION/PARKS 200.00


          Total 10-50-640  OTHER OPERATING SUPPLIES: 239.97


10-50-670  VEHICLE REPAIRS & MAINT


GENERAL FUND PURCELL WESTERN STATES TI 6111152 12/13/2017 TIRES 591.83


          Total 10-50-670  VEHICLE REPAIRS & MAINT: 591.83


10-56-300  PROFESSIONAL SERVICES


GENERAL FUND ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF AD 180000001058 12/18/2017 OPEN BOOKS ANNUAL RENEWAL FEE 1,000.00


          Total 10-56-300  PROFESSIONAL SERVICES: 1,000.00


10-56-415  TELEPHONE


GENERAL FUND VERIZON WIRELESS 9798012061 12/12/2017 CELL PHONE 181.31


          Total 10-56-415  TELEPHONE: 181.31


10-57-410  UTILITIES - POOL


GENERAL FUND COX COMMUNICATIONS 120917 12/09/2017 TV 2.99


GENERAL FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 POWER 624.84


GENERAL FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 POWER 365.30


          Total 10-57-410  UTILITIES - POOL: 993.13


10-57-417  TELEPHONE - COMM CENTER


GENERAL FUND COX COMMUNICATIONS 120917 12/09/2017 MONTHLY INTERNET SERVICES 114.00


GENERAL FUND COX COMMUNICATIONS 120917 12/09/2017 TELEPHONE 69.00


GENERAL FUND VERIZON WIRELESS 9798012061 12/12/2017 CELL PHONE 27.48


          Total 10-57-417  TELEPHONE - COMM CENTER: 210.48
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 Fund Vendor Name Invoice Number Invoice Date Description Net 


Invoice Amount


10-58-545  FOOD PANTRY


GENERAL FUND COMMUNITY FOOD PANTRY O 118 01/01/2018 MONTHLY ASSISTANCE 130.00


          Total 10-58-545  FOOD PANTRY: 130.00


10-58-546  FOOD BANK


GENERAL FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 POWER 551.17


          Total 10-58-546  FOOD BANK: 551.17


10-58-582  HOLIDAY TREE & LIGHTING


GENERAL FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 TREE LIGHTING SUPPLIES 143.37


          Total 10-58-582  HOLIDAY TREE & LIGHTING: 143.37


10-58-583  HOLIDAY LIGHT PARADE


GENERAL FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 HOLIDAY LIGHT PARADE SUPPLIES 128.22


          Total 10-58-583  HOLIDAY LIGHT PARADE: 128.22


10-60-410  UTILITIES


GENERAL FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 POWER 181.80


          Total 10-60-410  UTILITIES: 181.80


10-60-415  TELEPHONE


GENERAL FUND COX COMMUNICATIONS 121317 12/13/2017 MONTHLY INTERNET SERVICES 114.00


GENERAL FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 COX COMMUNICATIONS 114.00


          Total 10-60-415  TELEPHONE: 228.00


10-61-610  OFFICE SUPPLIES


GENERAL FUND WIST OFFICE PRODUCTS 1684130 12/19/2017 OFFICE SUPPLIES 75.39


          Total 10-61-610  OFFICE SUPPLIES: 75.39


10-62-540  PUBLIC NOTICES, ADVERTISING


GENERAL FUND DAVID STEVENS 010318 01/03/2018 RECORD RESOLUTIONS OF THE FORMATIO 118.00


          Total 10-62-540  PUBLIC NOTICES, ADVERTISING: 118.00


10-62-630  COMPUTER SUPPLIES


GENERAL FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 COMPUTER SUPPLIES 298.50


          Total 10-62-630  COMPUTER SUPPLIES: 298.50


10-65-410  UTILITIES


GENERAL FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 POWER 291.67


          Total 10-65-410  UTILITIES: 291.67


10-65-415  TELEPHONE


GENERAL FUND VERIZON WIRELESS 9798012061 12/12/2017 CELL PHONE 107.32


          Total 10-65-415  TELEPHONE: 107.32
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 Fund Vendor Name Invoice Number Invoice Date Description Net 


