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THE REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF BENSON, ARIZONA 

HELD  OCTOBER 14, 2019 AT 7:00 P.M. 
AT THE BENSON COMMUNITY CENTER, 705 W. UNION STREET, BENSON, ARIZONA         

      
CALL TO ORDER:    
    

Mayor King called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mayor King then introduced 
Dr. Eileen Littrel from the Baha'i Faith who gave the invocation.   
    

ROLL CALL:   
 

Present were:  Mayor Toney D. King, Sr., Councilmembers Pat Boyle, Larry Dempster, Lupe Diaz, and           
Nick Maldonado.  Absent were:  Vice Mayor Joe Konrad and Councilmember Barbara Nunn.   
 

EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION:  None 
              
PROCLAMATION:  None       
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  None 
   
CITY MANAGER REPORT:   
 

City Manager Vicki Vivian addressed Council, giving the dates of upcoming meetings and events. 
 
Monday, October 28, 2019     –  City Council Regular Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Community Center 
 
Saturday, October 19, 2019               –  The Union Pacific “Big Boy” Steam Engine 
   8:45 a.m. – 9:15 a.m., Benson Visitor Center 
 
   Celebrating the 150th Anniversary of the Transcontinental Railroad’s 

Completion. Union Pacific’s historic Big Boy steam locomotive        
No. 4014 is touring the Union Pacific system throughout 2019 to 
commemorate the transcontinental railroad’s 150th anniversary.  

 
   The Big Boy’s return to the rails is the product of more than two years 

of meticulous restoration work by the Union Pacific Steam Team.     
No. 4014 is the world's only operating Big Boy locomotive. 

 
Saturday, October 26, 2019                 –  The Brighten the Path – Cleanup Event 
   7:00 a.m., Lions Park 
 
   They are organizing another trash clean-up day. This time they will be 

focused on the alleys throughout our City streets hauling away the large 
discarded items that have accumulated. They are asking for volunteers 
who want to help make a change. They need people (“foot soldiers”) 
along with trucks and trailers. The idea is to drive slowly through the 
alleys with people walking along side to load pickups and trailers with 
the trash. Drivers will haul all the trash to the transfer station.  

 
   If you or someone you know would like to volunteer to help, please 

contact Elton Bowman. 
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NEW BUSINESS: 
 

1. Discussion and possible action on the Consent Agenda   
 

1a. Minutes of the May 14, 2018 Worksession     
1b. Minutes of the June 10, 2019 Regular Meeting  
1c. Minutes of the September 9, 2019 Regular Meeting 
1d. Acknowledgment of Conclusion by Katherine Jessen in the August 27, 2019 Informal Opinion Letter 
1e. Invoices processed for the period from September 12, 2019 through September 29, 2019 
   
Councilmember Boyle moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Seconded by Councilmember Dempster.  Motion 
passed 5-0. 
 

2. Discussion and possible action regarding Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between Benson Police 
Department and Cochise County 911 Administrator   
 
Police Chief Paul Moncada stated Cochise County has applied for a grant for upgrades to the 911 systems in 
Cochise County and in order to participate and request money from these grant funds, the City has to enter into 
a Memorandum of Understanding with the Cochise County 911 Administrator.  Chief Moncada then stated the 
grant funds are strictly for upgrades of the City’s 911 System, adding updates are covered by the state.  
 
There was no Council discussion.  
 
Councilmember Boyle moved to approve the Memorandum of Understanding with Cochise County 911 
Administrator.  Seconded by Councilmember Maldonado.  Motion passed 5-0. 
 

3. Discussion and possible action regarding Resolution 29-2019 of the Mayor and Council of the City of 
Benson, Arizona, to formally establish and maintain the “Benson Railroad Heritage Park” on its property    

 
City Manager Vicki Vivian stated the City’s General Development Plan discusses having a “Benson Railroad 
Heritage Park” and reads that “when fully developed this area will encompass the frontage along the northern 
side of Fourth Street, parallel to the existing rail lines, and the park will highlight the City of Benson’s past and 
present railway heritage and will help turn the Amtrak Station into a more attractive stop.”  Ms. Vivian then 
stated Resolution 29-2019 formally declares the areas near the Visitor Center and described in the General 
Development Plan as “Benson Railroad Heritage Park.”  Ms. Vivian then stated the resolution will also result in 
the park falling under the City Code, Chapter 11, “Parks & Recreation” which will allow the City to regulate the 
area with the City Code.   
 
Councilmember Maldonado asked how far the property goes with Ms. Vivian stating the area encompasses the 
Visitor’s Center parking lot and goes up to the other parking lot where the Caboose is located.   

 
Councilmember Diaz moved to approve Resolution 29-2019.  Seconded by Councilmember Dempster.  Motion 
passed 5-0.  

 
4. Discussion and possible action regarding Resolution 30-2019 of the Mayor and Council of the City of 

Benson, Arizona, authorizing the City Manager to submit an application to the Arizona Department of 
Water Resources (ADWR) to modify its Designation of an Adequate Water Supply  

 
City Manager Vicki Vivian stated in July 2008, the City received the most current designation of adequate water 
supply (DWR No. 41-401803.0001) which designated 13,474 acre-feet of water to serve the current needs and 
the committed and projected needs in the year 2021.  Ms. Vivian then stated one of the conditions of the 
designation is that “Benson shall submit an application to modify this decision and order designating Benson as 
having an adequate water supply when the sum of Benson’s current demand, committed demand and two-year 
projected demand exceeds 13,474 acre-feet, or by December 31, 2019.”  Ms. Vivian then stated other conditions 
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of the designation include the City satisfying State water quality requirements and to annually provide 
information on the water system.  Ms. Vivian then shared the history of the City’s designations so Council could 
see that in 1995, the City had a designation of 12,715 acre-feet after required reports were submitted to ADWR; 
then in 2005, after complying with new regulations that were put into place to modify designations in 2001, the 
City received a designation of 12,874 acre-feet.  Ms. Vivian then stated in preparing to submit an application 
prior to December 31, the City Council must now authorize the City Manager to submit an application, which 
Resolution 30-2019 does.    
 
Councilmember Dempster verified that the Council did not need to approve anything else for construction to 
begin on the proposed development with Ms. Vivian confirming that the designation was currently in place.  
 
Councilmember Boyle asked how much acre-feet are available to the City with Ms. Vivian stating the total 
amount that was allocated to the City was 13,474 acre-feet, adding based on the study that was submitted at that 
time, that is what is available to the City.  
 
Councilmember Boyle moved to approve Resolution 30-2019.  Seconded by Councilmember Diaz.  Motion 
passed 5-0.  

 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS:  None 

 
ADJOURNMENT:  

 
Councilmember Maldonado moved to adjourn at 7:12 p.m.  Seconded by Councilmember Dempster.  Motion 
passed 5-0.  
 

                
____________________________ 

                 Toney D. King, Sr., Mayor 
  ATTEST: 
   

____________________________   
  Vicki L. Vivian, CMC, City Clerk 
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