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THE REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF BENSON, ARIZONA 

HELD AUGUST 10, 2015 AT 7:00 P.M. 
AT CITY HALL, 120 W. 6TH STREET, BENSON, ARIZONA         

 
CALL TO ORDER:    
    

Mayor King called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mayor King then 
introduced Bishop Konrad Spencer from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints who offered the 
invocation.               

 
ROLL CALL:   
 

Present were: Mayor Toney D. King, Sr., Councilmembers Pat Boyle, Jeff Cook, Joe Konrad, David Lambert 
and Chris Moncada.  Absent was:  Vice Mayor Lori McGoffin. 
 

EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION:   
 
 Mayor King recognized Vicki Vivian for 15 years of service with the City of Benson and William (“Corky”) 

Brandt for 30 years of service with the City of Benson.   
  
PROCLAMATION:  None   
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  None 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC:   

 
Audrey Palma, 6th Street, Benson addressed the Council regarding the Senior Bingo program which is held 
once a week in the community center.  Ms. Palma told the Council there are between 20 and 22 elderly 
participants and 8 volunteers running the program.  Ms. Palma then expressed her concerns over the seniors 
possibly being charged $20.00 for the 2 hours the seniors play bingo each week, noting senior citizens are on 
limited income and the participants can’t afford to pay $20.00 each week.  Ms. Palma then told the Council 
that the seniors who play bingo live alone and come not only to play bingo but to eat and socialize with others.  
Ms. Palma stated the bingo equipment was donated and the tables and chairs in the community center were 
bought by the senior citizens with donations.  Ms. Palma stated there are people trying to straighten out the 
situation, but if the seniors have to pay a fee, the City will be taking away these senior’s recreation.  Ms. Palma 
stated some of the participants don’t drive at night, which is why the program is held on Monday afternoons, 
but they were told the City couldn’t rent out the community center on Monday afternoons if the bingo program 
was being held then.  Ms. Palma then stated the community center is empty most of the time.  Ms. Palma then 
stated that some of the participants walk to the center and others ride the bus just to have an activity and meet 
other people 1 day a week for 2 hours.  Ms. Palma then stated the seniors were told the bingo program costs 
the City and then asked how, adding the volunteers clean up when they are finished.  Ms. Palma then stated 
she was told that a letter was sent to all Councilmembers, to Recreation Coordinator Laura Parkin and to the 
volunteers, adding if any Councilmember didn’t receive the letter, she could give them a copy.  Ms. Palma 
then stated she asked the senior citizens who play bingo to write down their feelings on what they do at the 
community center and why they enjoy going there and wanted the Mayor and Councilmembers to have a copy.  
Ms. Palma then stated the senior citizens come to the community center to play bingo and socialize 1 day a 
week and stated they would like to continue to do so.   
 
Stephen Insalaco, Pinto Place, J6 Ranch, addressed Council concerning the Benson Municipal Airport, stating 
he was pleased to see that a second helicopter pad has been built at the Benson airport.  Mr. Insalaco stated the 
airport is assuming a larger role in rotorcraft operations, serving the local and rural communities of Cochise 
County with aerial emergency response and law enforcement rotorcraft operations, and in providing a base 
location for aerial firefighting operations.  Mr. Insalaco then stated about a year ago, he informed the Council 
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that two emergency response organizations and the U.S. Forest Service had the desire to establish fixed-base 
rotorcraft operations at the airport and one of those emergency response organizations had established their 
fixed base operations in St. David.  Mr. Insalaco then stated the other may still be looking for an opportunity in 
Benson and he believes the U.S. Forest Service also still wants to be at Benson’s airport to be more centrally 
located within the Coronado National Forest District.  Mr. Insalaco then suggested contacting the remaining 
emergency response organization, the Forest Service, and other law enforcement organizations, to determine if 
there are active desires to base fixed-wing and rotorcraft aircraft at Benson’s airport.  Mr. Insalaco then stated 
the City should consider building a commercial grade hangar and if the City is not financially in a position to 
do so, soliciting a developer to do this should be considered.  Mr. Insalaco then spoke about the RFP (Request 
for Proposals) process and how it could be improved.  Mr. Insalaco stated the City should be responsive to all 
proposals in a timely fashion and should respond not only to the winning proposal, but should send letters of 
proposal receipt and letters of appreciation to each proposal submitted.  Mr. Insalaco stated the process should 
also include a published target decision date where responders will be informed of the City’s decision and the 
entire airport development process of developer obligations, in terms of fees, studies, and procedure, should be 
well-published and understood by each developer.  Mr. Insalaco then stated the City needs to aggressively 
advertise for developers and new tenants and should seriously think about incentives that can be offered to 
airport developers, adding it might be better to think less about up-front building fees and more about long-
term revenue by expanding airport tenancy. 
 
