
ORDINANCE 585 A 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
BENSON, ARIZONA, AMENDING THE BENSON CITY CODE, CHAPTER 2 
"MAYOR AND COUNCIL," ARTICLE 2-4 "COUNCIL PROCEDURE," 
SECTION 2-4-3(B) "MEETINGS TO BE PUBLIC," SECTION 2-4-4 "QUORUM," AND 
SECTION 2-4-6(A-J) "ORDER OF BUSINESS" 

WHEREAS, the City of Benson has adopted a City Code for the efficient administration 
of the City; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have amended the City Code from time to time; and 

WHEREAS, within the City Code there is a Chapter 2, concerning Mayor and Council, 
Article 2-4, concerning Council Procedure, Section 2-4-3(B) concerning public meetings; 
Section 2-4-4 concerning quorums and Section 2-4-6 concerning the order of business; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to have its City Code consistent with, and not in 
violation of, applicable law, including but not limited to the Arizona Revised Statutes. 

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF 
THE CITY OF BENSON, ARIZONA, as follows: 

SECTION I: That certain document entitled "Benson City Code, Chapter 2, 'Mayor and 
Council,' Article 2-4 'Council Procedure,' Section 2-4-3(B) 'Meetings to be Public,' Section 2-
4-4 'Quorum,' and Section 2-4-6(A-J) 'Order of Business'," three (3) copies of which are on file 
in the Office of the City Clerk of the City of Benson, Arizona, said document having been made 
a public record by Resolution 15-2017 of the City of Benson, Arizona, is hereby adopted by 
reference, and made a part hereof as if fully set forth in this Ordinance; 

SECTION II: All ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict with the provisions of 
this Ordinance or any part of the public record adopted by reference are hereby repealed; 

SECTION III: If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion of this 
Ordinance or any part of the public record adopted herein by reference is for any reason held to 
be invalid or unconstitutional by the decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such 
decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portion thereof. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF BENSON, 
ARIZONA, this 12th day of June, 2017. 

VICKI L. VIVIAN, CMC, City Clerk 
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MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

ARTICLE 2-4 COUNCIL PROCEDURE 

Regular Meetings 
Special Meetings 
Meetings to be Public 
Quorum 
Agenda 
Order of Business 

2-4-1 
2-4-2 
2-4-3 
2-4-4 
2-4-5 
2-4-6 
2-4-7 
2-4-8 
2-4-9 

Committees and Commissions 
Voting 
Suspension of Rules 

Section 2-4-1 Regular Meetings 1• 2 

The .Qsouncil shall hold regular meetings on the second and fourth Monday of each month at seven 
o'clock p.m., provided that when the day fixed for any regular meeting of the .Qeouncil falls upon a 
day designated by law as a legal holiday, such meeting may be held at the same hour of the next 
succeeding day not a holiday if the .Qsouncil so elects upon motion at a prior meeting. All regular 
meetings of the .Qeouncil shall be held at the city hall. Council may, upon motion at any regular 
meeting, elect to cancel the succeeding meeting if it appears in its sole discretion that the items to be 
considered at the succeeding meeting may properly be postponed to the next regular meeting. 

Section 2-4-2 Special Meetings 

The Mmayor or a quorum of the .Qeouncil may convene the .Qeouncil at any time after giving at least 
twenty-four hours notice of such meeting to members of the .Qsouncil and the general public. The 
notice shall include the date, hour and purpose of such special meeting. In the case of an actual 
emergency, a meeting may be held upon such notice as is appropriate to the circumstances. 

Section 2-4-3 Meetings to be Public 

1 Modified by Ordinance No. 325 

2Modified by Ordinance No. 494 
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MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

A. All official meetings of the .Qeouncil at which any legal action is taken shall be open to the 
public. Notice of meetings shall be given in a manner consistent with state statutes. Upon 
approval by a majority vote of the .Qeouncil, the .Qeouncil may meet in a closed executive 
session as provided by state law. 

B. Minutes of executive sessions shall be kept confidential in accordance with Arizona 
law.except from members of the council. 