Invoice Amount


          Total GENERAL FUND: 127,773.10


TRANSIT FUND


14-40-415  TELEPHONE


TRANSIT FUND VERIZON WIRELESS 9798012061 12/12/2017 CELL PHONE 119.74


          Total 14-40-415  TELEPHONE: 119.74


14-40-520  INSURANCE- VEHICLES


TRANSIT FUND AZ MUN RISK RETENTION POO 40000749-120 12/04/2017 INSURANCE 3,318.12


          Total 14-40-520  INSURANCE- VEHICLES: 3,318.12


          Total TRANSIT FUND: 3,437.86


STREET FUND


20-40-410  UTILITIES


STREET FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 POWER 6,870.30


          Total 20-40-410  UTILITIES: 6,870.30


20-40-415  TELEPHONE


STREET FUND VERIZON WIRELESS 9798012061 12/12/2017 CELL PHONE 89.31


          Total 20-40-415  TELEPHONE: 89.31


20-40-430  REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE-EQUIP


STREET FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 AV FUEL 142.50


          Total 20-40-430  REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE-EQUIP: 142.50


20-40-435  REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE-STREETS


STREET FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 PAINT, SEALER 29.69


          Total 20-40-435  REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE-STREETS: 29.69


20-40-520  INSURANCE


STREET FUND AZ MUN RISK RETENTION POO 40000749-120 12/04/2017 INSURANCE 3,318.12


          Total 20-40-520  INSURANCE: 3,318.12


20-40-640  MATERIALS & SUPPLIES


STREET FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 PARTS 39.98


          Total 20-40-640  MATERIALS & SUPPLIES: 39.98


          Total STREET FUND: 10,489.90


GAS FUND


50-40-415  TELEPHONE


GAS FUND VERIZON WIRELESS 9798012061 12/12/2017 CELL PHONE 98.60


          Total 50-40-415  TELEPHONE: 98.60


50-40-520  INSURANCE


GAS FUND AZ MUN RISK RETENTION POO 40000749-120 12/04/2017 INSURANCE 13,825.50
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 Fund Vendor Name Invoice Number Invoice Date Description Net 


Invoice Amount


          Total 50-40-520  INSURANCE: 13,825.50


50-40-640  OPERATING SUPPLIES


GAS FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 SUPPLIES 110.08


GAS FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 GAS MANTLES 119.80


GAS FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 PARTS 39.98


GAS FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 PARTS 25.33


GAS FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 PARTS 4.12


          Total 50-40-640  OPERATING SUPPLIES: 299.31


50-40-670  VEHICLE REPAIRS & MAINT


GAS FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 PARTS 82.63


GAS FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 PARTS 617.04


          Total 50-40-670  VEHICLE REPAIRS & MAINT: 699.67


          Total GAS FUND: 14,923.08


WATER FUND


51-40-410  UTILITIES


WATER FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 POWER 9,334.41


          Total 51-40-410  UTILITIES: 9,334.41


51-40-415  TELEPHONE


WATER FUND VERIZON WIRELESS 9798012061 12/12/2017 CELL PHONE 149.37


          Total 51-40-415  TELEPHONE: 149.37


51-40-520  INSURANCE


WATER FUND AZ MUN RISK RETENTION POO 40000749-120 12/04/2017 INSURANCE 2,765.10


          Total 51-40-520  INSURANCE: 2,765.10


51-40-640  OTHER OPERATING COSTS


WATER FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 PARTS 39.98


WATER FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 PARTS 304.80


          Total 51-40-640  OTHER OPERATING COSTS: 344.78


51-40-670  VEHICLE REPAIRS & MAINT


WATER FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 PARTS 82.63


WATER FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 PARTS 617.04


          Total 51-40-670  VEHICLE REPAIRS & MAINT: 699.67


          Total WATER FUND: 13,293.33


WASTEWATER FUND


52-40-410  UTILITIES


WASTEWATER FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 POWER 6,248.45


          Total 52-40-410  UTILITIES: 6,248.45
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 Fund Vendor Name Invoice Number Invoice Date Description Net 


Invoice Amount


52-40-415  TELEPHONE


WASTEWATER FUND VERIZON WIRELESS 9798012061 12/12/2017 CELL PHONE 138.50


          Total 52-40-415  TELEPHONE: 138.50


52-40-520  INSURANCE


WASTEWATER FUND AZ MUN RISK RETENTION POO 40000749-120 12/04/2017 INSURANCE 8,295.30


          Total 52-40-520  INSURANCE: 8,295.30


52-40-640  OPERATING SUPPLIES


WASTEWATER FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 PARTS 39.98


          Total 52-40-640  OPERATING SUPPLIES: 39.98


52-40-670  VEHICLE REPAIRS & MAINT


WASTEWATER FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 PARTS 82.62


WASTEWATER FUND NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 PARTS 617.04


