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  THE REGULAR MEETING 

OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF BENSON, ARIZONA 

HELD JUNE 10, 2013, AT 7:00 P.M. 

AT CITY HALL, 120 W. 6TH STREET, BENSON, ARIZONA         

 

 

CALL TO ORDER:    

    

Mayor King called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

ROLL CALL:   

 

Present were: Mayor Toney D. King, Sr., Vice Mayor Lori McGoffin, Councilmembers Ron Brooks, David 

Lambert, Nick Maldonado, Chris Moncada and Al Sacco.  

 

EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION:  None.   

 

PROCLAMATION:   
 

Mayor King read a proclamation declaring the month of August as “Drowning Impact Awareness Month.”  

Mayor King then presented the proclamation to Recreation Coordinator Laura Parkin.    

 

PUBLIC HEARING:  None   

      

CALL TO THE PUBLIC:   

 

Steve Sacco addressed Council stating it was common knowledge members of staff and Council are 

circulating recall petitions pertaining to alleged wrongdoings by Councilmember Ron Brooks.  Mr. Sacco 

stated while the allegations are unsubstantiated, what bothers him is the cavalier way some employees and 

Councilmembers have ignored their oath, the employee handbook and Arizona law, adding these staff 

members and Councilmembers were observed circulating petitions while wearing City logo attire and 

according to the employee handbook, that is a prohibited activity.  Mr. Sacco then stated when the issues 

were brought to the Acting City Manager’s attention that City Councilmembers were guilty not only of 

violating the employee handbook, but also State law, his response was that City Councilmembers were not 

employees.  Mr. Sacco then disagreed stating Councilmembers receive a paycheck with taxes withheld, 

have a city assigned employee number, receive a W2 and are covered by City’s workers compensation 

insurance, adding under A.R.S. §38-701, paragraph 2, an employee is defined as any person in the employ 

of this state or a political subdivision of this state and includes any elective or appointed officer of this state 

or an eligible political subdivision of this state, with political subdivision further defined as an incorporated 

city.  Mr. Sacco then stated the City Councilmember employee classification was further confirmed by the 

current president of the League of Arizona Cities & Towns.  Mr. Sacco then stated Councilmember 

Moncada should not be on the committee that will be selecting his father’s supervisor, which is against 

conflict of interest laws.  Mr. Sacco then stated it should be obvious that the citizens of Benson are tired of 

the backdoor shenanigans like the ones that are occurring right now and what he doesn’t understand is why 

these issues are being ignored and allowed to continue.  Mr. Sacco then stated it is his advice to out-going 

Councilmembers to stop their recall activities and slip quietly into political retirement, adding as for the 

Acting City Manager, he recommends he does his own research and not rely on the legal opinion of others 

in making decisions.  Mr. Sacco then stated it is his opinion that the offending Councilmembers be asked to 

step down immediately and that any participation in the budget process by Mr. Moncada should be reversed 

or disregarded.            

 

Peter Wangsness addressed Council stating he wanted to file a complaint about the behavior of Michelle 

Johnson as it relates to the memorandum that was included in the Council packet, adding the reprehensible 

behavior found in the memo is clearly intended to attack a Councilmember through speculation and we 
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need to stop this type of inter-office behavior, if we ever wish to work together.  Mr. Wangsness then stated 

he was subject to these types of back-handed attacks when he was at the University of Arizona and he feels 

it is beneath the dignity of the City of Benson and it does nothing but fester and poison the relationships 

among us, adding it doesn’t look well to other cities.  Mr. Wangsness then stated the memo relates to Mr. 

Jason Miller being placed on a consent agenda to be approved to the Board of Adjustment, and proceeded 

to dissect the memo, stating the first four statements are the only objective statements in the memo and the 

tone of the rest of the memo is an attack, with pure speculation on Ms. Johnson’s part as to Mr. Miller’s 

mindset and Mr. Brooks motive.  Mr. Wangsness then stated there should be a public reprimand as this 

document has become public.         