L.A. Howe, Willow Way, Benson addressed Council stating he recently read the final draft of the general plan 
as well as the technical addendum and he appreciated the mission statement.  Mr. Howe then stated it was 
good to talk the talk, but the Council needed to focus on walking the walk.  Mr. Howe then addressed the 
Council regarding his concerns about medium- to high-density housing projects and his personal experience 
over 40 years in the pesticide business as it relates to them.   Mr. Howe spoke about state pesticide laws 
requiring a certain amount of pesticide that must be applied before slab can be laid and that 28,000 homes 
would require about 8.5 million gallons of pesticide be applied in a relatively concentrated area.  Mr. Howe 
stated even though the construction would be spread out over time, pesticides and all man-made chemicals 
migrate through the soil, adding in the last few years, the pesticide industry cooperated with government 
regulatory branches to come up with a system to try to determine not if, but how quickly, pesticide migrates 
through the soil.  Mr. Howe stated a lot of factors are involved, but millions of gallons of anything put uphill 
from wells is cause for concern.  Mr. Howe then stated there were many alternatives to the mass inundation of 
pesticide that has become standard operational procedure because it’s the easiest and cheapest way to go, but 
pre-treats, which are when massive amounts of pesticide are applied in one place, are the times that can cause 
problems.  Mr. Howe then stated he had put together information from a U.S.G.S. website and encouraged 
anyone interested in ground water issues to go to the website, adding the site contains reports from 2006, some 
active studies on the southern end of the aquifer in the Sierra Vista district and is unbiased.  Mr. Howe then 
stated he had put in a request asking them to look at this end of the valley.  Mr. Howe then stated he was not 
for or against any given project, but he believes having accurate information is the first step in anything.  Mr. 
Howe stated he has worked over 40 years in the pesticide industry in various forms including 15 years in the 
public health venue, where he performed field and lab research, massive amounts of field application studies 
and participated in and spearheaded field trials of new materials.  Mr. Howe stated a lot of advances have been 
made; getting away from more toxic chemicals and there are many things on the horizon, but his main concern 
is possible repercussions down the road, adding estimates for areas with even more clay than what is in 
Benson, is that pesticides can migrate to ground water and the nearest well within 10 years, but he’s afraid it 
could be 5 years.  Mr. Howe then stated he stopped offering pre-treats because of his concern over possibly 
contaminating a well.  Mr. Howe then stated he has worked in the pesticide industry for so long that many of 
the chemicals he has used are not in the local groundwater, but are in groundwater elsewhere, adding they 
were considered safe at the time they were used.  Mr. Howe then stated he feels a personal motivation in being 
proactive and leaning toward erring on the side of caution as opposed to blindly going forward keeping fingers 
crossed.  Mr. Howe then stated Benson has good ground water now and while there may be little 
contamination issues here and there, it’s not like the other 97% of the streams and ground water in the U.S. 
that is already massively contaminated.  Mr. Howe then stated recently everyone heard of a major event the 
E.P.A caused in the Animas River that will be affecting Arizona probably by the end of the year, adding he 
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thinks it pays everyone down the road to think ahead and proceed with caution on these kinds of issues.  Mr. 
Howe then gave the City Clerk the information he collected, which will be retained with the Council packet.    
 