          Total 52-40-670  VEHICLE REPAIRS & MAINT: 699.66


          Total WASTEWATER FUND: 15,421.89


SAN PEDRO GOLF COURSE


55-40-310  INVENTORY- PRO SHOP


SAN PEDRO GOLF COUR NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 INVENTORY 405.13


          Total 55-40-310  INVENTORY- PRO SHOP: 405.13


55-40-410  UTILITIES


SAN PEDRO GOLF COUR CITY OF BENSON - UTILITIES 121517 12/15/2017 UTILITIES 16.53


SAN PEDRO GOLF COUR NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 POWER 1,505.87


          Total 55-40-410  UTILITIES: 1,522.40


55-40-415  TELEPHONE


SAN PEDRO GOLF COUR VERIZON WIRELESS 9798012061 12/12/2017 CELL PHONE 55.02


          Total 55-40-415  TELEPHONE: 55.02


55-40-520  INSURANCE


SAN PEDRO GOLF COUR AZ MUN RISK RETENTION POO 40000749-120 12/04/2017 INSURANCE 2,212.08


          Total 55-40-520  INSURANCE: 2,212.08


55-40-580  TRAVEL


SAN PEDRO GOLF COUR NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 FUEL 52.39


          Total 55-40-580  TRAVEL: 52.39


55-40-600  OPERATING SUPPLIES


SAN PEDRO GOLF COUR NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 SUPPLIES 83.78


          Total 55-40-600  OPERATING SUPPLIES: 83.78


55-50-300  PROFESSIONAL SERVICES


SAN PEDRO GOLF COUR CINTAS CORP. LOC. 445 445184460 12/11/2017 SUPPLIES 7.83
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Invoice Amount


          Total 55-50-300  PROFESSIONAL SERVICES: 7.83


55-50-410  UTILITIES


SAN PEDRO GOLF COUR NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 POWER 3,592.65


          Total 55-50-410  UTILITIES: 3,592.65


55-50-415  TELEPHONE


SAN PEDRO GOLF COUR VERIZON WIRELESS 9798012061 12/12/2017 CELL PHONE 55.02


          Total 55-50-415  TELEPHONE: 55.02


55-50-670  REPAIRS & MAINT- EQUIPMENT


SAN PEDRO GOLF COUR NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 REPAIRS 140.00


          Total 55-50-670  REPAIRS & MAINT- EQUIPMENT: 140.00


55-60-300  PROFESSIONAL SERVICES


SAN PEDRO GOLF COUR CINTAS CORP. LOC. 445 445184459 12/11/2017 SUPPLIES 55.22


          Total 55-60-300  PROFESSIONAL SERVICES: 55.22


55-60-310  FOOD COST


SAN PEDRO GOLF COUR FARMER BROTHERS COFFEE 66770737SO 12/13/2017 FOOD 286.55


SAN PEDRO GOLF COUR MERIT FOODS OF ARIZONA 314730B 12/01/2017 FOOD 308.07


SAN PEDRO GOLF COUR MERIT FOODS OF ARIZONA 315328B 12/05/2017 FOOD 909.41


SAN PEDRO GOLF COUR MERIT FOODS OF ARIZONA 316668A 12/12/2017 FOOD 1,354.47


SAN PEDRO GOLF COUR US FOODS 3095501 12/04/2017 FOOD 666.78


SAN PEDRO GOLF COUR US FOODS 3225184 12/11/2017 FOOD 918.95


          Total 55-60-310  FOOD COST: 4,444.23


55-60-315  BEER COSTS


SAN PEDRO GOLF COUR SOUTHERN ARIZONA DISTRIB 363790 12/15/2017 BEER COSTS 312.50


          Total 55-60-315  BEER COSTS: 312.50


55-60-440  RENTALS


SAN PEDRO GOLF COUR AMERIPRIDE SERVICES INC 1700725846 12/13/2017 LINENS 50.88


          Total 55-60-440  RENTALS: 50.88


55-60-590  DUES & LICENSES


SAN PEDRO GOLF COUR COSTCO MEMBERSHIP 010118 01/01/2018 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 130.32


          Total 55-60-590  DUES & LICENSES: 130.32


55-60-603  KITCHEN SUPPLIES


SAN PEDRO GOLF COUR US FOODS 3095502 12/04/2017 SUPPLIES 245.92


SAN PEDRO GOLF COUR US FOODS 3225185 12/11/2017 SUPPLIES 117.23


          Total 55-60-603  KITCHEN SUPPLIES: 363.15


          Total SAN PEDRO GOLF COURSE: 13,482.60
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Invoice Amount


