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WORKSESSION 
OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF BENSON, ARIZONA 

HELD DECEMBER 9, 2019 AT 6:00 P.M. 
AT THE BENSON COMMUNITY CENTER, 705 W. UNION STREET, BENSON, ARIZONA         

      
CALL TO ORDER:    
    

Mayor King called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.      
   

ROLL CALL:   
 

Present were:  Mayor Toney D. King, Sr., Vice Mayor Joe Konrad, Councilmembers: Pat Boyle,                          
Larry Dempster, Lupe Diaz, Nick Maldonado and Barbara Nunn.       
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 

1. Discussion with the Southeast Arizona Economic Development Group regarding economic development 
in the Benson Community and surrounding areas; discussion may include but not be limited to existing 
and potential economic development opportunities and projects being sought as well as completed and 
developing projects    

 
City Manager Vicki Vivian stated George Scott, Executive Director of the Southeast Arizona Economic 
Development Group (SAEDG), will give Council a brief presentation on the local projects SAEDG is working 
on and the progress/status of those projects, adding Mr. Scott will also speak to Council about potential economic 
development opportunities SAEDG would like to work on. 
 
Mr. Scott thanked Council for working on projects with the SAEDG group for the betterment of Benson and 
that he would like to discuss five issues; the quiet zone, the Benson Airport Fuel Farm (adding that Mr. Geoff 
Oldfather is present to discuss it), a brief update on the San Pedro Real Estate property at the Golf Course, and 
the last two items blend together which are the Villages at Vigneto and the Southwestern Communities Coalition.   
 
Mr. Scott then stated with the quiet zone stating Carol Treuber, the Associate Director for the Economic 
Development Group has been heading the project along with former Mayors David DiPeso and Mark Fenn and 
a whole quiet zone group.  Mr. Scott asked Council if there were any questions concerning the quiet zone with 
Vice Mayor Konrad asking about the progress.  Mr. Scott stated that he had been talking to Public Works 
Director Brad Hamilton and Ms. Vivian and they advised him the traffic study would be done in January because 
it needed to be done when the traffic is the highest, adding after the traffic study is completed, the Council could 
move to the next phase, which is the notice of intent to create a quiet zone.  Ms. Vivian stated the study is 
scheduled through Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc. with Mr. Scott adding Kimley-Horn is who originally 
completed the quiet zone study in 2016.  Mr. Scott stated there is a lot of support for this project through the 
community with over 500 names on a petition and several letters from businesses requesting a quiet zone.  Mr. 
Scott then stated if there is any public hearing that needs to take place, SAEDG will be glad to host them with 
the City’s participation.  Mayor King stated he has been talking with Ms. Vivian and keeping up on the progress 
of the quiet zone and he knows the new traffic study is required.  Mr. Scott stated this is a very important project 
that will improve the quality of life for Benson residents and local businesses that are affected by the train 
whistle, adding people like the trains; they just don’t like the whistles.  Mr. Scott stated the towns between El 
Paso and Yuma have a quiet zone with Mayor King stating there are differences between other towns and 
Benson, noting the cost is a factor and the public needs to understand the cost for a quiet zone is much higher 
due to the many crossings and many factors of each one.  Mr. Scott then stated there is a quiet zone facebook 
page with a lot of people who have signed up and there are a lot of comments the Council is welcome to read.  
Mr. Scott then stated it is important that the City Council and the City staff make it an open process and get 
everyone’s point of view; then noted the costs will be unknown until the traffic study is done and the 
implementation requirements are updated.  Vice Mayor Konrad stated in 2015 or so, when the quiet zone was 
first discussed, the cost was astronomical and the Council thought it was too much, adding the Council thought 
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more about a quiet zone and put it into the City’s strategic plan and kind of moved forward with it; then 
questioned when the Council could make a judgement on what the cost may be, adding the Council knows it 
may not be the same as the original estimate.  Mr. Scott stated there is a lot involved and asked Mr. Hamilton to 
address the Council.  Mr. Hamilton stated the first requirement is a new traffic analysis, noting this was also 
required originally, but it will now address elements the Federal Railroad Commission has required, such as a 
queuing analysis, which is a fancy word for traffic storage at the crossings and what effect it would have on the 
crossing at Patagonia if other crossings (San Pedro and Ocotillo) were to close, adding this all needs to be done 
before costs can be estimated, adding he hopes to start seeing some of that information in the first quarter of next 
year.  Mr. Hamilton stated once they have the data, they can start running through the models to start estimating 
costs.  Mr. Scott stated Cochise County did the required work at the crossings in Bowie and Dragoon, adding 
the County Engineer and the County Manager think there’s a way the County can help curb some of the costs 
by partnering with the City on an IGA (Intergovernmental Agreement).  Mr. Scott then stated it was suggested 
to shop around and get the best prices, adding everyone knows the costs will probably be more then what was 
quoted in 2016, but it will be somewhere in that price range.  Mayor King stated the Council is in constant 
communication with Ms. Vivian and Mr. Hamilton, adding the Council and staff appreciate what SAEDG is 
doing.  Mayor King then stated in government there are several steps that need to be followed which can make 
it appear that the process drags on.  Ms. Vivian stated the traffic study will be done in January by Kimley-Horn, 
adding the City had already notified Kimley-Horn of the required updated study.  Ms. Vivian then stated Ms. 
Treuber and Mr. Scott invited representatives from all the involved agencies to meet and assess the requirements 
of implementing a quiet zone, but unfortunately, no one from ADOT (Arizona Department of Transportation) 
attended.  Ms. Vivian then stated one of the items that was mentioned during the assessment was queuing, (the 
storage of cars sitting at intersections and backing up onto 4th street) meaning the railroad crossing has to 
communicate with streetlights and when the Railroad Administration representative found those lights belonged 
to ADOT, he mentioned that ADOT needed to be included in the assessment.  Ms. Vivian then noted any costs 
for streetlights were not included in the 2016 study and she was unsure ADOT would be willing to pay those 
costs.  Ms. Vivian then stated City staff does not have an opinion on the quiet zone one way or another, noting 
the issue has always been funding.  Ms. Vivian then stated she felt it was important people know that, then stated 
Staff is moving forward to get figures to the Council as fast as possible to give Council the opportunity to make 
plans regarding the quiet zone.   
 