Dave Thompson, La Cuesta Drive, Benson, spoke about the airport, stating he didn’t know if Mr. Insalaco was 
aware that the airport was somewhat controlled by the FAA and the airport engineering firm, Armstrong 
Consultants, who is the contact with the FAA.  Mr. Thompson then stated runway extensions of 1,500 ft. on 
each end of the existing runway were approved, but haven’t been done.  Mr. Thompson then stated if even one 
extension was done, fire fighters, emergency services and the U.S. Forest service could be brought in, adding 
they do want to come to Benson because Benson is more central to the areas they serve and it would result in 
about $250,000 fuel sales per year, but again, they can’t be brought in until the runway is extended because 
they need another 800 ft. of runway.  Mr. Thompson then stated if 1,500 ft. is added on one end of the runway, 
the airport could also bring in light jets, light twins and service aircraft.  Mr. Thompson then stated the helipad 
is almost complete, adding the contractor is waiting for material to complete it.  Mr. Thompson then stated he 
knows the City Manager and the City Engineer have contacted Martha McSally’s office and asked her to 
please look into promoting the extension of the runway.  Mr. Thompson then stated development at the airport 
is needed and there is huge potential for the City of Benson, but the runway has to be extended first.   
 
Paul Lotsof, a non-Benson resident and Manager of the CAVE FM radio station addressed Council about the 
Council meeting recordings and the buzzing sound on the audio.  Mr. Lotsof suggested having someone who 
knows how to fix the problem take a look at it.  Mr. Lotsof then spoke about the invoices from the City 
Attorney, stating the bill for June totaled $11,000 and that it’s too bad the public isn’t allowed to know what 
the charges are for because there is no scrutiny and no telling how much out of control the City Attorneys may 
be.  Mr. Lotsof then spoke about El Dorado Holdings and their proposal, stating he was curious what will 
happen if 28,000 houses do not sell and then asked who will pay off the bondholders if there is a CFD and the 
homes don’t sell.  Mr. Lotsof then asked what would happen if El Dorado discovers the bonds being issued 
have a poor rating and people are reluctant to buy them and if El Dorado would then ask the City to guarantee 
the bonds and if the Council would be willing to do that.  Mr. Lotsof then asked if there was an exit plan and a 
way out for the City if the project turns sour. 
 
Barbara Nunn, La Cuesta Drive, Benson stated Mr. Lotsof picks and chooses what he plays on his radio station 
from the Call to the Public, adding that way he controls what residents hear on the radio and stated Mr. Lotsof 
is fairly biased.  Ms. Nunn then asked how Mr. Howe who spoke earlier knows what El Dorado is planning to 
do for pest control, adding Mr. Howe gave his opinions without giving anyone from El Dorado a chance to 
speak.  Ms. Nunn then stated it seems to her that Mr. Howe would take the questions and concerns to El 
Dorado instead of sandbagging them at a Council meeting.  Ms. Nunn then stated there are miscreants here 
who want nothing more than to stop the proposed development from going forward.  Ms. Nunn then asked the 
Council to please keep a level head and to think for the rest of the people who want the development and know 
that it is needed in Benson.     
 

CITY MANAGER REPORT: 
 
City Manager William Stephens addressed Council, giving the dates of upcoming meetings and events. 
 
Tuesday, August 11, 2015    – Library Advisory Board, 4:00 p.m., City Library 
Wednesday, August 19, 2015   – Community Watershed Alliance, 6:30 p.m., City Hall 
Monday, August 24, 2015    – City Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m., City Hall 
 
Monday, September 7, 2015    – Labor Day Holiday – City Offices Closed 
Tuesday, Aug 18 through  
Friday, Aug 21, 2015    – League of Cities & Towns Conference, Tucson  
 
Mr. Stephens then stated for more events in Benson, the public could visit the City’s website:  
www.cityofbenson.com under “What to do Today.”   

http://www.cityofbenson.com/
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Mayor King then thanked the citizens, the drivers who were watching and were cautious and the Police 
Department for a safe first day of school.  Councilmember Lambert then stated the Community Watershed 
Alliance meetings used to be held on the fourth Tuesday of each month and asked if their schedule had 
changed or if this meeting date change was a one-time event with Mr. Stephens stating Staff was only 
provided with this meeting date at this time.   
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 
1. Discussion and possible action on the Consent Agenda    

