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THE REGULAR MEETING  
OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF BENSON, ARIZONA 

HELD JULY 28, 2008 AT 7:00 P.M. 
AT CITY HALL, 120 W. 6TH STREET, BENSON, ARIZONA 

 
 MAYOR FENN 

OPENED THE MEETING AT 7:04 P.M WITH  
THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. 

 
PRESENT WERE:  MAYOR FENN, VICE MAYOR KING, 

COUNCILMEMBERS LODZINSKI, McGOFFIN, SACCO, SUAGEE and TIPTON  
 
INVOCATION:  
 

Mayor Fenn introduced Father Mike who gave the invocation.  
 
EMPLOYEE  
RECOGNITION:  
 

None. 
 

CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  
 

Jim Cox spoke in reference to Item #4.  Mr. Cox spoke in support of Mr. Roush. 
 
Cliff Deane spoke in reference to Item #2.  Mr. Deane introduced himself as the Vice Chairman 
of the Planning & Zoning Commission and he spoke in support of Mr. Crawford and asked that 
Council approve his re-appointment. 
 
Steven Insalaco spoke in reference to the Airport Paving Project.  Mr. Insalaco told Council that 
he was going to speak about his concerns with the Airport, but that right before the Council 
meeting began, he spoke to Mr. Lockett and Mr. Hamilton and he got his questions answered.  He 
thanked the Council for their support in reference to the Airport. 
 
Gina Hielchert spoke in reference to Item #4.  Ms. Hielchert told Council that she would like for 
Council to terminate Mr. Roush. 
 
Pat Mitchell told Council that she hesitated coming forward due to all the turmoil going on.  Ms. 
Mitchell said that after talking to several business owners, God help you if you try to do business 
in Benson. 
 
Mike Stanley introduced himself as an employee and spoke in reference to the Employee 
Council.  Mr. Stanley said that he feels that all the departments in the public works will not be 
heard with only one public works representative appointed to the Employee Council. 
 
George Scott spoke in reference to Item #4.  Mr. Scott said he worked with the economic 
development community in Southeast Arizona.  Mr. Scott said that he feels that Mr. Roush and 
Mr. Lockett intimidate business owners.  He asked Council to do the right thing. 
 
David DiPeso spoke in reference to Item #4.  Mr. DiPeso said he agreed with Mr. Scott and that 
he has heard many negative comments about Benson with the current turmoil.  Mr. DiPeso asked 
Council to do the right thing and remove Mr. Roush as the City Manager. 
 
John Whiteside spoke in reference to item #4.  He spoke in support of Mr. Roush. 
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PROCLAMATION: 
 

Mayor Fenn stated he had asked Councilmember Suagee to read the proclamation regarding the 
“Drowning Impact Awareness Month”.  Councilmember Suagee then read the proclamation 
proclaiming the month of August as “Drowning Impact Awareness Month” in Benson, Arizona.  

 
CONSENT AGENDA:  
 

1a. Approval of Minutes of the July 14, 2008 Regular Meeting. 
1b. Appointment of Joanne Sturgeon to the Benson Historic Preservation Commission 
1c. Reappointment of Liz Brenner to the Benson Historic Preservation Commission 
1d. Reappointment of Ruth Wilson to the Benson Historic Preservation Commission 
1e. Processed Invoices 
 
Councilmember McGoffin moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Seconded by Councilmember 
Sacco.  Motion passed 7-0. 

 
NEW BUSINESS:  
 
1. Request for a donation to support the “Back to School Fair” sponsored by the South East 

Arizona Behavioral Health Services (SEABHS) Benson Youth Advocate Team and the San 
Pedro Family Resource Council. 
 
Gloria Durgin and 3 youth advocates spoke asking the Council to support their organization with 
a donation for the Back to School Fair.  Two handouts were given out.  They mentioned that they 
are planning on organizing a “Stuff the Bus” event that will be held at McDonalds on Highway 
90 in Benson on August 1, 2008.  Ms. Durgin informed the Council that this Benson Youth group 
is the first group to be recognized by the State.  Councilmember McGoffin asked if they were 
involved with the McDonald’s donations with Ms. Durgin saying the donations are for the Back 
to School Fair.   
 
Vice Mayor King moved to donate $800.00 to the Back to School Fair.  Seconded by 
Councilmember Suagee.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
Vice Mayor King made a personal donation and challenged the audience to do the same. 