 

Sharon Sacco stated she would like to voice her opinion on Councilmember Lambert showing up at Wal-

Mart at their grand opening with a petition to recall Councilmember Brooks, adding she thinks it was the 

most disrespectful thing Councilmember Lambert could have done, noting it was disrespectful to the City 

of Benson, to Wal-Mart and to the businesses in the City.  Ms. Sacco then stated she had done nothing but 

talk highly of Councilmember Lambert and when she heard about this and when she heard the Mayor knew 

about it and did nothing to stop it, she was disappointed.  Ms. Sacco then stated she felt Councilmember 

Lambert owed both Wal-Mart and the City an apology.      

 

Kathy Suagee addressed Council concerning the out-going Councilmembers and their activities.  Ms. 

Suagee urged Mayor King to cancel all meetings, including the City Manager search committee, until the 

new Councilmembers can take their seats.  Ms. Suagee’s comments will be retained with the Council 

packet.  

 

Tom Fitzgerald addressed Council stating he was premature with making statements about an event that 

occurred on Saturday, but he will have more information that will be relevant to provide to everyone about 

that event later.  

 

J.T. Moffett addressed Council stating he wasn’t going to add much to what was said, adding those before 

him had said quite a bit that made a lot of sense and it was well-spoken.  Mr. Moffett then stated he wanted 

to talk about the senior center, adding the building was given to the City by a grant in the year 2000.  Mr. 

Moffett then stated Leisa Cotton helped write that grant and has been working tirelessly for our seniors for 

many years, adding the senior population is an essential part of and are vital to the community.  Mr. 

Moffett then stated he lost his parents and grandparents, adding he doesn’t have anyone like that in his life 

since his wife also lost her elder family as well, but he has adopted many of the seniors in this community 

and he looks out for quite a few of them.  Mr. Moffett then stated he would like to see the City have an 

Adopt-a-Senior program, whether it be the City or by a committee, adding we need to start the program.  

Mr. Moffett then stated we are not doing enough for the seniors or the youth of this community right now 

and we need to seriously look at that, adding he is not going to stop talking about it and having forums 

about it until we do.  Mr. Moffett then stated seniors are a large part of our population and many are on 

fixed incomes with family that can’t afford to take care of them and many with no one to look after them.  

Mr. Moffett then stated we’re down 125 senior meals a week since 2000 and he wants to see the City start 

helping to put out more meals and having more activities, citing Yuma as a great example.  Mr. Moffett 

then stated he knows the City of Benson isn’t the same as Yuma, but we can still do things on a smaller 

scale and can start ministering to our senior citizens of the community.  Mr. Moffett then stated the City 

gives $500 to the Shop with a Cop program and he just heard the City is not going to pay $800 for the golf 

carts for the senior meal benefit.  Mr. Moffett then asked Mayor King and the Council to put some pressure 

on City Hall to pay for these golf carts, adding he knows the City pays the utility bills for the meals 

program, and he appreciates it, but he feels there is no limit to what the City can do for the senior citizens 

in this community, adding $800 is just a drop in the bucket, once again asking the Mayor and Council to 

put pressure on City Hall to pay for the golf carts for the senior benefit golf tournament.   

 

Jeff Cook addressed City Council stating he didn’t come prepared, but he knew Little Caesar’s was going 

to be on the agenda, adding he needed to talk to a few people to find out what the other side of the story 

was.  Mr. Cook then stated he didn’t know what the Council’s plans were, but he knew Little Caesar’s 
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wanted them to pay him a lot of money for what appears to be a problem he probably created for himself.  