 
1a. Minutes of the June 22, 2015 Worksession 
1b. Minutes of the June 22, 2015 Regular Meeting 
1c. Reappointment of Cathy Abernathy to the Benson Library Advisory Board 
1d. Reappointment of Raymond Taylor to the Benson Library Advisory Board 
1e. Resolution 25-2015 of the Mayor and Council of the City of Benson, Arizona, to accept the State of 

Arizona Department of Transportation Aeronautics Division Grant for Improvements at the Benson 
Municipal Airport (E6F1K) 

1f. Invoices processed for the period from July 16, 2015 through July 30, 2015 
   
Councilmember Moncada moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Seconded by Councilmember Konrad.  
Motion passed 6-0.  
 

2. Discussion and possible action regarding the License Agreement between the Friends of the Benson 
Library and the City of Benson, Arizona, for the use of Property located at 197 E. 7th Street, Benson, 
Arizona   
 
City Manager William Stephens stated this is an annual requirement to renew the lease.  Councilmember 
Konrad spoke to the issue of an error in item 3 on page 1, which reads “the licensee shall run for 365 days….” 
stating the correct language is “the license shall run for 365 days…”  
 
Mayor King stated the Friends of the Library have given the City quite a bit and noted the contributions to the 
City for the following items:  Summer reading program - $46.41, Literature Display Units - $708.06, Furniture 
for the Children’s Area and Furniture for Adult Seating - $3,658.00, Computers and Educational Software for 
Children’s Area - $3,400.00, Scholarships for Kids - $3,000.00 and Donations of Books to the Benson Middle 
School Book Club - $336.00.  Mayor King stated the Friends of the Library do a wonderful job and he thinks 
the right thing to do is to continue the lease and let them continue all the charitable work they do, adding the 
Friends of the Library are friends of the City.  Mayor King then moved to approve the License Agreement 
between the Friends of the Benson Library and the City of Benson, Arizona, for the use of property located at 
197 E. 7th Street, Benson, Arizona with the amendment as noted by Councilmember Konrad.   Seconded by 
Councilmember Moncada.  Councilmember Cook noted the contributions provided by the Friends of the 
Library exceed $11,000.  Motion then passed 6-0. 
 

3. Discussion and possible action regarding the adoption of the Benson Area Transit Program Civil Rights 
Policies   
 
Finance Director Dustin DeSpain stated the Benson Area Transit Program Civil Rights Policies was approved 
by Council in 2013, but in 2014, the Federal Transit Authority (FTA) came out with a new civil rights policy 
that must be adopted in order to receive grant funds from the FTA.  Mr. DeSpain then stated the only things 
changed in the new policy is that it contains a complaint form within the document and the details on how a 
complaint is to be filed, adding the policy is commonly referred to as Title VI. 
 
Councilmember Moncada moved to approve the Benson Area Transit Program Civil Rights Policies.  
Seconded by Councilmember Lambert.  Motion passed 6-0.    
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4. Review of City Finance with emphasis on June financial results and the City’s financial position at June 
30, 2015  
 
Finance Director Dustin DeSpain addressed Council stating the June financial results are preliminary, adding 
he still has to audit and close the fiscal year and noted he had just received a letter from the State informing the 
City of some discrepancies in the State shared revenue distribution of about $5,000.  Mr. DeSpain then stated 
the State would be seeking a refund from the City and noted the financial results will change slightly with this 
adjustment.   
 