AIRPORT


56-40-300  PROFESSIONAL SERVICES


AIRPORT DAVID THOMPSON 14 01/01/2018 AIRPORT COORDINATOR 611.00


          Total 56-40-300  PROFESSIONAL SERVICES: 611.00


56-40-410  UTILITIES


AIRPORT NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 113017 11/30/2017 POWER 888.70


          Total 56-40-410  UTILITIES: 888.70


56-40-520  INSURANCE


AIRPORT AZ MUN RISK RETENTION POO 40000749-120 12/04/2017 INSURANCE 4,424.16


          Total 56-40-520  INSURANCE: 4,424.16


          Total AIRPORT: 5,923.86


FIREMEN'S PENSION FUND


70-40-660  PENSION PAYMENTS


FIREMEN'S PENSION FU BRANDT, WILLIAM 28 01/01/2018 FIRE PENSION PAYMENT 200.00


FIREMEN'S PENSION FU FOSTER, DARRELL 29 01/01/2018 Pension Payment 200.00


FIREMEN'S PENSION FU GEOFFREY MCGOFFIN 122 01/15/2018 FIREMEN'S  PENSION 200.00


FIREMEN'S PENSION FU JAMES HANSEN JR. 122 01/15/2018 FIREMEN'S PENSION 200.00


FIREMEN'S PENSION FU JERRY FINK 132 01/15/2018 FIREMEN'S PENSION 200.00


FIREMEN'S PENSION FU JOHNSON II, RAY 119 01/15/2018 FIREPENSION 200.00


FIREMEN'S PENSION FU MALDONADO, ANICLETO D 61 01/15/2018 FIREMEN'S PENSION 200.00


FIREMEN'S PENSION FU NAPIER, LARRY 105 01/15/2018 FIREMEN'S PENSION 200.00


FIREMEN'S PENSION FU RODRIGUEZ, JOE 35 01/01/2018 FIREMEN'S PENSION 200.00


FIREMEN'S PENSION FU ROTHERMICH, JOE 122 01/15/2018 FIREMEN'S PENSION 200.00


FIREMEN'S PENSION FU TEAGUE, PATRICK 18 01/01/2018 FIRE PENSION PAYMENT 200.00


FIREMEN'S PENSION FU THELANDER, JAMES 122 01/15/2018 FIREMEN'S PENSION 200.00


FIREMEN'S PENSION FU TRUJILLO, FRED 010118 01/01/2018 FIRE PENSION 200.00


          Total 70-40-660  PENSION PAYMENTS: 2,600.00


          Total FIREMEN'S PENSION FUND: 2,600.00


          Grand Totals:  207,345.62


Report Criteria:


Invoices with totals above $0.00 included.


Only paid invoices included.





		Consent 1a - CC - Minutes - 12-5-17 Special Meeting

		Consent 1a - Exhibit - Minutes - 12-5-17 Special Meeting

		CALL TO ORDER:

		Toney D. King, Sr., Mayor

		ATTEST:

		Vicki L. Vivian, CMC, City Clerk



		Consent 1b - CC - Minutes - 12-11-17 Regular Meeting

		Consent 1b - Exhibit - Minutes - 12-11-17 Regular Meeting

		CALL TO ORDER:

		EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION:  Mayor King recognized Gordon Long for 25 years of service with the City of Benson.

		CALL TO THE PUBLIC:

		Mayor King stated there were approximately 25 people who signed up to address the Council during the Call to the Public and therefore, he was changing the allotted time to speak from 5 minutes to 3 minutes.

		Ed Hubert, S. Country Club, Tucson, stated he wanted to commend the Council on the progress they had made on being able to use the annexed property that a prior City Council annexed into the City for El Dorado Holdings to be able to develop in a reaso...

		Kevin Oberg, Tucson, stated he was here as a member of the Southeastern Arizona Economic Development Group (SAEDG) and a long-time participant in the community.  Mr. Oberg stated he thinks the Council took the steps last week to set in motion what is ...

		Alain Hartman, Airport Road, Benson, stated he was a Benson native and was here to speak in support of the Vigneto project.  Mr. Hartman then stated as a property tax consultant, he has seen the impact of a waning tax base creating higher and higher t...

		Mark Kartchner, Bear Canyon, Tucson, stated he was probably the eldest Bensonite here, having been hatched in this area over 80 years ago.  Mr. Kartchner then stated he has been interested in the area and has invested heavily in the area over the last...