Mr. Cook then stated he remembered Mr. Rose’s first appearance before Council where he probably spent 

2 minutes telling them about things that mattered and over an hour giving them defamation statements 

about Staff, adding he was horrified to see that.  Mr. Cook then stated if it had been the other way around, 

with over an hour of things that mattered and 2 minutes of defamation, he could let that go and actually 

would have, if he hadn’t spoken to Jim Cox.  Mr. Cook then stated he understood Mr. Rose’s claim has 

been denied.  Mr. Cook then stated 2 months ago on April 11, Mr. Rose was asked to submit photos to the 

City Clerk so they could be sent to the insurance company and was also told at that time, this didn’t 

constitute filing a claim.  Mr. Cook then stated since then, he had spoken to Jim Cox because he wanted to 

know why was Mr. Rose’s claim was denied and Mr. Cox told him on April 12, that Mr. Cox had a meeting 

with Mr. Rose and the reason for the meeting was to go over the claim form and the procedure to file a 

claim so Mr. Rose would know what he needed to do, how to do it and who to do it with.  Mr. Cook then 

stated on April 13, Mr. Rose was given an email with written instructions on the procedure for filing a 

claim, adding on that same day, the insurance company contacted Mr. Rose and went over with him the 

procedure for filing a claim.  Mr. Cook then stated on April 20, Mr. Rose got a follow up call and an email 

on how to file a claim, why and who to file it with, adding he doesn’t feel the least bit sorry for Mr. Rose 

since it seems that his was an actual refusal to file a claim until after the passing of the deadline to file the 

claim and it appears that the refusal to file a claim shows the claim is invalid, otherwise he would have filed 

it when he could have had it ruled on by the insurance company.  Mr. Cook then stated it also appears it 

was designed to give the impression that Mr. Rose is a victim of the City and this would give him and his 

political allies a political advantage and we should be outraged.  Mr. Cook then stated he is intensely 

interested in how this current Council and how the next City Council will or will not offer a settlement 

based on a claim that has already been denied.    

 

Mayor King stated he would like to respond to some comments made during the Call to the Public, stating 

he has already discussed the Adopt-a-Senior program with Mr. Cox and the City will be advertising the 

program on the utility bills, so everyone will be aware such a program exists.  Mayor King then stated 

when he saw Councilmember Lambert with the recall petitions, Councilmember Lambert was already on 

the way to his vehicle, adding he didn’t see Councilmember Lambert until after the grand opening at Wal-

Mart.  Mayor King then stated with all the accusations of wrong-doing, he would like to direct Staff to 

move forward with having an outside agency look into the accusations, adding he has already spoken to 

Mr. Cox about this issue and he would like it to move forward.  Councilmember Brooks then stated he 

would like to direct the Interim City Manager to put discussion and possible action for the Senior Meals 

Program on a future Council meeting agenda.    

  

CITY MANAGER REPORT: 

 

Interim City Manager Jim Cox addressed Council, giving the dates of upcoming meetings and events. 

 

June 11, 2013  – Library Advisory Board, 4:00 p.m., City Library 

  Board of Adjustment, 5:00 p.m., City Hall 

June 15, 2013  – Historic Preservation Commission, 9:00 a.m., City Hall 

June 17, 2013  – City Manger Recommendation Committee, 7:00 p.m., City Hall 

June 20, 2013 – City Council Public Hearings on the Tax Levy and the FY 2013-2014 

  Budget at the Special Meeting, 7:00 p.m., City Hall 

June 24, 2013  – City Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m., City Hall 

June 25, 2013  – Community Watershed Alliance, 6:30 p.m., City Hall 

 

June 15, 2013  – Dive-in Movie, 7:00 p.m., City Pool 

June 29, 2013  – Dive in Movie, 7:00 p.m., City Pool 

July 1, 2013  – City Council Special Meeting to swear in the City Council newly-elected 

  Officials, 7:00 p.m., City Hall 

July 4, 2012 – City of Benson 4th of July Festivities at Lions Park.  Parade begins at         

9:00 a.m. followed by day-long activities and concluding with the City’s first 
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laser light show, which will begin at 8:30 p.m., please see the City’s website at 

www.cityofbenson.com for more details.   

