THE SPECIAL MEETING
OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF BENSON, ARIZONA
HELD JULY 1, 2013, AT 7:00 P.M.
AT CITY HALL, 120 W. 6TH STREET, BENSON, ARIZONA

CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor King called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. asking for a moment of silence in honor of the 19
firefighters who perished on June 30 while fighting the Yarnell Fire. Mayor King then introduced Lupe
Diaz of Grace Chapel who gave the invocation. Mayor King then led the public in the Pledge of
Allegiance.

ROLL CALL:

Present were: Mayor Toney D. King, Sr., Vice Mayor Lori McGoffin, Councilmembers Ron Brooks,
David Lambert, Nick Maldonado, Chris Moncada and Al Sacco.

CITY MANAGER REPORT:

City Clerk Vicki Vivian stated she was asked by Interim City Manager Jim Cox to let Council know he
received a memo from Fire Chief Keith Spangler stating there will be a ban on consumer fireworks on the
4th of July due to the fire conditions.

NEW BUSINESS:

1.

Presentation of Certificates of Election for the City of Benson Primary Election held in and for the
City of Benson on March 12, 2013 and Swearing In and Seating of the newly elected Mayor and
Councilmembers

Mayor King recognized Councilmember Maldonado for his service on the Council from 2010-2013 with a
plaque, adding it has been an honor and pleasure serving with him. Mayor King then recognized
Councilmember Lambert for his service on the Council from 2008-2013 with a plaque, thanking him for his
commitment and dedication to the community. Mayor King then recognized Vice Mayor McGoffin for her
service to the community by serving on the Council as Vice Mayor from 2011-2013 and as a
Councilmember from 2005-2011. Mayor King then thanked Ms. McGoffin for all the times she stood in
for him by being the Acting Mayor and for all the times she supported him and wouldn’t let him give up
during his recent state of health. Mayor King then wished the former Councilmembers the best in their
endeavors.

Mayor King then turned the item over to City Clerk Vicki Vivian. Ms. Vivian presented Certificates of
Election to and swore in newly elected Councilmembers Jeff Cook, Brian Crafts and Peter Wangsness, who
gave brief statements before they were then seated.

Councilmember Cook stated being in public office was not something he planned on and stated he had been
working on several things including something to protect the City employees from a hostile and abusive
environment, adding he believes the Council should also be protected from the behaviors that have recently
occurred. Councilmember Cook then stated he was going to resist any Councilmember telling him that he
cannot have use of the City Attorney and he will not stand for being told what he would and would not do,
with statutes being thrown at him as a threat, coercion or extortion. Councilmember Cook then reiterated
that protection against a hostile and abusive work environment needed to be in the City Code, the employee
handbook and the City Council procedures that would be enforceable and will keep all of us from a hostile
and abusive environment. Councilmember Cook then thanked the public.

Councilmember Crafts stated it had been humbling to run for office and he looks to move forward, adding
people want to see service from the Council with people working together and moving forward.

Councilmember Crafts then stated there is a lot of work to do and it’s time to get to work.
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Councilmember Wangsness stated he would like to thank everyone who put their trust in him through the
election, adding he has already been working to try to do things for Benson to help beautify it and to try
and improve it culturally and economically. Councilmember Wangsness then thanked the public.

Mayor King stated he would like to thank his wife for being at his side and her and his family for all their
support and being by his side for the last 14 years he has served the City, which includes 2 years on the
Planning & Zoning commission. Mayor King then stated he would also like to thank the citizens of Benson
for another 2 years as Mayor. Mayor King then stated it is an honor and he is quite humbled by the special
trust the citizens have given him. Mayor King then stated he looks forward to working with the new
Councilmembers and the sitting Councilmembers, adding they have a great deal of change that is coming
with the new Council and soon to be a new City Manager. Mayor King then stated he knows that the City
has a very tough 2 years ahead, but he believes they could be the best years Benson has ever seen. Mayor
King then stated he does ask that the Council maintain a balanced government and be able to agree to
disagree, adding the Council must get along and work together to bring much needed changes to Benson
and be sure to focus on what to do for Benson and not what to do for their own personal reasons, but must
focus on the betterment of our great city. Mayor King then stated he truly loves Benson, adding he has had
the great opportunity to marry his wife and raise his children here, adding he has had 3 children graduate
from Benson High School and he prays the Council can make Benson a city that our children can come
back to and raise their family and do the same as he did. Mayor King stated this means the Council needs
to get jobs in Benson and they have to work hard to get citizens working in jobs they will be happy with.
Mayor King then stated he believes this is a Council that will think outside the box and push growth
through jobs, learning and new construction and he asks each of them to get out and know the community,
adding they should not be afraid to spend time with fellow citizens, not just a few, but all fellow citizens,
noting they know what they want and what we need and the Council should take time to listen to them.
Mayor King then stated the Council needs to make Benson friendly for businesses to come to, noting he is
not saying he wants to give Benson away, but the Council needs to make them feel like Benson is a town
worth coming to. Mayor King then stated he feels we live in the greatest city in Arizona and he hopes his
fellow Councilmembers feel the same way. Mayor King then stated he truly knows in his heart Council
needs to be responsible with the City finances and in making sure Council structures the City to move
forward into the future with the best employees that will take to heart what it means to be part of this great
city. Mayor King then asked for everyone to put the gloves down and to please come to the table with their
differences, make a real change and show everyone that is watching that we can cross lines and make the
difference needed to put Benson back on the map for families, jobs, health and home. Mayor King then
asked everyone to always put honesty first and let our conscience be our guide. Mayor King then thanked
the public again for allowing him to lead this community in this time. Mayor King then asked God to bless
the public, the City of Benson and America.

2. Selection of Vice Mayor for the City of Benson City Council

Mayor King opened this item for discussion. Councilmember Wangsness nominated Councilmember Al
Sacco for Vice Mayor. Seconded by Councilmember Moncada. Motion passed 7-0.

ADJOURNMENT:

Councilmember Moncada Lambert moved to adjourn at 7:27 p.m. Seconded by Councilmember Crafts.
Motion passed 7-0.

Toney D. King, Sr., Mayor
ATTEST:

Vicki L. Vivian, CMC, City Clerk
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