
BENSON PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Staff members share some of their favorite books……..



Recommended by Peggy.................

The Aviator’s Wife

By Melanie Benjamin 

In the spirit of Loving Frank and The Paris Wife, acclaimed novelist Melanie Benjamin pulls back the 
curtain on the marriage of one of America’s most extraordinary couples: Charles Lindbergh and Anne 
Morrow Lindbergh.

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

When Anne Morrow, a shy college senior with hidden literary aspirations, travels to Mexico City to spend 
Christmas with her family, she meets Colonel Charles Lindbergh, fresh off his celebrated 1927 solo flight 
across the Atlantic. Enthralled by Charles’s assurance and fame, Anne is certain the aviator has scarcely 
noticed her. But she is wrong. Charles sees in Anne a kindred spirit, a fellow adventurer, and her world will be 
changed forever. The two marry in a headline-making wedding. In the years that follow, Anne becomes the first 
licensed female glider pilot in the United States. But despite this and other major achievements, she is viewed 
merely as the aviator’s wife. The fairy-tale life she once longed for will bring heartbreak and hardships, 
ultimately pushing her to reconcile her need for love and her desire for independence, and to embrace, at last, 
life’s infinite possibilities for change and happiness.



Recommended by Kelli.................

When Men Become Gods

By Stephen Singular

In When Men Become Gods, New York Times bestselling author Stephen Singular casts a light on a dark corner of religious 
extremism. He reveals a group of fundamentalists operating in the present-day United States, where teenage girls are kept in 
virtual bondage in the name of upholding the “sacred principle” of polygamy.
As the leader and self-proclaimed prophet of the Fundamentalist Latter Day Saints, a sect of Mormonism based in isolated 
southern Utah, Warren Jeffs held sway over thousands of followers for nearly a decade. His rule was utterly tyrannical. In 
addition to coercing young girls into polygamous marriages with older men, Jeffs reputedly took scores of wives, many of whom 
were his father’s widows. Television, radio, and newspapers were shunned, creating a hidden community where polygamy was 
prized above all else.
But in 2007, after a two-year manhunt that landed him on the FBI’s Ten Most Wanted List, Jeffs’s reign was forcefully ended. 
He was convicted of rape as an accomplice for his role in arranging a marriage between a fourteen-year-old girl and her 
nineteen-year-old first cousin.
In When Men Become Gods, Edgar Award nominee Stephen Singular traces Jeffs’s rise to power and the concerted effort that 
led to his downfall. It was a movement championed by law enforcement, private investigators, the Feds, and perhaps most 
vocal of all, a group of former polygamous wives seeking to liberate young women from the arranged marriages they’d once 
endured. The book offers new revelations into a nearly impenetrable enclave---a place of nineteenth-century attire, inbreeding, 
and eerie seclusion---providing readers with a rare glimpse into a tradition that’s almost a century old, but that has only now 
been exposed.



Recommended by Andrew.................

Pawnee

The Greatest Town in America

By Leslie Knope

Welcome to Pawnee: More Exciting than New York, More Glamorous than Hollywood, Roughly the Same Size 
as Bismarck, North Dakota

In Pawnee, Leslie Knope (as played by Amy Poehler on NBC's hit show Parks and Recreation) takes readers 
on a hilarious tour through her hometown, the Midwestern haven known as Pawnee, Indiana. The book 
chronicles the city's colorful citizens and hopping nightlife, and also explores some of the most hilarious events 
from its crazy history--like the time the whole town was on fire, its ongoing raccoon infestation, and the cult that 
took over in the 1970s. Packed with laugh-out-loud-funny photographs, illustrations, and commentary by the 
other inhabitants of Pawnee, it's a must-read that will make you enjoy every moment of your stay in the 
Greatest Town in America.



Recommended by Vicky.................

Jelly Shot

Test Kitchen

Jell-ing Classic Cocktails – One Drink at a Time

By Michelle Palm

Remember jello shots of days of yore? They're all grown up, and are sporting a sophisticated new 

look! "Jelly Shots" are classic cocktails reinvented as sassy, gelatin shots perfect, jewel-like 

squares, sans cup, which any adult would be proud to serve at their next dinner party. From 

Cosmopolitans, Tequila Sunrises, and Mojitos to Gimlets and Chocolate Martinis, Jelly Shot Test 

Kitchen is a guide to making gelatin versions of favorite libations. Armed with only a saucepan, a 

cake pan, and a sharp knife (and ingredients!), readers can be well on their way to a gorgeous 

batch of Jelly Shots.



Recommended by Megan.................

Spirits of the Earth

A Guide to Native American Nature Symbols, Stories, and Ceremonies

By Robert Lake – Thom
"There are ancient secrets and lessons hidden in nature. If you seek for guidance, you will discover truth." Bobby Lake-Thom Much of the ancient 
knowledge that has been passed down from Native American medicine men, or shamans is in danger of being lost. Bobby Lake-Thom, a Native 
American healer known as Medicine Grizzly Bear, has sought to preserve this powerful heritage by sharing his wisdom and experience learning from 
the world around us. The result is Spirits of the Earth, an extraordinary compilation of legends and rituals about nature's ever-present signs. From 
the birds that soar above us to the insects beneath our feet, Bobby Lake-Thom shows how the creatures of the earth can aid us in healing and self 
knowledge. What does it mean if a hawk appears in a dream? What are the symbolic interpretations of a deer, a skunk, a raccoon? Lake-Thom, who 
has studied with the elders of many tribes, explains the significance of animal figures as manifestations of good or evil, and shows how we can 
develop our own powers of awareness and intuition. The first book of its kind, this practical and enlightening resource includes dozens of fascinating 
animal myths and legends, as well as exercises and activities that draw upon animal powers for guidance, healing, wisdom, and the expansion of 
spiritual influences in our life's. You'll discover here:

 How animals, birds, and insects act as signs and omens 

 The significance of vision quests 

 How to make and use a medicine wheel 

 The role of spirit symbols and how they affect the unconscious 

 Exercises for creative dreaming 

 The power of the earth-healing ceremony 

 How to increase your spiritual strength and create sacred spaces 