Mr. DeSpain then reviewed Citywide Financial highlights stating the City’s unrestricted cash is $1.4 million, 
down from $1.5 million, due to making the bond payment and some other payments.  Mr. DeSpain then stated 
the bond proceeds remain at $1.7 million, noting no bond proceeds were used in the last year.  Mr. DeSpain 
stated revenues for the month of June was $805,000 and $9 million year-to-date, which is a $416,000 decrease 
from last year.  Mr. DeSpain then stated City revenues exceeded City expenditures by $51,000 for the month 
of June and also exceeded expenditures for the fiscal year by $463,000.  Mr. DeSpain then stated the fiscal 
year ending June, 2014 had the City in the red by $338,000, adding this is a great turnaround of about 
$800,000, adding this was due to the furloughs the City implemented, not hiring employees and delaying 
capital expenditures.  Mr. DeSpain stated monthly personnel costs were $337,000, which is a decrease of 
$47,000 compared to June 2014 and a $527,000 decrease year-to-date.  Mr. DeSpain then stated other 
expenditures for the month of June were $415,000, which is an increase of $66,000 from June 2014, but a 
decrease of $426,000 year-to-date.     
 
Mr. DeSpain then reviewed the General Fund stating revenues for the month of June were $499,000 and were 
$4.8 million year-to-date, which is an $83,000 increase from the previous year.  Mr. DeSpain then stated 
General Fund personnel costs for the month of June was $222,000, which is a decrease of $34,000 for the 
month of June and a decrease of $313,000 year-to-date.  Mr. DeSpain stated other expenses in the General 
Fund for the month of June were $173,000, which is an increase of $31,000 compared to June 2014 and a 
decrease of $213,000 compared to the previous year.  Mr. DeSpain then stated General Fund revenues 
exceeded General Fund expenditures by $105,000 for the month of June and the year-to-date revenues 
exceeded year-to-date expenditures by $309,000.  Mr. DeSpain then stated the previous fiscal year’s 
expenditures actually exceeded the fiscal year’s revenue by $284,000, noting the City has had a $593,000 
turnaround compared to the previous fiscal year.   
 
Mr. DeSpain then reviewed the Enterprise Funds stating the Gas Fund revenue for the month of June was 
$37,000, year-to-date revenue was $801,000 and the fund balance was $134,000; the Water Fund revenue for 
the month of June was $64,000, year-to-date revenue was $712,000 and the fund balance was $166,000; the 
Wastewater Fund revenue for the month of June was $56,000, year-to-date revenue was $719,000 and the fund 
balance was $263,000; the Sanitation Fund revenue for the month of June was $50,000, year-to-date revenue 
was $627,000 and the fund balance was $31,000.  Mr. DeSpain then stated the Golf Course Operations Fund 
lost $24,000 in June and the year-to-date loss was $95,000 and the Golf Course Food & Beverage Fund lost 
$12,000 for the month of June and the year-to-date loss was $45,000.   
 
Mr. DeSpain then reviewed sales tax stating the City total sales tax is up a little from last year which shows the 
City is recovering and Bed Tax has leveled out the same as last year at about $5,000 a month, noting Bed Tax 
is expected to decrease in June, July and August before coming back up after that.  Mr. DeSpain then stated 
Construction Sales Tax is still struggling and was $1,000 for the month of June, adding it dropped below the 
normal $5,000 a month the City usually receives, noting the decrease is primarily due to new tax laws on 
remodeling projects, however, total City sales tax collections are still up.  Mr. DeSpain then said State sales 
tax is slightly up for the month of June and is improving greatly.  
 
Councilmember Konrad stated he would like to get an electronic copy of the approved budget with Mr. 
DeSpain stating he would send it to all Councilmembers.  City Clerk Vicki Vivian stated the approved budget 
could also be viewed and downloaded from the City’s website.           
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5. Discussion and possible direction to staff, the Benson Economic Development Committee, or action 
about a Society for Creative Anachronism (‘SCA’) event in the City of Benson  
 
City Manager William Stephens stated the Council held a worksession with the BEDC and a presentation was 
made my Ms. Reagan Guthrie, of the SCA, regarding their events and that they wished to bring one such event 
to Benson, hopefully in November, 2016.  Mr. Stephens then stated this item is on the agenda for Council 
discussion and possible direction or action.   
 
Mayor King asked if Staff had looked at the liability insurance with City Attorney Paul Loucks stating nothing 
had been submitted yet.  Councilmember and BEDC member Pat Boyle stated the BEDC wanted to have 
Council approval before working on the necessary paperwork and requirements, adding if Council should 
approve moving forward or direct Staff, then Ms. Guthrie will start planning and keep Council up to speed on 
her progress.  Councilmember Boyle then stated the BEDC wanted to know if the Council was interested in 
the event being held in Benson before paperwork was started.       
 
