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THE WORK SESSION  
OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF BENSON, ARIZONA 

HELD MAY 15, 2008 AT 7:00 P.M. 
AT CITY HALL, 120 W. 6TH STREET, BENSON, ARIZONA 

 
 MAYOR FENN 

OPENED THE MEETING AT 7:00 P.M WITH  
THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. 

 
PRESENT WERE:  MAYOR FENN, VICE MAYOR KING 
COUNCILMEMBERS LODZINSKI, McGOFFIN, SACCO,  

SUAGEE (arriving at 7:02 p.m.) and TIPTON (arriving at 7:08 p.m.) 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
 
1. Budget Work Session for the City of Benson, Fiscal Year 2008-2009; all revenues and 

expenditures of the City may be discussed: 
 

City Manager Martin Roush addressed Council stating an overview of the budget would be 
presented to Council.  Mr. Roush stated in the preliminary budget, staff has taken into 
consideration the changing economic environment and the challenges it creates.  Mr. Roush then 
stated routine financial assessments, long term fiscal planning and the establishment of fiscal 
policies will assist with the challenges we will face.  Mr. Roush then gave a brief introduction to 
the budget and then turned the presentation over to Finance Director Jim Cox.   
 
Mr. Cox then spoke regarding policy statements; discussing the goal to increase the funds held in 
the State Pool investment account as a reserve, removing department contingencies by creating 
one overall contingency in the general fund, the Human Resources Rate Plan, and a proposed 
restriction of the half cent sales tax enacted by Ordinance 403.  Mr. Cox gave a brief history of 
the enactment of the half cent sales tax.  Mr. Roush addressed Council stating he had met with the 
Benson Municipal Property Corporation (BMPC), which was established to obtain the loan for 
the wastewater treatment plant and had discussed the use of the excess funds.  Mr. Roush then 
addressed Council stating a legal determination was obtained verifying there was no restriction on 
this fund, with the exception of the loan payment on the wastewater treatment plant, but to 
address the concerns of the BMPC board, the funds would be restricted to wastewater 
infrastructure to include collection systems rebuilding.  Mr. Roush stated the majority of the 
BMPC board was supportive of this.  Mr. Roush then stated an open house would be held on May 
28, 2008 to obtain public participation and comments to bring to Mayor and Council so they 
could make an informed decision.  Discussion was then had regarding the history of the 
enactment of the half cent sales tax and how it was presented to the public at that time, the 
options of utilizing the excess sales tax and the possibility of funding wastewater infrastructure 
through other means.  Mr. Cox then stated the policy statement in the preliminary budget 
addresses the segregation of the half cent sales tax placement into a “Wastewater Infrastructure 
Fund”, and Council can then determine the use of the excess proceeds.  Public Works Director 
Brad Hamilton then addressed Council giving a brief overview of the collection system areas that 
need repair and the conditions of the collection pipes in those areas.   
 
Mr. Cox then presented the preliminary budget discussing revenues and expenditures by 
categories, funds and departments, personnel cost increases and capital outlay. 
 
Councilmember Lodzinski inquired about the SAFER Grant applied for by the Fire Department.  
Fire Chief Keith Spangler addressed Council stating he had received notification that we were 
turned down for the SAFER Grant and that he is in the process of researching to adjust the 
narrative in the grant application to reapply in August, 2008 after obtaining Council approval.  
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Councilmember Suagee then asked if the budget reflected this grant, should it be approved.  Mr. 
Cox stated it was not in the current preliminary budget, but if the grant were to be awarded, the 
funds could be found.  Councilmember McGoffin then inquired about the School Resource 
Officer (SRO) reimbursement and the Stone Garden grants.  Mr. Cox stated the Stone Garden 
grant is located in the Grants Fund.  Police Chief Nichols stated the SRO grant is currently funded 
through August and has been reapplied for to cover the new school year.  Vice Mayor King than 
stated an addition to the inter-agency grant revenue would need to be made to provide for the 
possibility of the SRO Grant approval.  Mr. Cox stated he would meet with Chief Nichols to 
determine and make the necessary change. 
 
After discussing the Volunteer Firefighter Memorial and the parks concession revenue, Mr. Cox 
stated he would increase the concession revenue to $1,000.  Councilmember Suagee then moved 
to add $5,000 to the Fire Department Revenue line for any donations we might secure.  Seconded 
by Vice Mayor King.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
Mr. Cox then stated we were ready to begin reviewing department budgets beginning with 
Administration.  Councilmember McGoffin inquired about the Telephone expenditures, with Mr. 
Cox stating he would review the budgeted amount to verify it was correct.  Addressing the 
Administration budget, Mr. Cox indicated a capital outlay for a new copy machine.  Mayor Fenn 
inquired about the salary increase, with Mr. Roush verifying the increase included the Human 
Resource Analyst I.  Vice Mayor King verified the City Hall offices at 120 W. 6th Street were 
paid off, with Mr. Cox indicating the only debt the City had at this point and time was the Zion’s 
Bank loan of approximately $900,000, the Wastewater Treatment plant and a couple of land 
payments that were nearly paid off.  Mr. Cox stated over the past two years, we’ve paid off the 
high interest rate leases and have paid cash for our purchases, allowing us to keep projected 
expenditures down. 
 
Mayor Fenn then inquired about the Wal-mart payment for the current fiscal year.  Mr. Roush 
addressed Council stating Wal-mart has not acquired their final certificate of occupancy, due to 
not completing some of the infrastructure, specifically the drainage basins that were not 
functioning per design.  Mr. Roush stated the City had attempted communication with Wal-mart 
to address the issue and until the payment was requested from Wal-mart, had gotten no response.  
Mr. Roush stated the City is now in the process of communicating with higher administration 
regarding our concerns over the basins; stating it is an important issue since the City will have to 
maintain the basins once they are accepted. 
 
Councilmember Suagee then stated in the Library budget, she had noticed the expenditure for 
books had decreased $5,000 and asked Library Director Peggy Scott to address that item.  Ms. 
Scott stated it was decreased in consideration of the possible budget constraints on the City.  Vice 
Mayor King expressed how important the library and its inventory was.  Councilmember Suagee 
suggested one way to address this could be to have an addition to grant revenues for the library. 

 
ADJOURNMENT:  
 

Vice Mayor King moved to adjourn at 8:41 p.m.  Seconded by Councilmember Lodzinski.  
Motion passed 7-0. 

 
 

________________________________ 
Mark M. Fenn, Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
____________________________ 
Vicki L. Vivian, City Clerk 