C. No executive session may be held for the purpose of taking any final action or making any 
final decision. 

Section 2-4-4 Quorum 

A majority of the .Qeouncilmembers shall constitute a quorum for transacting business but a lesser 
number shallmay adjourn from time to time and may attempt to compel the attendance of absent 
members in order to reconvene the meeting with a quorum. 

Section 2-4-5 Agenda 

Prior to each .Qeouncil meeting, or on or before a time fixed by the .Qeouncil for preparation and 
distribution of an agenda, whichever is earlier, the clerk shall collect all written reports, 
communications, ordinances, resolutions, contracts and other documents to be submitted to the 
.Qeouncil, and prepare an agenda according to the order of business and shall furnish each .Qeouncil 
mr · '1er, the Mffiayor and the attorney with a copy of the agenda and any material pertinent thereto. 

Section 2-4-6 Order of Business 1 

The business of the .Qeouncil shall be taken up for consideration and disposition in an order 
determined by the person chairing the meeting. That order will typically be as follows: in the following 
ef6e.F.. 

A. Call to Order. In the absence of the Mayor and Vice Mayor. the clerk shall call the Council to 
order and an Acting Mayor shall be selected to chair the meeting. Upon the arrival of the 
Mayor or Vice Mayor. the Acting Mayor shall immediately relinquish the chair upon the 
conclusion of the business immediately before the Council. The Chair ffiaYef-Shall begin take 
the chair precisely at or about the hour appointed for the meeting and shall immediately call 
the .Qeouncil to order. The Chair Mayor or his designee shall then lead those present in the 
pledge of allegiance. An before introduoing the invocation speaker, may be called to who will 
offer fill.t-Ae-invocation. In the absence of the mayor and vice mayor, the elerl< shall call the 
oounoil to order and an aoting mayor shall be selected to shair the meeting. Upon the arrival 
of the mayor or vice mayor, the acting mayor shall immediately relinquish the chair upon the 
concll:lsion of the bl:lsiness immediately before the oounoil. The Chair fRaYGF-Shall preserve 
order and decorum and conduct the proceedings of the meetings. 

B. Roll Call. Before proceeding with the business of the .Qeouncil, the clerk or deputy shall call 
the roll of the members, and the names of those present shall be entered in the minutes. If a 

1Modified by Ordinance No. 470 
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MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

quorum is not present, the members present shall ~adjourn pursuant to Section 2-4-4 of 
this code. 

C. Employee Recognition. The Chair may Ma;eer sRall Hse tl:.tis ti~e te present employment 
awards to those City employees accumulating five (5) years of employment with the City and 
every fwe (5) years thereafter or to present recognition awards for specific acts regarding 
pubtic service7 if any. 

D. Proclamations. The Chair or his designee will Mayer er Ris Elesi§Ree sf:lall read any 
proclamations that are wf:lict:l may ee prosaRt on the agenda. 

E. Public Hearings. The Chair Mayor wm open the public hearing, if .fisted on the agenda, to 
receive comments from the public ml,iA 0t1~ositieR er swp~or:t of the proposed subject of the 
public hearing . • o.fter cemmeR&:s ff:em tfie ~Yelic aFe FeceiveEI, tihe Chair ~shall close 
th~0 fH:J91ic hearing after those comments are received. The ~Mayer may impose 
reasonable time limits for each speaker with a presumptive limit of five (5) minutes oer 
speaker and may apportion time between those speaking in favor and those speaking against 
the matter which is the subject of the public hearing. 

F. Cati to the Public. If on the agenda, CeR=imWRieatieR& aRe comments from the public e:itii!eR& 
regafdiRg tho City of Benson or other matters properly addressoo to the Ctty Cm.mcil shall be 
heard by the Council in accordance with Arizona raw. The Chair may impose reasonable time 
limits for each speaker] with a presumptive limit of five (5) minutes per speaker.~ 
reFAaJ:k.s sRaU ee aEIElresseEI te the CeYRGil as a wRele an9 sf:lall ee JiFRitee to fi¥e (a~ FRiRwtes 
t:1nl0ss additional time is gr~mted by the Council. If the pr:asiding officer so elects, aRcl the 
s~eaker eaRseAts. f>YBlie eemFAeRts fflay ee ElefflFTeEi tir:Nil tf:lo s130eific KeFA coffles eefeFe tf:l0 
CouRcil for action. No questions shall bo asked of a CoblnGifperson except throygl'-l the 
~FesiEfiRfJ effie.er. 

