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THE REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF BENSON, ARIZONA 

HELD FEBRUARY 8, 2016 AT 7:00 P.M. 
AT CITY HALL, 120 W. 6TH STREET, BENSON, ARIZONA         

 
CALL TO ORDER:    
    

Mayor King called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.   
 
ROLL CALL:   
 

Present were: Mayor Toney D. King, Sr., Vice Mayor Lori McGoffin, Councilmembers Pat Boyle, Jeff Cook,     
Joe Konrad, David Lambert and Chris Moncada (arriving at 7:17 p.m.)  
 

EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION:  None   
  
PROCLAMATION:  None  
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  None 
 
CALL TO THE PUBLIC:   

 
Jim Thelander, La Mesa Drive, Benson, expressed concerns about the (GDP) General Development Plan and 
noted the current GDP, under the “Cost of Development Principles” calls for projected growth to pay for itself, 
adding Goal 1 reads that new developments should pay their own way.  Mr. Thelander then stated this includes 
developments that will construct and dedicate water infrastructure to the City.  Mr. Thelander then stated he is 
also concerned over hearing that the City is trying to act on its own without coordinating with SSVEC (Sulphur 
Springs Valley Electric Cooperative) and stated SSVEC’s system is not big enough to support the size of the 
proposed development, adding he has heard SSVEC has been basically left out of the picture so far.  Mr. 
Thelander then stated he didn’t know if anyone is talking to the St. David schools, but he hopes everyone is 
working together, adding they can’t work independently without others. 
 
Mayor King then asked if Pastor Mike from the First Baptist Church was present to give the invocation.  Pastor 
Mike was not present.   
 
Don Buchanan, River Road, St. David, stated Mr. Thelander, who has been on the City’s Planning & Zoning 
Commission for 10 years, shared some material with him and it contained a statement about constructing and 
dedicating water infrastructure to the City, adding it is also important to develop and manage a drought 
management plan and the Council should be sensitive about water use.  Mr. Buchanan then stated he knows the 
developer will use the most economical plan, adding a synonym for economical is cheap.  Mr. Buchanan then said 
the City should work collectively with other jurisdictions to protect and maintain the San Pedro River corridor, 
adding native vegetation should be maintained and there should be minimum setbacks for unique areas.  Mr. 
Buchanan then stated he doesn’t know if anyone is studying this besides the developer.  Mr. Buchanan then stated 
he knows the state senate is discussing a bill that would eliminate rights over water and cities will then be able to 
do anything they want, adding he doesn’t like it and he thinks the federal government will eventually do 
something about it.  Mr. Buchanan then stated bigger is not necessarily better, adding when the population 
reaches 10,000, there may not be anyone on Council who lives in what is currently Benson and they will lose 
control of everything. 
 
Joan Horn, La Cuesta, Benson, stated she and her husband were both vets and they were proud of that, adding 
some people have given their life for this country.  Ms. Horn then stated she doesn’t want the animal shelter to be 
a place where animals are just euthanized, adding she started volunteering there last June and walks the dogs 
twice a week.  Ms. Horn stated she has seen a lot of adoptions and is amazed with Animal Control Officer Laurie 
Fivecoat and what she could do, adding Ms. Fivecoat puts her whole heart and soul into taking care of the dogs. 
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Ms. Horn then stated she was upset Rusty, who was very loving and sweet, was put down.  Ms. Horn then stated 
she donated food and treats to the shelter, but she didn’t feel she could continue to go there anymore if it’s just 
going to be a place where dogs will be euthanized.  Ms. Horn then stated she wants Benson to be a good place 
where animals can come and good homes can be found for them.  Ms. Horn then restated she is a concerned 
citizen of Benson and she doesn’t want dogs being euthanized; she wants the Animal Shelter staff to continue 
trying to find good homes for them.   
 
Frederica Powell, Low Lane, J-6 Ranch, stated she is a proud citizen of the community and began the Smiling 
Dog rescue program at her ranch in Benson.  Ms. Powell stated before Animal Control Office Laurie Fivecoat 
was hired, the shelter was a shelter of the past, with a closed door policy and no transparency, adding it had a 
1950s attitude that animals weren’t family members and strays weren’t more than trash.  Ms. Powell then stated 
when Ms. Fivecoat was hired, she made astonishing changes that brought the shelter from the archaic situation of 
years gone by to a vibrant up and coming shelter that had the community involved, volunteers like crazy, cheap 
spay and neutering programs and social media.  Ms. Powell stated the networking they can do is incredible, 
adding she has 14,000 fans on her page and she has a friend with over 500,000 fans.  Ms. Powell then stated Ms. 
Fivecoat has done incredible things that didn’t cost anything and has gotten food and medical treatments donated 
by volunteers, adding when she has had dogs that need severe medical treatment, she posts it on facebook and 
funds are collected to help those dogs which never would have happened in prior years.  Ms. Powell then stated 3 
years ago in the heat of the summer, the swamp cooler went out in the back of the shelter and the City didn’t have 
the funds to replace it, but Ms. Fivecoat put the information on facebook and in 48 hours, $1,000 was donated by 
the public and an HVAC company volunteered to install it.  Ms. Powell then stated there is huge community 
involvement here and they are concerned about the shelter moving forward and its management, adding the 
community involvement needs to be continued and the animals need to be treated humanely.   
 