		Andrew Abernathy, S. Mesquite, Benson, stated as a resident of Benson for over 10 years and with ties to Cochise County since 1975 and to Arizona, since 1972, he is deeply concerned for the environmental and economical health of the community. Mr. Abe...

		Kirsten Smith, E. El Sol, Benson, stated she was here to express her support for the Villages at Vigneto project, adding she hopes it is able to move forward from here on out.  Ms. Smith stated she was invested in Benson as a small business owner, as ...

		Lorene Whaley, S. Whaley Road, Benson stated she strongly supports the Villages at Vigneto and the City working with El Dorado to move the project forward.  Ms. Whaley stated she is not a newcomer to Benson and has been here most of her life, adding s...

		Barbara Nunn, E. La Cuesta, Benson, stated she was here 3 Council meetings ago and during the Call to the Public, everyone had to listen to a 3-minute informercial from the illustrious radio station in town about his wonderful new coverage, what a gre...

		Anna Lands, stated she does not live in Benson, but she owns property in Benson and pays taxes in Benson.  Have had a long connection with Benson.  Ms. Lands then stated if memory serves, it was when the precursor to the Vigneto project was in process...

		Tricia Gerrodette, Eagle Ridge Drive, Sierra Vista, stated although El Dorado has clearly rallied the troops to attend this meeting, she was here last week when not too many other people were for the special Council meeting at which the Council hired ...

		Councilmember Dempster asked if he could respond with City Attorney Gary Cohen stating Councilmember Dempster could respond at the end of the Call to the Public.

		Lupe Diaz, S. Post Road, Benson, stated he has been in Benson since 1988 and moving to Benson was a culture shock to him because he moved from somewhat of a growing community to Benson before Denny’s was here.  Mr. Diaz then stated when Denny’s came i...

		Rex Widman, N. Ocotillo, Benson, stated he was in support of the Villages at Vigneto for a couple of reasons; then stated he and his wife have an equestrian village north of town, he is a contractor and Rexcavating is the name of his company, and he i...

		George Scott, W. 4th Street, stated he was here representing SAEDG and he’s lived here his whole life also.  Mr. Scott then stated as someone said earlier, Benson was a whole lot more prosperous in the ‘50s and ‘60s than it is today.  Mr. Scott then s...

		David DiPeso, W. 4th Street, Benson, stated he was not resident of Benson, but has several businesses in Benson and owns property in Benson.  Mr. DiPeso then stated in the essence of time, he would keep it as short as possible; then stated he thinks t...

		Mahlon MacKenzie, N. Mescal Road, Benson, stated he was a third-generation native of the community and he has been in business here since the ‘70s, adding his dad and grandad prior to that were also business owners in town.  Mr. MacKenzie then stated ...

		Jerry DeGrazia, N. Painted Quail Place, Tucson, stated he has a company with Harold Ashton that owns property here in Benson and obviously, they are interested in how things go.  Mr. DeGrazia then stated before the meeting started, the radio station o...

		Cindy Allen, W. Flycatcher Lane, Benson, stated she is also a property owner of 253 E. 3rd Street, adding she and her husband purchased the old Arnold Hotel with the understanding that a new shot in the arm was coming to Benson.  Ms. Allen then stated...

		Regain Wilmarth, W. Rincon Peak Trail, Benson, stated she is a business owner here in Benson, adding in the last 3 years, Benson lost 24 businesses, which equals 8 businesses each year.  Ms. Wilmarth then stated without the Villages at Vigneto moving ...

		Paul Lotsof, a non-resident and business owner of the CAVE FM radio station in Benson, stated he was the manager of the vile 97.7 FM in Benson and also 1201 AM in Tucson.  Mr. Lotsof then stated it seems to him that every time he attends a Council mee...

		Bill Vail, S. Country Club, Tucson, stated he was here in support of the Villages of Vigneto project and to have it move forward under El Dorado’s leadership.  Mr. Vail then stated he didn’t believe there’s any need for an additional advisor because t...

		Heather Taylor, Bonita, Benson, stated she is a business person here, running a restaurant and she believes this is a very good thing to come to Benson.  Ms. Taylor then stated she supports the Villages at Vigneto and encourages this to go through.

		Geoff Oldfather, J6, stated he is a second-generation Benson native, is a former Board member of SAEDG,  and he lives and owns a home in J6 as well as owning a residential property at Cottonwood Bluffs Drive.  Mr. Oldfather stated this means he gladly...

