
                         CITY OF BENSON 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
SATURDAY January 19, 2019 – 9:00 A.M.  

A meeting of the Benson Historic Preservation Commission was held on  
Saturday, January 19, 2019 at 9:00 A.M. 

at the Long Realty Office, 
642 W. 4th Street, Benson, AZ 85602 

 
 

            ______________________________________ 
Vicki L. Vivian, CMC, City Clerk 

 
MINUTES   

 
Chair Gerry Thomson opened the meeting at 9:07 a.m. 
Members present: Ruth Wilson, Gerry Thomson, Irma Bernal, Alwine Frega                                             
Absent: Joanne Sturgeon 
Michelle Johnson, Liaison for the City of Benson was also present       
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC: 

1. Gary Mattausch from the public present 
 
2. Cindy Allen from the public present and updated the Commission members regarding the 

progress made on the Hotel Arnold and the Zearings Building, both of which she owns. At 
present she is waiting for the contractor to make contact with the City regarding building 
codes. Zearings Building is being made ready for a May 2019 opening.  

 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 

1. The Minutes of Regular Meeting November 17, 2018 were amended and approved Vote 4-0 
  

             2.    Chair Gerry Thomson attended the ‘Open Meeting Law’ presentation given by the City and                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
.                   updated the commission members on what is expected when having open government          
.                   related public meetings.   
 
OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Update on the 4th Street Historical Register Survey: Don Ryden Architects, Inc. have been 
reimbursed via grant for the work done on the 4th Street Historical Register Survey and are 
working on revisions. The Commission members are waiting to hear when the next grant is 
available to complete the project, which will be to decide what structures meet the criteria 
and why. The owners will then be contacted for their approval. 
 

2. Hotel Arnold/Zearings update:  see above. 



 
3.   Hi Wo Store update: no new information available from the owners and what their plans are      

.                 for the historic building. Will consider this issue ‘closed’ 
 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
.             1.  Apache Park Project 

a. Ruth will continue to search for grants and working with Vicki Vivian, acting City 
Manager, regarding the Historic Preservation Commission account ($1,400). 

                          
b. Fund raising:  ideas are still being discussed.  

 
       
NEW BUSINESS: 

1. Irma Bernal informed the Commission members it would be acceptable to hold the Historic 
Preservation Commission Meetings at Long Realty on a permanent basis. 

 
2. Meeting scheduling: Gerry Thomson stated the next meeting is scheduled for March 16, 

2019.  
                     

  ADJOURNED:  Gerry Thomson called the meeting to a close at 9:40 a.m. 
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