 

Acting Interim City Manager Jim Cox reminded everyone to check the ADOT project closures at 

www.adot.gov for more information.  Mayor King stated the dive-in movies are a great activity for kids 

and families.  Councilmember Maldonado noted the City had to turn people away from the last dive-in 

movie reminding those who were going to attend to get there early.  Recreation Coordinator stated people 

could also watch the movie from the adjoining park.      

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

1. Consent Agenda       

   

1a. Minutes of the May 6, 2013 Worksession 

1b. Minutes of the May 8, 2013 Worksession 

1c. Minutes of the May 13, 2013 Worksession 

1d. Minutes of the May 13, 2013 Regular Meeting 

1e. Appointment of Bruce Botts to the Benson Board of Adjustment  * 

1f. Appointment of Councilmember Chris Moncada as the Chairman of the City of Benson Economic 

Development Subcommittee (EDSC)  

1g. Removal of Jim Cox from the City of Benson Economic Development Subcommittee (EDSC)  

1h. Appointment of Megan Moreno to the City of Benson Economic Development Subcomittee (EDSC) 

1i. Vendor Agreement for Emergency & Case Management Services between SouthEastern Arizona 

Community Action Program, Inc. (SEACAP) and the City of Benson for the period of July 1, 2013 – 

June 30, 2014  * 

1j. Invoices processed for the period from May 3, 2013 through May 30, 2013  * 

1k. Appointment of Akos Kovach to the City of Benson Economic Development Subcommittee (EDSC) 

1l. Appointment of Councilmember-elect Jeff Cook to the City of Benson Economic Development 

Subcommittee (EDSC) 

 

Item 1f had been removed from the Consent Agenda by the Amended Agenda.  Vice Mayor McGoffin 

moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Seconded by Councilmember Moncada.  City Clerk Vicki Vivian 

stated she was passing out amended minutes from the May 13, 2013 Regular Meeting, with the following 

change, “ Paul Lotsof addressed Council regarding the terms of Councilmembers and stated according to a 

published report, the new Council will be seated in early July but he doesn’t think that is correct.”  Vice 

Mayor McGoffin then amended her motion to approve the Consent Agenda with the amended minutes for 

the May 13, 2013 Regular Meeting.  Amended motion seconded by Councilmember Moncada.  Motion 

passed 6-1 with Councilmember Lambert voting nay.    

    

2. Discussion and possible action regarding Little Caesar’s claim against the City of Benson      

 

Interim City Manager Jim Cox stated at the Call to the Public, Mr. Cook explained the process we followed 

in encouraging Mr. Rose to file a claim with the City’s insurance company, adding everything was 

processed absolutely as quickly as we could.  Mr. Cox then stated when Mr. Rose did file a claim on May 

30, we had an adjudication from our insurance company by June 6 and it was now up to Council, adding 

Staff is seeking direction from Council.  Councilmember Moncada stated he would be abstaining due to a 

conflict of interest.  Vice Mayor McGoffin stated she hasn’t been very vocal on this issue, but from the 

beginning, she felt someone should have contacted the business owner and told him if there were any 

problems, he should let us know and we would figure it out.  Vice Mayor McGoffin stated everything is 

just a convoluted mess, because she doesn’t feel anything can be proven and if the City would have handled 

it back in December the way it should have been, all of this mess would never have gotten to where it is.  

Vice Mayor McGoffin then stated she personally feels the City should settle with Little Caesar’s in any 

way that we can, adding she doesn’t know if we can give them a settlement or can give him credits on his 

utility bills towards his claim, but she does know at one point the City settled with the SKP park on a water 

http://www.cityofbenson.com/
http://www.adot.gov/
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issue; she doesn’t remember how the settlement was done.  Mr. Cox stated the settlement with SKP was 

done before he started with the City, but he does know the SKP park received a credit to use toward their 

monthly bills.  Vice Mayor McGoffin then stated if the City does settle this issue with Mr. Rose, we need 

something signed to make sure the claim ends.  Councilmember Maldonado stated he felt like the issue 

should be tabled until the new Council could be seated and they could address the situation.  