		Mayor King stated he had a Councilmember who wanted to respond to a comment that was made at the Call to the Public.

		Councilmember Dempster stated he was curious how Ms. Gerrodette knew what happened in the executive session and asked Ms. Gerrodette who told her or if she was just taking a shot.  Councilmember Dempster then stated her comments when she said what Cou...

		CITY MANAGER REPORT:

		Toney D. King, Sr., Mayor

		ATTEST:

		Vicki L. Vivian, CMC, City Clerk
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		Vicki L. Vivian, CMC, City Clerk
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		Consent 1f - CC - Processed Invoices 12-29-2017 thru 1-10-2018

		Consent 1f - Exhibit 1 - Check Register 12-29-17 thru 1-10-2018

		Consent 1f - Exhibit 2 - Payment Approval Report 12-29-17 thru 1-10-2018










                                                                                                                                                                                  
             


      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Discussion:  
 
The proposed resolution authorizes the Mayor, Council, Finance Director and City Clerk to sign bank transfers 
and checks for deposit and/or withdrawal. 
 
Staff is asking to have all Councilmembers named in the resolution.  This would give Staff a total of 9 
authorized personnel to sign checks (2 signatures are required) and increase the ability to have checks 
executed when some of the authorized persons are not available. 
 
As a standard operating procedure, two Councilmembers would not be allowed to sign checks.  This procedure 
provides one of the many checks and balances the Finance Department maintains.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Staff Recommendation: 
 
Approval of Resolution 2-2018 
 
 
 
 
 


To: Mayor and Council                                         Agenda Item # 2   
                                               
From: Debra Trate, Finance Director 
           
 
 


 


Subject: 
 
Discussion and possible action regarding Resolution 2-2018 of the Mayor and Council of the City of Benson, 
Arizona, directing the City’s Banking partners to recognize the signatures of said officers on electronic fund 
transfers, checks for deposit and/or withdrawal; and declaring an emergency with respect to this resolution 
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RESOLUTION 2-2018 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BENSON, 
ARIZONA, DIRECTING THE CITY’S BANKING PARTNERS TO RECOGNIZE 
THE SIGNATURES OF CERTAIN PERSONS ON ELECTRONIC FUND 
TRANSFERS, DEPOSIT AND/OR WITHDRAWAL CHECKS, AND DECLARING 
AN EMERGENCY REGARDGING THIS RESOLUTION 
 


WHEREAS, it is necessary for the City to authorize certain individuals to use 
various bank accounts for the day-to-day operations of the City, make withdrawals and 
deposits in these accounts, and pay the necessary expenses of the City; and  


 
WHEREAS, the immediate operation of the provisions of this Resolution is 


necessary for the preservation of the public peace, healthy, and safety of the City of 
Benson, such that an emergency is declared to exist. 


 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL 


OF THE CITY OF BENSON, ARIZONA as follows: 
 
Section 1: All banks with whom the City maintains accounts are directed to honor 


the signatures – in compliance with Section 2, below – of the persons 
named below on all electronic funds transfers, or checks depositing and/or 
withdrawing the funds placed in those accounts until further notice of the 
City: 


 
Name    Position   Signature  


Authorization 
 
CATEGORY 1 
Toney D. King, Sr.  Mayor    Mayor 
Joe A. Konrad   Vice Mayor   Vice Mayor 
Patrick Boyle   Councilmember  Councilmember 
Larry Dempster  Councilmember  Councilmember 
Levi Garner   Councilmember  Councilmember 
David Lambert  Councilmember  Councilmember  
 
CATEGORY 2 
Debra Trate   Finance Director  Finance Director 
Vicki L. Vivian  City Clerk   City Clerk 


  
Section 2: However, all checks drawn on the City of Benson accounts will require 


two signatures, one of which must be from a person listed in above Section 
1, Category 1, and the second from a person listed in above Section 2, 
Category 2.  


  
Section 3: Whereas, and this Resolution is in full force and effect on January 22, 2018, 


and it is exempt from the referendum provisions of the Constitution and 
laws of the State of Arizona. 
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Section 4:  This Resolution supplants and replaces any and all prior resolutions on these 
subjects, and any and all said Resolutions are hereinafter null and void.  


 
PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY 


OF BENSON, ARIZONA, this 22nd day of January, 2018. 
 