City Clerk Vicki Vivian then addressed Council stating when the BEDC was formed, it was formed as an 
advisory committee, adding the ordinance Council passed says the BEDC can gather information for purposes 
on presenting ideas to Council, but can’t act or take specific action unless it’s voted on by a majority of the 
Council, therefore the BEDC would need Council approval to move forward with the event.  Ms. Vivian then 
stated when the BEDC worked on the BMW Bike Rally, they formed a separate committee and the event 
wasn’t sponsored by the City.  Ms. Vivian then stated she had spoken to the BEDC Chairman Mike Berryhill 
and to Councilmember Boyle several times about this, which is why the item was brought forward, adding she 
was told that the Council discussed this event at the worksession and that the Council was very interested in it 
being pursued.  Ms. Vivian then stated the Council doesn’t necessarily need to approve the event tonight, but 
could direct either Staff and or the BEDC to move forward in pursuing the event since no action was taken 
during the worksession.   
 
Mayor King stated all the paperwork and other requirements would have to be met, but he thought it would be 
a good thing to bring to Benson and the community, adding it would bring a lot of people here and people in 
the community could attend also.  Councilmember Moncada agreed and stated he thought the BEDC should 
move forward with the event.  Councilmember Lambert stated he had spoken to Ms. Guthrie and her husband 
as well as Mr. Berryhill with the BEDC and he thinks the event is a great thing also.  Councilmember Lambert 
then stated he was concerned with how much Staff time the event might take with the limited resources the 
City has and he would like the BEDC to be the ones pursuing the event and the requirements needed to hold 
the event.  Mayor King stated he thought the use of Staff time would be limited and the BEDC would do most 
of the work.  Councilmember Boyle stated he didn’t think the event would be any more than any other event 
that might come to the City and that the City should cooperate as much as possible without overburdening 
Staff.  Councilmember Boyle then stated he didn’t think there would be much of a problem with Staff time and 
resources, adding everyone should just be able to show up and have a great time.  Councilmember Lambert 
expressed his concern again, stating he didn’t want this event to become like the Bluegrass event the City 
wound up taking over and was so time consuming for Staff that nothing else was getting done.   
 
Councilmember Cook stated he felt the event was a good thing to have in Benson and the City Council should 
encourage it, but when it comes down to an arm of the City, which the BEDC is, then he sees a specter of 
liability that falls through to the City even if Staff or the BEDC only put in 1.5% or 2% of the effort to make 
the event happen.  Councilmember Cook then stated when there’s an injury and lawsuit, people generally go 
after the deeper pockets and don’t care about an agreement that says the City is not liable for anything; then 
asked the City Attorney to comment on that aspect.  City Attorney Paul Loucks stated in his experience, it was 
true that people who are injured often try to seek alternative methods of recovering for damages, but requiring 
the SCA to post an insurance policy that would satisfy the City’s requirements. 
 
Mayor King stated again, he thinks the event would be great for the City, adding he understands the legal 
aspects, but he has confidence in the event and he is looking forward to it coming to Benson.  Mayor King 
then moved to approve the SCA event for the City of Benson.  Seconded by Councilmember Boyle.  Mr. 
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Loucks then stated an application to hold the event had not been submitted and that the question before 
Council is whether or not to direct the BEDC to pursue this as an event.  Mayor King then withdrew his 
motion.  Mayor King then moved to direct Staff and to direct the BEDC to pursue the event and let the SCA 
know the Council wants the event in Benson.  Seconded by Councilmember Boyle.  Councilmember Cook 
then stated he would like to explain his vote, adding he thinks the SCA should move forward with this and put 
the event on and he thinks the City and any arm of the City, such as the BEDC, should be independent of the 
event.  Motion passed 5-1 with Councilmember Cook voting nay. 
 