Councilmember Sacco asked if Mr. Rose filed a claim with his own insurance company, adding in one 

report he read, the issue was the City’s fault and in another report he read, it was no one’s fault and yet in a 

third report he read, it was the business’ fault so he felt the Council should let the insurance companies 

fight it out.  Councilmember Lambert stated the Council had received an opinion from the City Attorney 

and he agreed with tabling the issue, but not so the new Council to make a decision, but because he 

believes the Council should get more information on what happened with the SKP park so Council would 

know what their options are if they decide to offer a settlement and give Mr. Rose a credit toward his utility 

bill.  Councilmember Brooks stated he has seen this from the beginning and was hoping it would not 

become a big ordeal adding he made suggestions early on in this investigation to have an oil sample taken 

right at the ovens immediately, but it was never done until almost 2 months later and the tests that were 

done were not done by forensic people.  Councilmember Brooks then stated when a test is to be conducted; 

it should be done by the analytical lab, not by people who are not qualified.  Councilmember Brooks then 

stated the way he sees it right now, he really doesn’t know if it was the plumber’s oil in there or the City’s 

oil, but the first mistake the City made was not owning up to the error in the first place and the second 

mistake the City made was the way we went about investigating what actually happened, adding at this 

point, he doesn’t know if Council will ever know what happened, but his feeling is that the City Council 

ought to pay Mr. Rose because we can’t afford not to.  Councilmember Brooks then stated as a City, we 

need to do the right thing for all of our customers and all who live in the City, adding if we make mistakes, 

we need to pay up on it. Councilmember Brooks then stated he doesn’t like giving the public’s money 

away, but this is not a gift.  Councilmember Brooks then stated he read the original report from the gas 

company and the bottom line is there was no test done by them, adding the second test was not done with 

forensic rags, but was done with rags used by the City.  Councilmember Brooks then stated he sees too 

many mistakes the City made and he thinks that we’re at fault regardless, so he doesn’t see how the City 

cannot pay Mr. Rose, adding he should be paid and the City should move on.  Vice Mayor McGoffin stated 

she would like to ask Mr. Rose a question.  Mr. Rose then stated he would like to address the Council, 

stating he recommended the City use what is called a mouse when they cleaned the gas lines, but instead 

they used rags and after that was done, his technicians found cloth fibers in the oven filters and with more 

recent problems, found even more cloth fibers.  Mr. Rose then stated it is now June, 2013 and all of this 

occurred in December, 2012, adding he pays his taxes every month to the City of Benson.  Vice Mayor 

McGoffin then asked Mr. Rose if he would be ok with a utility credit to use toward his utility bills with Mr. 

Rose stating the amount he asked for doesn’t even cover all the expenses related to his claim, so he would 

just prefer a check.  Vice Mayor McGoffin moved to cut Mr. Rose a check for the amount that he 

submitted.  Seconded by Councilmember Brooks.  Councilmember Brooks then stated he would like to say 

again, because of the way this was done, he doesn’t feel anyone is going to be able to prove who was at 

fault, but our best interest is to show this town and the investors out there, that the City will take care of 

them even if we don’t know it was our mistake.  Councilmember Brooks then stated he does that in his own 

business because he knows that if he doesn’t take care of a customer, he will lose business and he can’t 

afford that.  Councilmember Sacco then stated he feels due to the circumstances and the conflicting reports 

he got, the City is in a very gray area here, so he would recommend paying Mr. Rose.  Motion then passed 

5-1 with Councilmember Lambert voting nay and Councilmember Moncada abstaining.       

   

3. Appointment of the Chairman of the City of Benson Economic Development Subcommittee (EDSC)  
 

Vice Mayor McGoffin stated she had been named the chairman of the EDSC when the previous chairman, 

Councilmember John Lodzinski passed away.  Vice Mayor McGoffin then stated at the last EDSC meeting, 

the subcommittee recommended Member Chris Moncada be appointed the new chairman.  Vice Mayor 

McGoffin then moved to go with the subcommittee’s choice to appoint Councilmember Moncada the 

chairman of the EDSC.  Seconded by Councilmember Lambert.  After no further discussion, motion passed 

5-2 with Councilmembers Brooks and Sacco voting nay.    
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4. Discussion and possible action in the creation of a Non-Exempt Seasonal Part-Time Pool Cashier 

position in Recreation       

 

Mayor King asked for the HR Coordinator Melissa Quiroz to address Council concerning this item.  Ms. 