 
2. Appointment of James Crawford to the Benson Planning & Zoning Commission. 

 
Mike Lockett, Planning & Zoning Director said after speaking to Mr. Crawford, staff made the 
recommendation that Council appoint Mr. Crawford to the Commission. 
 
Councilmember Suagee moved to approve the reappointment of Mr. Crawford to the Planning & 
Zoning Commission.  Councilmember Tipton seconded.  Motion passed 7-0. 

 
3. Ordinance 527 levying upon the Assessed Valuation of the Property within the City of 

Benson, Arizona, subject to Taxation.  A certain sum upon each One Hundred 
Dollars($100.00) of valuation, sufficient to raise the amount estimated to be required in the 
annual budget, less the amount estimated to be received from fines, licenses and other 
sources of revenue providing a general fund for the general municipal expenses; all for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 2009. 

 
Mr. Jim Cox addressed the Council on this issue saying a public hearing had been held regarding 
this issue and this item is the adoption of the Tax Levy.  Mr. Cox said the assessment rate for 
2008-2009 is .5050, which is a decrease from the assessment rate for 2007-2008 of .5498.  Mr. 
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Cox said even with the assessment rate decrease, the City estimates the collection amount will 
increase due to the increase in assessed valuations.  Mr. Cox stated this property tax collection is 
approximately 1% of the City’s revenues. 
 
Councilmember Lodzinski moved to approve Ordinance 527.  Seconded by Councilmember 
McGoffin.  Motion passed 7-0. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Pursuant to A.R.S. section 38-431.03 (A)(1) for discussion concerning the 
employment performance of the City Manager with respect to his interaction and supervision of City 
employees, including his handling of the distribution of the new Human Resource Handbook. 
 

Councilmember Sacco moved to enter into executive session with the City Council, the City 
Manager, the City Attorney, and the City Clerk at 7:45 p.m.  Seconded by Councilmember 
McGoffin.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
Council then reconvened into the Regular Meeting at 8:50 p.m. 
 
As the Council left for the Executive Session, City Attorney Tom Benavidez was approached by a 
member of the audience saying that he was not aware that he had to sign in to speak at the “Call 
to the Public”.  He asked the City Attorney to ask the Mayor if he could address Council when 
they returned from the Executive Session.  Mayor Fenn indicated the City Attorney had just 
approached him with the request. 
 
At this point Mr. Pete Rossi addressed the Council.  He introduced himself as Mayor Fenn’s 
business partner.  Mr. Rossi said after visiting Benson each year for the last 13 years, he decided 
to invest in Benson.  Mr. Rossi then spoke on behalf of Mayor Fenn.     
 
Councilmember Tipton read a statement to Council saying while the investigation of the Mayor is 
in progress, Council has still accomplished many things.  Councilmember Tipton then spoke in 
support of City Manger Martin Roush and his leadership.  Councilmember Tipton then said the 
City has a proper chain of command in place for the employees to use and if the employee is not 
satisfied, they should send a written complaint to all Councilmembers for the Council to address.   

 
4. Discussion and possible action concerning the employment of the City Manager. 
 

Councilmember Al Sacco moved to terminate City Manager Martin Roush effective immediately.  
Seconded by Vice Mayor King.   
 
Councilmember Suagee moved to amend the motion to include a 6-month severance package.  
Seconded by Councilmember Tipton.  Motion failed 3-4 with Councilmembers Lodzinski, Sacco, 
McGoffin and Mayor Fenn voting nay. 
 
Councilmember Suagee moved to amend the motion to include a 5-month severance package.  
Seconded by Councilmember Tipton.  Motion failed 3-4 with Councilmembers Lodzinski, Sacco, 
McGoffin and Mayor Fenn voting nay. 
 
Councilmember Suagee moved to amend the motion to include a 4-month severance package.  
Councilmember Tipton seconded.  Motion failed 2-5 with Councilmembers Lodzinski, Sacco, 
McGoffin, Vice Mayor King and Mayor Fenn voting nay. 
 
Original motion made by Councilmember Sacco passed 4-3 with Councilmembers Lodzinski, 
Suagee and Tipton voting nay. 
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CITY MANAGER REPORT: 
  

None. 
 
COUNCIL DIRECTIVES: 
  

None. 
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS: 
 

None. 
  
ADJOURNMENT:  
 

Vice Mayor King moved to adjourn at 9:15 p.m.  Seconded by Councilmember  
McGoffin.  Motion passed 7-0. 

 
 

________________________________ 
Mark M. Fenn, Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
____________________________ 
Vicki L. Vivian, City Clerk 