BEDC Chairman Mike Berryhill then addressed Council stating Ms. Vivian was correct and the BEDC needed 
approval to move forward, adding as the information is gathered, they will hold meetings and what the City 
needs from the SCA will come forward, but the direction to move forward had to be done first.  Mayor King 
stated the event had overwhelming support and the BEDC could now move forward and make it happen.       
   

6. Discussion and possible action and/or direction to staff about a Benson Airport Day and use of 
Community Enrichment Funds for such    
 
Public Works Director/Airport Manager Brad Hamilton stated the Southeastern Arizona Economic 
Development Group (SAEDG) approached the City about partnering to hold a Benson Airport Day to 
advertise the airport and aviation activities.  Mr. Hamilton stated Mr. George Scott from the SAEDG was 
present to answer questions. 
 
Mayor King stated this is something happening in other communities, such as Willcox and he has heard 
nothing but positive things about it. 
 
Mr. Scott, of the SAEDG, then addressed Council stating he has been working with Mr. Hamilton and Staff to 
try and help the City by attracting business at the airport, adding one way he feels this can be done is by letting 
people know about the airport and make them aware of it.  Mr. Scott stated he asked for the City and the 
SAEDG to be the primary sponsors of the event, which hasn’t been named yet.  Mr. Scott then stated he is 
looking for anyone in the aviation business to participate and have them look at the airport, adding hopefully, 
people will come see it and may want to locate there.  Mr. Scott stated emergency services like Mr. Insalaco 
mentioned; the Forest Service, the National Guard Border Patrol, etc. will be invited.  Mr. Scott stated he also 
wants local businesses to help sponsor the event, adding he has Cochise College participating, noting they 
have an aviation program and other vendors will be invited to participate as well.  Mr. Scott then stated there 
will be food and other things, adding there will be no admission charge and he is hoping to have a lot of people 
attend.  Mr. Scott then stated the flyer provided to Council in the packet was just a draft, adding if the City 
approves sponsoring the event to promote the airport, he will submit the required documentation to hold the 
event.  Councilmember Moncada asked if the vendors and activities on the draft flyer were confirmed with Mr. 
Scott stated he was unsure about the hot air balloon at this time, but he hoped to have displays and vendors 
there.    
 
Councilmember Konrad stated about a year ago, the airport held a fly-in event and there was a pretty good 
turnout of people, adding it was interesting to see how many people did show up and he thinks something like 
this would be successful if it was advertised properly and soon enough.  Mr. Scott stated he would work with 
the people at the airport and those who have an interest in making it successful, adding hopefully this event 
can become an annual event or be held a couple times each year.  Mr. Scott then stated right now, he is looking 
at holding the event on Saturday, December 5, adding winter visitors will be here then.  Mr. Scott then stated 
the businesses at the airport needed to be sustained and new businesses need to locate at the airport, adding the 
first step is to make people aware of the airport.  Mr. Scott then stated a busier airport means more grant 
money from the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and as growth happens, the airport will be a sales tool 
for the proposed development by El Dorado Holdings. 
 
Mayor King asked where the funding would come from in the budget with Finance Director Dustin DeSpain 
stating it could come from the community development line item.  Mayor King then stated he hoped Mr. Scott 
would have media at the airport during the event with Mr. Scott stating he first needed approval for the event 
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before moving forward.  Mayor King then stated he felt the event would be good for the community and that 
he hoped Mr. Scott would advertise the event at local RV parks with Mr. Scott stating he would.   
 
Councilmember Lambert asked if Mr. Scott considered an overflow parking location with Mr. Scott stating he 
was hoping to work with the City to use a bus, adding he can work with Staff on details, but he needed the 
approval to move forward with the event.  
 
Councilmember Cook stated he recalled creating an airport liaison and didn’t recall if Barbara Nunn, who had 
served on the now disbanned Benson Airport Advisory Committee, had been removed from the liaison 
position.  Ms. Nunn then addressed Council stating she had resigned from the committee which was disbanned 
and Cliff Deane was appointed as the airport liaison.  Councilmember Cook asked if Ms. Nunn was still 
involved with the airport, stating he knew other events had been held at the airport and that the Council had 
never been asked for money before.  Ms. Nunn stated the airport users usually host event like the pancake 
breakfast for pilots and fly-ins, but those are done by volunteers and people who own airplanes and keep them 
at the airport.  Ms. Nunn then stated people think the airport users are rich, but their planes cost less than a car.  
Ms. Nunn then stated the events put on by the volunteers is done on a much smaller scale and stated the 
proposed event is needed so the people Mr. Scott wants to invite will come to the airport.   
 