 
            
       _____________________________ 
       TONEY D. KING, SR., Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST:      APPROVED AS TO FORM:  
  
 
_______________________________  ______________________________ 
VICKI L. VIVIAN, CMC, City Clerk  MESCH CLARK ROTHSCHILD 
       By Gary J. Cohen 
       City’s Attorney 





		NB 2 - CC - Resolution 2-2018 - Check Signatures

		NB 2 - Exhibit  - Resolution 2-2018 - Bank Signatures






                                                                                                                                                                                  
             


      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Discussion:  
 
This is a regional grant that the Cochise County Fire Association hired a grant writer to write.  The grant will be 
for communication equipment, specifically portable radios.  There are 12 agencies in this regional grant.  The 
department is looking to get approximately 15 portable radios from this grant.    
 
Fry Fire District will host the grant, so a Memorandum of Understanding will have to be signed to show that the 
Benson Fire Department will pay the 10% match.  
 
 
 
 


Staff Recommendation: 
 
Council pleasure 
 
 


To: Mayor and Council                                         Agenda Item # 3 
                                               
From: Keith Spangler, Fire Chief 
           
 
 


 


Subject: 
 
Discussion and possible regarding Resolution 3-2018 of the Mayor and Council of the City of Benson, Arizona, 
authorizing the City Manager and/or the Fire Chief to apply for an Assistance to Firefighters Grant for 
communication equipment (Portable Radios) 
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RESOLUTION 3-2018 
 


A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
BENSON, ARIZONA, AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER AND/OR THE 
FIRE CHIEF TO APPLY FOR AN ASSISTANCE TO FIREFIGHTER’S GRANT 
FOR COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT (PORTABLE RADIOS) 
 
 WHEREAS, there is an Assistance to Firefighter’s grant available to potentially 
supply the Benson Volunteer Fire Department with communication equipment consisting 
of up to fifteen (15) portable radios; and 
 
 WHEREAS the Cochise County Fire Association has hired a grant writer to write 
and apply for said grant; and  
 
 WHEREAS the Fry Fire District has agreed to host said grant; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City and its Volunteer Fire Department believe it is in their best 
interests to have said communications equipment;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the City 
of Benson, Arizona, that the City Manager and/or Fire Chief is hereby authorized and 
directed as follows: 1) do all things reasonably necessary - including but not limited to 
working with the City’s Attorneys to enter into a final Memorandum of Understanding 
with the Fry Fire District consistent with draft of such attached as Exhibit A hereto – to 
have application made for an Assistance to Firefighter’s grant that will potentially supply 
the Benson Volunteer Fire Department with communication equipment consisting of up 
to fifteen (15) portable radios; 2) prepare funding and budget proposals and projections 
for inclusion in the City’s future budgets that set forth the means for acquiring said 
communications equipment if this grant is awarded. 
 
 PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Mayor and Council of the City of Benson, 
Arizona, this 22nd day of January, 2018.  
 
      _____________________________  
      TONEY D. KING, SR., Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
________________________________ 
VICKI L. VIVIAN, CMC, City Clerk 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM:       
 
________________________________ 
MESCH CLARK ROTHSCHILD, City’s Attorneys 
by Gary J. Cohen         
            







Memorandum of Understanding 
between the Fry Fire District and eleven fire fighting agencies within Cochise County 


in support of a regional request under the 
2017-18 Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program 


 
 
 
Whereas local firefighters serving their respective fire departments and fire districts 
within Cochise County are currently operating under automatic aid agreements and 
utilizing outdated and unreliable radio equipment; 
 
Whereas the radio equipment has or is nearing the end of its service life and are not 
compliant with current NFPA standards; and 
 
Whereas it is the goal of the participating fire agencies to increase the safety and 
effectiveness of their firefighters and further streamline operational efficiency; 
 
the Fry Fire District, Benson Fire Department, Douglas Fire Department, Elfrida Fire 
District, Pomerene Fire District, Portal Fire District, St. David Fire District, Sierra 
Vista Fire Department, Sunsites-Pearce Fire District, Tombstone Fire Department, 
and Willcox Fire Department enter into the following agreement this 1st day of 
February, 2018: 
 


1. To complete and submit a joint application under the 2018 Assistance to 
Firefighters Grant program, no later than February 1 2018, for a regional 
request in the amount of approximately $_______________ to support the 
purchase of approximately _______ new NFPA compliant radios. 


2. The regional application will be submitted by the Fry Fire District. 
3. Should the grant be awarded, it will be the responsibility of each agency 


to independently approve and provide capital funding, in an amount of 
not less than 10% of the total purchase price, in proportion to their 
purchases. 