Quiroz then stated Mayor King had received questions about creating a new position, stating the City 

usually hires 6 lifeguards, but this year only had 5 qualified applicants, noting the sixth person interviewed 

great and has certification in First Aid, but is not certified to be a lifeguard, so they would like to create the 

position of a part-time Pool Cashier for 25 hours a week at $7.80/hour, adding the position will be seasonal.  

Ms. Quiroz then stated instead of hiring the normal 6 lifeguards, the Recreation Department would be 

hiring 5 lifeguards and the Pool Cashier.  Mayor King noted the City would actually be saving money 

because we would not be hiring a sixth lifeguard at a higher rate of pay.  Ms. Quiroz confirmed this adding 

a sixth lifeguard would also be working more than 25 hours a week.  Mayor King then stated this would 

also enable the lifeguards to stay completely focused on the swimmers’ safety and their lifeguarding duties, 

instead of having to collect money and handle First Aid issues.  Mayor King felt it was important to note 

the City was simply replacing a lifeguard with a cashier and was not hiring extra personnel.  

Councilmember Brooks then asked about pool hours with Recreation Coordinator Laura Parkin stating the 

pool is open Monday through Friday from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. for general swim with swimming lessons at 

9:50 a.m., there are adult swim mornings and evenings as well as on Saturdays and the pool is open on 

Sundays from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.  Councilmember Brooks then asked about lifeguard coverage with Ms. 

Parkin stating the lifeguard to patron ratio is 22, so for every 22 swimmers, the City has to have 1 lifeguard, 

adding the average number of patrons is 100-130 each day, noting if there are 45 people in the pool and 

only have 3 lifeguards on duty, we cannot open the child pool, because we are required by our insurance 

company to have lifeguards on duty at all times in both pools.  Councilmember Brooks asked about the 

cashier’s duties with Ms. Parkin stating the cashier will do a lot of administrative work, such as swimming 

lesson registrations, taking money, filling out paperwork, First Aid, etc.  Councilmember Brooks then 

asked if on normal days, the City had just 1 lifeguard taking care of people with Ms. Parkin stating the City 

can’t open the pool with 1 lifeguard.  Vice Mayor McGoffin then stated this will save the City money by 

hiring a cashier to do administrative duties instead of hiring a sixth lifeguard.  Councilmember Brooks then 

stated he had heard some people just drop their children off at the pool and asked if it was a problem with 

Ms. Parkin stating it’s not really a big problem, adding the City is not responsible for who drops off and 

picks up children; our only responsibility is lifeguarding.  Vice Mayor McGoffin moved to create a non-

exempt seasonal part-time pool cashier position in recreation.  Seconded by Councilmember Moncada.  

Motion passed 7-0.  

 

5. Resolution 18-2013 of the Mayor and Council of the City of Benson, Arizona, approving a 

Construction Agreement with L.B. Foster Company for installation of ADA-compliant restrooms at 

Lions Park, pursuant to CDBG Grant #107-13  

 

Public Works Director Brad Hamilton stated Council approved this project back in April, 2012 with the 

City replacing the main bathroom across from the big ramada and a second bathroom at the softball field.  

Mr. Hamilton then stated as part of the CDBG project, the City has cleared the environmental review and 

got to the bidding stages, with 2 responsive bidders, adding L.B. Foster was lowest bid by about $18,000.  