Councilmember Cook agreed that the event was needed, but stated how to get there is a different problem.  
Councilmember Cook then stated he sees an organization that could charge fees to the vendors and sees this 
being a money maker and he is not in favor of it.  Councilmember Cook then stated first of all, this is opening 
the door to the City being the cookie jar for every group that wants to put on an event and have the City to pay 
for it, adding it used to be that way, but in the last 2 years, the Council has had to face reality and deal with 
things that were not essential.  Councilmember Cook then stated he didn’t want Mr. Scott to take it the wrong 
way, but Mr. Scott has been before the Council the most asking for money for good ideas, such as a party for 
winter visitors.  Councilmember Cook then stated he was generally the type of person who doesn’t want to use 
City funds as a cookie jar for every good idea that comes to the Council, adding if the event is a good enough 
idea that vendors are going to come, then vendors would be willing to pay whatever vendor fee is needed to 
make the event happen. 
 
Mr. Scott stated the money SAEDG is requesting would be paid to a company that would promote the event to 
make sure all the people targeted would show up.  Mr. Scott then stated he didn’t remember seeking money 
from the City but that this event is being hosted to promote business at the airport, which would result in more 
business for the FBO and keep the airport hangars filled up, adding the airport will become successful when 
additional hangars are built and he feels this is the first step in bringing those additional businesses to the City.   
 
Mayor King then stated he feels SAEDG is not asking for much and if the City can get attention on the airport 
and get the U.S. Forest Service and the Border Patrol to use the airport, it would be money well spent, adding 
he knows the runway must be extended first, but if those agencies come to the airport, they will keep it in mind 
in the future.  Mayor King then stated again, he thinks this event is something that should be done and the 
funding from the City would be money well spent.   
 
Mr. Scott stated if the U.S. Forest Service attends, the event will allow them to see what can be done for them 
and they can see that the airport is a viable airport, adding the idea is for the event to help attract more 
businesses to the airport so the City will have additional revenue. 
 
Councilmember Konrad stated a few months ago, the Council opted not to renew the billboard advertising 
contracts, which cost the City about $1,100 per month.  Councilmember Konrad then stated the Council had no 
way of knowing the return of those contracts and that this request of $1,150 would be specifically targeted to 
an area that could be measured, adding if the event doesn’t go well, the City Council can choose not to 
participate in future airport events.  Councilmember Konrad then stated he felt the event would be successful, 
especially after seeing the turnout at the fly-in event he attended last year, adding he is willing to take a chance 
in supporting the event, again noting the money the Council spent on the billboard advertising in the past 
didn’t have a measurable return, but this event would.   
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Councilmember Lambert then stated the event will also include free activities for kids with a coloring contest, 
paper airplanes and having a photo taken with astronauts, adding families are going to want to attend the event 
and there are a lot of benefits for the community.  Councilmember Lambert then stated he thinks it’s a good 
idea and then stated if the event results in any fundraising activities or if the SAEDG does any fundraising for 
the event, Mr. Scott may not need to request any funding next year. 
 
Councilmember Boyle then moved to accept the SAEDG’s proposal and authorize $1,150 funding for the 
event and direct Staff to proceed with the event.  Seconded by Mayor King.  Motion passed 5-1 with 
Councilmember Cook voting nay.       
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS:  No comments from Council. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  
 
Councilmember Konrad moved to adjourn at 8:13 p.m.  Seconded by Councilmember Moncada.  Motion 
passed 6-0.     
   
 
 

                  
____________________________ 

                 Toney D. King, Sr., Mayor 
  ATTEST: 
   

____________________________   
  Vicki L. Vivian, CMC, City Clerk 
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