4. Should the grant be awarded, it will be the responsibility of the Fry Fire 
District to manage capital purchases, complete and submit grant 
documentation, and obtain reimbursement. 


5. Should the grant be awarded, each agency will assume independent 
responsibility for any and all associated maintenance and testing 
required. 


 
 
Agreed to on February 1, 2018 by the following fire departments and fire districts: 
  







 
Signature                                                                                                               Fry Fire District 
 
 
 
Signature                                                                                                 Benson Fire Department 
 
 
 
Signature                                                                                                Douglas Fire Department 
 
 
 
Signature                                                                                                           Elfrida Fire District 
 
 
 
Signature                                                                                                    Pomerene Fire District 
 
 
 
Signature                                                                                                           Portal Fire District 
 
 
 
Signature                                                                                                      St. David Fire District 
 
 
 
Signature                                                                                         Sierra Vista Fire Department 
 
 
 
Signature                                                                                                         Sonoita Fire District 
 
 
 
Signature                                                                                         Sunsites-Pearce Fire District 
 
 
 
Signature                                                                                         Tombstone Fire Department 
 
 
 
Signature                                                                                                Willcox Fire Department 
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Discussion:  
 
After City Manager Stephens tendered his resignation, both he and the City wanted to make sure that they 
resolved any and all potential or existing issues between them so they could both move forward amicably and 
with peace of mind. In accordance, the City’s Attorneys negotiated, as authorized, a Voluntary Terms of 
Separation Agreement with City Manager Stephens. That Agreement is presented to the Mayor and Council for 
consideration and approval. The City’s Attorneys recommend that this Agreement be approved as drafted and 
presented.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Staff Recommendation: 
 
Council pleasure 
 
 
 
 


To: Mayor and Council                                         Agenda Item # 4  
                                               
From: Gary Cohen, City Attorney 
           
 
 


 


Subject: 
 
Discussion and possible action on a proposed voluntary separation agreement with City Manager William D. 
Stephens 
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Discussion:  
 
City Manager Stephen’s resignation raises the question of what the City should do to ensure that its affairs are 
properly administered until a new City Manager is selected and on board. In this situation, the League of Cities 
and Towns recommends that “local government officials must avoid acting impulsively and succumbing to the 
temptation to hurriedly appoint a new permanent manager. Local government officials need an interim period to 
carefully select the best possible successor who meets their criteria. To ensure a smooth transition and to allow 
the city/town the time necessary to consider the right skills and qualifications needed, an interim manager can 
help buy valuable time” In accordance, this item is placed on the agenda to allow the Mayor and Council, if it 
desires in its discretion, to clarify who will be responsible for directing the city/town until a new permanent 
manager is appointed.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Staff Recommendation: 
 
Council pleasure 
 
 
 
 


To: Mayor and Council                                         Agenda Item # 5   
                                               
From: Gary Cohen, City Attorney 
           
 
 


 


Subject: 
 
Discussion and possible action on the appointment of an interim City Manager 
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PROCLAMATION 


Four Chaplains Memorial Ceremony 


WHEREAS, Chaplains are serving in all of our Military service 
branches, all over this world and give spiritual guidance to our 
military men and women in the service of our country; and 


WHEREAS, Chaplains in the military and Veteran 
organizations serve our community and our great nation owes a debt 
of gratitude to those who are still serving so selflessly; and 


WHEREAS, Chaplains who have made the supreme sacrifice 
should be honored for their courage and commitment; and 


WHEREAS, February 3, 2018, shall be set aside for the Four 
Chaplains who went down on the Dorchester, February 3, 1943, and 
that the first Saturday of February be dedicated to the Four 
Chaplains. The local veteran organizations are honored to host a 
gathering of the community to commemorate the dedication of these 
Four Chaplains. 


NOW THEREFORE, I, Toney D. King, Sr., Mayor of the City of 
Benson, do hereby proclaim February 3, 2018 and hence forth every 
year on the first Saturday of February to be 


"The Four Chaplains Memorial Day" 


· A ceremony shall be hosted to honor their courage and commitment. I 
urge each individual in the community to take time on this day to not 
only honor "The Four Chaplains" in his or her own life, but to also · 


~~::..:-~ acknowledge all those who are inspirational in their eff arts and 
commitment to make their organizations, families, community, 
country, or world a better place. 


ATTEST: 


VICKI L. VWIAN, CMC, City Clerk 





