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THE SPECIAL MEETING  
OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF BENSON, ARIZONA 

HELD JUNE 25, 2008 AT 7:00 P.M. 
AT CITY HALL, 120 W. 6TH STREET, BENSON, ARIZONA 

 
 MAYOR FENN 

OPENED THE MEETING AT 7:00 P.M WITH  
THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. 

 
PRESENT WERE:  MAYOR FENN, VICE MAYOR KING, 

COUNCILMEMBERS LODZINSKI, McGOFFIN, SACCO, SUAGEE and TIPTON  
 

 
 

CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  
 

Mr. John Whiteside addressed Council requesting to table the budget stating he would like to see 
the capital projects of land acquisition deleted, the meter replacement program on hold and the 
reclaimed water model moved back to the fiscal year 2009-2010. 
 
Toney King addressed Council stating he has come to the conclusion that if Council cannot have 
a meeting and focus on the City, a meeting should not be held.  Mr. King then stated after the 
current investigation is completed, the Council needs to do what is right for the City.  Mr. King 
then asked Council to not hold meetings until the investigation is over to alleviate further 
embarrassment to himself and the Council.  Mr. King stated Council needs to follow the 
guidelines set by the City during Council meetings, allowing people to speak and being aware of 
Council’s body language and keeping tempers at bay.  Mr. King stated the Council are elected by 
the people and should be a role model for our citizens.  Mr. King then stated it was time to wait 
for the results of the investigation and do what is right for our citizens. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA:  
 

None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
 
1. Adoption of the City of Benson Fiscal Year 2008-2009 Budget: 

 
Finance Director Jim Cox addressed Council stating the tentative budget before Council will 
become a final budget, if Council so approves it.  Councilmember Suagee asked Mr. Cox to 
address some concerns regarding the deficit Mr. Whiteside feels the City is operating in.  Mr. Cox 
stated he respectfully disagreed with Mr. Whiteside’s assessment stating the budget is balanced   
Mr. Cox then verified there are contingencies in the budget and whenever a significant 
expenditure, over $10,000 in undirected contingencies and over $20,000 budgeted items, is 
requested, the item will be brought back to Council for approval.  Councilmember McGoffin 
verified that by adopting the budget with the possibility of financing arrangements, it did not 
mean the financing arrangements were approved.  Mr. Cox stated the financing arrangements 
were included in the budget to allow Council to move forward on projects, if they so chose.  
Councilmember McGoffin again verified those items would again come before Council.  Vice 
Mayor King stated many hours have been put into the budget and he feels it’s an appropriate 
budget for the coming fiscal year.  Vice Mayor King then stated he felt the Council had done 
what was right concerning enterprise funds and the City had considerably increased savings 
because of the choices Council had made.   
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Councilmember Lodzinski asked if the pavement management was to include Patagonia and 
Union Streets with City Manager Martin Roush replying it was likely staff would recommend 
those streets for pavement management but that it would be brought to Council for their approval.  

 
Mayor Fenn then asked Mr. Cox about the time constraints of adopting a budget.  Mr. Cox stated 
the state requires Cities to adopt a final budget by August 22, 2008, but that it was his 
professional belief that a budget needs to be in effect with the commencement of the new fiscal 
year.  Mayor Fenn then stated the Council needs to recognize along with Council actions, the City 
now has new revenue streams that were not in place eight years ago; stating new revenue as well 
as good management have increased the City’s surplus savings.  Mayor Fenn thanked those that 
worked on the budget. 
 
Vice Mayor King moved to adopt the City of Benson fiscal Year 2008-2009 Budget.  Seconded 
by Councilmember Lodzinski.  Motion passed 6-0 with Councilmember McGoffin abstaining.     

 
      
COUNCIL DIRECTIVES: 
  

None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  
 

Councilmember Suagee moved to adjourn at 7:19 p.m.  Seconded by Vice Mayor King.  Motion 
passed 7-0. 

 
 

________________________________ 
Mark M. Fenn, Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
____________________________ 
Vicki L. Vivian, City Clerk 