Mr. Scott then spoke about the airport and the fuel farm, adding this is a project SAEDG has been working on 
since 2017.  Mr. Scott stated Mr. Geoff Oldfather with Arizona G&T Cooperatives was present to address this 
and give Council an idea of where this was and where it’s at today.  Mr. Oldfather stated they are in the very last 
stages of the project being funded, adding AG&T is required to make a 20% match of the funding the City will 
be receiving and on November 21st, that 20% was deposited into the revolving loan fund that AG&T will 
administer for this project.  Mr. Oldfather then stated he reached out to (USDA) United States Department of 
Agriculture to get an update and USDA has all the documentation they need, adding the next step is for USDA 
to transfer about $183,000 to a revolving loan fund which AG&T will combine with approximately $177,000, 
resulting in 2 loans to the City for $360,000.  Ms. Vivian then stated the total project cost was about $400,000 
but the project had to be put out for bids again due to the time that had passed since the first bids were received.  
Ms. Vivian then stated the second bids came in and the projects costs at this time are about $430,000.  Mr. 
Oldfather stated the first loan from USDA will be at 0% interest and the second loan will come from an existing 
revolving loan fund that was established in 1999 and will be at 3% simple interest.  Mr. Oldfather stated the 
program then allows AG&T to receive payment on their outstanding loans to build the fund, which can then be 
loaned to other qualifying persons or entities, adding this keeps the loans at a lower interest rate than commercial 
loan rates.  Mr. Oldfather then stated once the funds are transferred, AG&T will meet with Pioneer title and the 
City of Benson to execute the documents, adding Pioneer Title will administer the loan payments.  Mayor King 
stated there are a lot of people excited about this project.  Mr. Oldfather stated one of the reasons this particular 
project has taken a while is that there were new USDA guidelines that required AG&T, as the administrator, to 
rewrite their lending guidelines to broaden the scope of who could apply for the funds.  Mr. Oldfather then stated 
there was a previous restriction allowing only those entities within their member distribution co-opted service 
territories to apply for funding, noting for example Bisbee and Douglas are not served by any of the AG&T 
member co-ops, but now someone in those areas can apply for a REDLG (Rural Economic Development Loan 
and Grant), adding he thinks it’s better because they want to reach as many people as they can.  Mr. Oldfather 
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then stated when someone thinks of economic development, it’s better to think of it as a regional thing and not 
as something restricted to one county or city.  Mr. Oldfather then spoke about the application process, stating 
when the City’s loan application came in, the loan committee had to review it and make a recommendation to 
send with the application on to Sulphur Springs Valley Electric Cooperative’s Board of Directors.  Mr. Oldfather 
then stated some of the requirements are 3 years’ worth of certified financials, a business plan and it has to be a 
viable project that meets the three general guidelines; to create jobs, create a revenue stream and improve the 
local economy.  Mr. Oldfather stated the guidelines are pretty broad to allow as many people as possible to 
apply.  Mr. Oldfather then stated one those steps are completed, the loan application is vetted rigorously by the 
USDA offices in both Phoenix and Washington, D.C., adding the process was extended by about 6 months 
because the lending plan had to be rewritten to reflect the new guidelines.  Mr. Oldfather then stated he would 
like to advise when funding would be available, but in speaking with USDA, they have assured him that it’s 
only a matter of days or a couple of weeks.  
 