Vice Mayor McGoffin noted if the City didn’t spend the CDBG money, we would lose it and the park 

bathrooms would now be ADA compliant, which was very important.  Mr. Hamilton agreed, stating the 

City went ahead with the purchase and installation of 2 bathrooms knowing the City would need to 

contribute approximately $30,000, but the grant funding was paying for most of the cost.  Mr. Hamilton 

then stated with federal funding, the City must go with the lowest qualified bidder.  Councilmember 

Moncada made a motion to approve Resolution 18-2013.  Seconded by Councilmember Lambert.  Motion 

passed 6-1 with Councilmember Brooks voting nay.   

 

6. Review of City Finances with emphasis on April,  2013 financial results, the City’s financial position 

at April 30, 2013 and discussion of expected future net revenue streams 
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Finance Director Megan Moreno addressed Council with the financial highlights for the month of April, 

stating the City’s unrestricted cash is $1.6 million and the City’s bond proceeds are $1.4 million, adding in 

May, we will see that amount decrease since we did just do our fourth bond draw for some projects 

completed around the City.  Ms. Moreno then noted the City has been spending more than incoming 

revenues, with the fund balance for the month being down $37,000.  Ms. Moreno then stated Citywide 

revenues are $823,000, which is higher than April of 2012 and personnel is at $412,000, also up from 2012.    

Ms. Moreno then reviewed the General Fund stating revenues are on target with budgeted numbers and 

personnel was up a little in April, due to a large payout for vacation and sick time for a retirement, adding 

expenditures exceeded revenues by $31,000 mainly due to the large retirement payment.  

 

Ms. Moreno then reviewed the Enterprise Funds beginning with the Gas Fund stating it was down for the 

month of April, noting the volume has decreased due to weather.  Ms. Moreno then stated the Water Fund 

is doing well and is showing a positive fund balance for the month as well as for the year, but the 

Wastewater Fund was down for the month, due to a few unusual expenditures.  Ms. Moreno then stated she 

has added the Sanitation Fund to the presentation and for the first time this year, the City has seen a 

positive fund balance in Sanitation, which is due to the adjusted billing from Southwest Disposal.  Ms. 

Moreno then stated the Golf Course operations had a positive month in April, noting that does include the 

$25,000 contribution from Mr. Hartley, but the Food and Beverage side showed a loss of $4,000 for April. 

 

Ms. Moreno then reviewed sales tax stating for the last 3 months, City retail sales tax are below last year’s 

numbers and last year we continued to decline through the end of the fiscal year, adding she is projecting 

this current decrease will continue the current fiscal year.  Ms. Moreno then stated the City saw a huge 

increase in our bed taxes for April, but it was simply due to back-tax payments being paid; noting this is 

very unusual and we will not see this continue.  Ms. Moreno noted there isn’t much in construction sales 

tax, adding for the City’s total sales tax collections, we are below where we were the last two years.  Ms. 

Moreno then noted the State sales tax collection is looking good, adding it’s very predictable and is about 

the same level as last year. 

 

Mayor King stated his concern was that the City was starting to see a trend and with Council getting ready 

to pass a new budget, he thinks we need to direct Staff to take a good look at this and see if there’s anything 

Council needs to look at cutting from the budget, adding if this trend continues, there could be problems.  

Interim City Manager Jim Cox stated the proposed budget did take lower sales tax collections into account, 

but Staff can review it again in light of the April and May financial results and if there is something they 

aren’t comfortable with, they will come back to Council with suggestions.  Mayor King then stated the 

Council needed to be fiscally responsible.  Councilmember Brooks then stated when things are tight,  

hunkering down is sometimes the best answer, but if we don’t get business into this town, it’s going to die 

and he would like to see that we allocate some money to try and do some outreach and get some revenue 

into this town.        

 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS:  None 
 

ADJOURNMENT:  
 

Vice Mayor McGoffin moved to adjourn at 8:12 p.m.  Seconded by Councilmember Brooks.  Motion 

passed 7-0. 

   

                 ____________________________ 

                 Toney D. King, Sr., Mayor 

  ATTEST: 
   

____________________________   

  Vicki L. Vivian, CMC, City Clerk 