G. City Manager .Report. The City Manager or his designee may wiU-update and inform the 
public of specific items of interest regarding City matters. 

H. New Business. The CGOuncU may ~consider ~usiness not previously RQ~fot=Q 
considered. including the introduction of ordinances and resolutions. and may provide for a 
consent agenda to collectively consider routine matters. not requiring Council discussion. iA 
aeseFElaRce with ~FeceElwFal r:wtes aee~tee 'By ~e Cet:1Rcil. 

1. Consent Age~da. The cons~~ ag~nda may ~be th.e first item ~nder this .category-( Formatted: indent left o , Hanging: 
and- shall fast separately dtstinct items requmng action by the City Counctl that are 
generafly routine items not requiring .Q,e<>uncil discussion. A vote on a single 
motion can wHJ..approve or reject all items on the consent agendao.t iRGIYeiA§ aAy 
resefwlieAs er er~iRaRees . ar cfaims.!iRvoices tf:\at are Gf a ret:JtiRe Aat1:.1FO. A 
Council Member may move to remove any item ~from the consent agenda, 
and if aporoved by a majority vote that mmi.~wm be discussed and voted upon 
separately, immediately following the consent agenda .. t:JRSer its .~Fef)er Fe§~far 
eate§ery ef f>lew 8t:tsiRess. 

2. Action Items Listed for Discussion. New Business can s~an alse include ordinances,+---( Form tt d: Indent: Left: o . Hanging: 
resolutions, motions, contracts.a; or other matters listed as separate action items,., 

These items wl=licf:l shall be addressed veteEI Yf39R separately and in the order 
presented on the agenda unless the Chair decides a ffietieR todeviatefromthe 
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listed order on the agenda is made and passed. City staff.~ an applicant. or any 
person authorized by the Chair may address the Council about regarding the action 
item, to include taking questions from Councilmembers.:., after whioh COl:moil 
shall entertain sueh discussion that it deems proper. Sueh disoussion may 
inolude_.8... -a-motion to amend or motion to table, wR-ieR-takes precedence over _g_tRe 
motion to consider the item. and wfl.+eR-shall be voted upon as part of the 
discussion of the item ifthere is a second to the motion. At the end of the 
discussion, the Chair ~shall call for a motion and the Clerk shall recordthe 
results thereof in the official minutes. 

3. Updates of On-Going Projects and City Activities. New Business may also include 
updates by Staff on current issues facing the City that have been or may be the 
subject of Council action. 

I. Department Reports. Written Department Reports maywifl..be provided to .Q.eouncilmembers 
as part of the .Q.eouncil packet. 

J. Adjournment. The .Q.eouncil may, by a majority vote of the quorum. those present, adjourn 
entirely or temporarily from time to time to a specific date and hour. A motion to adjourn shall 
alwavs be in order and decided without debate. 
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listed order on the agenda is maete aAet 13asseet. City staff ... -eF an applicant......Q.£...fil 
person authorized by the Chair may address the Council about FefJaFetiAfJ the action 
item, to include taking questions from Councilmembers.:., after 'Nhich Ce1::1ncil 
sl:lall entertain s1::1ch eisc1::1ssien that it seems 13re13er. S1::1ch eisc1:1ssien may 
ffis!OOe_A. -a-motion to amend or motion to table, wl:lffitakes precedence over f!_tAe 
motion to consider the item ... and ~shall be voted upon as part of the 
discussion of the item if there is a second to the motion. At the end of the 
discussion, the Chair ~shall call for a motion and the Clerk shall reoortlthe 
results thereof in the official minutes. 

3. Updates of On-Going Projects and Citv Activities. New Business may also include 
updates by Staff on current issues facing the City that have been or may be the 
subject of Council action. 

I. Department Reports. Written Department Reports may ~be provided to .Qeouncilmembers 
as part of the .Qrouncil packet. 

J . Adjournment. The .Qrouncil may, by a majority vote of the quorum. these 13reseAt, adjourn 
entirely or temporarily frem time te time to a specific date and hour. A motion to adjourn shall 
alwavs be in order and decided without debate. 
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