Mr. Scott stated the reason the fuel farm is important is because there are several people that he has talked to 
who would like to be at the Benson Airport, but without a reliable fuel supply, they will not bring their business 
to Benson. 
 
Mr. Oldfather asked how quickly the City anticipates construction and how long the construction will last, once 
the project is funded with Ms. Vivian stating the next step would be a phone call to the company that was 
awarded the project.  Ms. Vivian stated Staff will present the bids to Council to decide who to award the project 
to and from there, would order the equipment, adding it’s a top priority.  Mr. Hamilton stated when the bid is 
awarded, the City will be given a timeline on the construction process.  Mr. Oldfather stated he would like to 
have a ceremony once construction is started with Mayor King adding the City will do a groundbreaking 
ceremony.  Mr. Oldfather stated AG&T is the only company that administers the REDLG grant in the state of 
Arizona and USDA indicated they would like to send a representative down from Phoenix and Washington D.C. 
for the groundbreaking.  
 
Mr. Scott stated one of the other items SAEDG has been working on is discussions with San Pedro Real Estate 
which owns the property that surrounds the golf course.  Mr. Scott stated Ms. Vivian and himself are awaiting a 
phone call from Mr. Barenberg about some concerns he has, adding he is trying to get Mr. Barenberg down from 
Denver so a meeting can be held to bring this to a conclusion.  Ms. Vivian stated Mr. Barenberg called and spoke 
to Jill Cody, the City Manager Administrative Assistant, and stated he knows the City is waiting on him to move 
forward.   
 
Councilmember Dempster asked if this would be the time to discuss the landscaping plan for the golf course and 
if the meeting with Mr. Barenberg could also include discussing a landscaping plan.  Mayor King stated he 
wanted to advise City Attorney Gary Cohen that the landscaping plan is tied into the San Pedro Real Estate 
property; then asked if this topic would be ok to discuss.  Mr. Cohen stated his understanding is that it involves 
a potential economic opportunity project and the Council could proceed. Councilmember Dempster stated he 
just wanted to make Mr. Barenberg’s trip efficient and include landscaping at the golf course to make it look 
attractive for customers and let Mr. Barenberg know what the City of Benson would like from him if he is willing 
to fund it.  Councilmember Dempster added that the plan could cover Ocotillo to the golf course to Mr. 
Barenberg’s property.  Mr. Scott stated once Mr. Barenberg comes to Benson and get his questions answered, 
the Council can talk to him about where the City wants to go so some kind of partnership can be worked out to 
help improve the look of the golf course.  
 
Mr. Scott stated Mr. David DiPeso would like to address Council on some issues.  Mr. DiPeso stated small 
businesses cannot meet the City code and the costs are outrageous for them.  Mr. Cohen stated the discussion is 
limited to what the City Council agenda states, adding the Council is absolutely limited to the things on the 
agenda by law.  Mayor King asked Mr. DiPeso to speak with Ms. Vivian after the meeting.  
 
Mr. Scott stated the last two things he would like to speak about is the county development group that has been 
working with El Dorado Holdings, and the Villages at Vigneto project. Mr. Scott stated he has been working 
with the Southwestern Communities Coalition as a liaison between them and the community.   Mr. Scott stated 
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he speaks to the SCC on a regular basis, adding the SAEDG helped form the Southwestern Communities 
Coalition to help with the pushback against some of the issues that have been going on against the Villages of 
Vigneto.   
 
Vice Mayor Konrad stated he would like to comment that the SCC is separate from the Villages at Vigneto; yet 
play an important role in promoting that project and pushing back against all the issues brought against the 
development to stop it.  Vice Mayor Konrad then stated they are also doing many other things to help benefit 
the community.  Mr. Scott stated he really appreciated the stand that Council has taken as far as standing up for 
what’s right for the City of Benson, adding the projects are in the best interest of the Benson economy and 
Cochise County.  Mayor King stated he would like to thank Mr. Scott, Mr. Oldfather, Mr. DiPeso and everyone 
who is involved in helping get information the City needs, adding every project that Mr. Scott has spoken about  
has the attention of the City, but unfortunately in government, everything takes time.  Vice Mayor Konrad stated 
the last item on the agenda was membership with SAEDG and asked if Mr. Scott could elaborate on that with 
Mr. Scott stating the only income SAEDG receives is the membership fees and he would like the City of Benson 
to make sure they renew their membership in 2020. 
 

ADJOURNMENT:  
 
Councilmember Nunn moved to adjourn at 6:37 p.m.  Seconded by Councilmember Maldonado.  Motion passed  
 7-0.  
 

                
____________________________ 

                 Toney D. King, Sr., Mayor 
  ATTEST: 
   

____________________________   
  Vicki L. Vivian, CMC, City Clerk 
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