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Topic: Residential Swimming Pools

After the uncharacteristic cold weather we had recently, it is easy to forget that we live in the Arizona desert where we enjoy a warm spring and summer.  As the weather warms, citizens of Benson will take to outdoor activities like hiking, biking, and swimming.  

While these activities are encouraged, it is also important to note that swimming pools while fun are extremely dangerous. Swimming pool accidents account for more than 250 child deaths each year in the United States.  Another 2,700 children receive medical treatment for pool related accidents that occur in backyard pools.

In the City of Benson, the adopted Building Safety Codes address this hazard by mandating that a permit be issued for the construction or installation of all swimming pools that can accept 18 inches of water or more.  In the past there was a misconception that a permit was not required for the temporary pools sold at big box stores; this is not correct.  The above-ground temporary pools present as much cause for concern and as big a hazard as the in-ground types and do require a permit.

A permit will allow for the City Staff to verify the swimming pool will be used in a safe manner.  A major item that is consistently missed by DIY homeowners is not providing a legal pool barrier.  Pool barriers are essential to keep children out of the pool area.  The proper construction and installation of pool barriers can greatly reduce the number of child fatalities or near fatalities.

The follow is a list of requirements contained either in State Statute or the local building safety code:

· Be entirely enclosed by at least a five (5) foot high wall, fence or other barrier as measured on the exterior side of the wall, fence or barrier.
· Have no openings in the wall, fence or barrier through which a spherical object four inches in diameter can pass. The horizontal components of any wall, fence or barrier shall be spaced not less than forty-five (45) inches apart measured vertically or shall be placed on the pool side of a wall, fence or barrier which shall not have any opening greater than one and three-quarter (1.75) inches measured horizontally. Wire mesh or chain link fences shall have a maximum mesh size of one and three-quarter (1.75) inches measured horizontally.
· Gates for the enclosure shall:
· Be self-closing and self-latching with the latch located at least fifty-four (54) inches above the ground.
· Open outward away from the pool.
· The wall, fence or barrier shall not contain openings, handholds or footholds accessible from the exterior side of the enclosure that can be used to climb the wall, fence or barrier.
· The wall, fence or barrier shall be at least twenty (20) inches from the water's edge.
· If a residence or living area constitutes part of the enclosure, this applies only to the residence wall, the remaining barrier walls need to comply with these code requirements:
· Between the swimming pool or other contained body of water and the residence or living area, a minimum four foot wall, fence or barrier to the pool area must be in place. 
· The pool shall be protected by a motorized safety pool cover which requires the operation of a key switch which meets the American Society of Testing and Materials Emergency Standards 1389 and which does not require manual operation other than the use of the key switch.
· All ground level doors or other doors with direct access to the swimming pool or other contained body of water shall be equipped with a self-latching device. 

When a self-latching device is not feasible due to the design or type of door being used, a dead bolt style latching device may be approved by the Building Official.

· Emergency escape or rescue windows from the sleeping rooms with access to the swimming pool or other contained body of water shall be equipped with a latching device not less than fifty-four (54) inches above the floor. All other operable dwelling unit or guest windows with similar access shall be equipped with a screwed in place wire mesh screen, or a keyed lock that prevents opening the window more than four (4) inches, or a latching device located not less than fifty-four (54) inches above the floor.
· Solid barriers which do not have openings, such as a masonry or stone wall, shall not contain indentations or protrusions except for normal construction tolerances and tooled masonry joints.
· Where the barrier is composed of diagonal members, such as a lattice fence, the maximum opening formed by the diagonal members shall not be more than (1.75) inches.

All swimming pools, hot tubs and spas shall meet the electrical requirements contained in Chapter 41 - Swimming Pools in the IRC.

The list above is not all-inclusive and is not intended to replace supervision.  With the help of the public working with the Benson staff, we can make this an accident-free year.

To encourage safe installation of swimming pools and their barriers, the City of Benson will be offering Courtesy Permits for swimming pools and barriers, free of charge during the month of April.

For any questions or for more information, feel free to contact me at lgarcia@cityofbenson.com or (520) 720-6332.
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