Geir Hundal, Fairmont Street, Tucson, stated the definition of shelter is a place that provides food and shelter for 
those in need.  Mr. Hundal then stated the animal shelter had an 89% live release rate which included the animals 
that needed to be put down at the owner’s request due to the great effort and commitment to try and save them.  
Mr. Hundal stated the animal shelter staff would spend up to a year to find the right home for a pet and all of this 
is being undone since the City replaced Laurie Fivecoat.  Mr. Hundal stated the new animal control officer 
euthanized a young, friendly, healthy dog that hadn’t done anything wrong, except having been in the shelter for 
11 months, which was not unusual, adding in a matter of days, the new animal control officer deemed the dog 
aggressive and that he had been there too long, yet the shelter was only at 1/3 capacity.  Mr. Hundal stated 
relationships with rescue organizations have also been cut off, adding as an animal advocate, he finds all of this 
unacceptable.  Mr. Hundal then stated he went to the shelter today during posted hours but there was no one there 
and asked how the 90% live release rate will be maintained if no one could get in to adopt and animal rescue 
organizations can’t come in and transfer out animals.  Mr. Hundal then stated he wants Council to take some 
action and he would like to see the shelter remain a no-kill shelter, adding it doesn’t cost the Council anything; it 
just takes time and effort to find them a home.  Mr. Hundal then stated a shelter is a place to live, not a place to 
die. 
 
Suzanne Van Skike, Empire Road, Mescal stated she was not happy about the changes at the animal shelter, 
adding she was a volunteer there for almost a year, but 2 weeks ago Ms. Fivecoat went out on medical leave for 2 
weeks and Ms. Van Skike was told not to come back during that 2 weeks and then was told not to come back until 
she talked to the new animal control officer to see if she was still needed.  Ms. Van Skike then stated her normal 
volunteer hours were when the new animal control officer would not be at the shelter and asked why he would 
need to approve of that, adding she was just volunteering to help in any way she could.  Ms. Van Skike then stated 
she lives in Benson, which is a big community, the City is trying to get businesses to come here and the Benson 
school is number 1 in the state.  Ms. Van Skike then stated the animal shelter euthanized 11% of the animals and 
when the new animal control officer worked at the animal shelter previously, 41% of the animals were 
euthanized, adding she would not be proud of that fact at all and doesn’t want that happening again.  Ms. Van 
Skike then stated Ms. Fivecoat has done a great job and will continue to, adding Ms. Fivecoat and she consider 
those their dogs.  Ms. Van Skike then stated she was at the animal shelter today, adding the dogs at the shelter 
were like hers and she misses them.   
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Angela Roberts, Pearl Street, Benson, Arizona, stated when she first moved to Benson in 2010, she was warned to 
make sure her dogs stayed in her yard and didn’t go to the shelter and to make sure she got to the shelter quickly 
if they did, because the animal control officer had the reputation that he would kill anything that looked like a 
bully breed and because some things didn’t add up.  Ms. Roberts then stated she did apply for the new animal 
control officer position, but that doesn’t affect her statement.  Mr. Roberts stated the new animal shelter employee 
was given the title of Co-Senior Animal Control Officer and Shelter Manager, adding the person hired has full-
time employment elsewhere and even though Ms. Fivecoat wanted help with the call load during the week, the 
new employee can’t do it.  Ms. Fivecoat then said she would like to know how a person who works 20 hours a 
week could run the shelter and care for the health and well-being of the animals, giving them their medication, 
scheduling spay and neutering clinics and getting the animals adopted.  Ms. Roberts stated since the hiring of the 
new animal control officer, she has seen drastic changes such as no longer being allowed to transfer animals or 
work with other shelters unless they are on his list.  Ms. Roberts stated last year, the animal shelter only 
euthanized 30 animals or 11%, adding some animals were not safe, but most of them were end of life requests and 
she found it troubling that the new animal control officer would deem a dog aggressive after that dog was at 
numerous adoption events with no problems.  Ms. Roberts then asked the Council to discuss the reinstatement of 
Ms. Fivecoat as the Senior Animal Control Officer and Shelter Manager with the Chief of Police, adding 
otherwise the animal shelter would be regressing instead of progressing.   
 
Tricia Gerrodette, Eagle Ridge Drive, Sierra Vista, stated she looked forward to learning as much about (RDs) 
Revitalization Districts as she did about (CFDs) Community Facilities Districts.  Ms. Gerrodette stated the 
Council spent many months learning about these, but only in December were they introduced to RDs, and she 
hoped there would be some worksessions about the powers RDs have before anything was adopted. 
 
Nancy Young Wright, Wilkenson Drive, Tucson, spoke about the animal shelter stating she was a member of the 
Humane Society and is promoting legislation that promotes good care and doesn’t single out any breeds.  Ms. 
Wright then spoke about the Lucky Dog rescue program that requires more than one person deciding on 
euthanasia.  Ms. Wright stated there are a lot of progressive ways shelters are run that are worth looking at and 
volunteered to help, adding Pima Animal Care workers have also agreed to help, all free of charge.  Ms. Wright 
stated she volunteered at Pima Animal Care when it was a high kill municipal shelter, noting less than 50% of the 
animals got out and there was no adoption staff person, but that changed about 3 years ago and now they have a 
nearly 90% live release rate even though they took in 24,000 animals.  Ms. Wright stated she would like to share 
how those numbers were achieved, adding they have a lot of support with about 500 volunteers.  Ms. Wright then 
stated those organizations would help the City with anything they could, adding many people are willing to take 
the dogs from the shelter.  Ms. Wright then stated it was with heartfelt sincerity they were offering to befriend and 
help the animal shelter.  Ms. Wright then gave information to the City Clerk for distribution to the Council.  (The 
information will also be retained with the Council packet.)  Ms. Wright then suggested the Council put together a 
committee to meet and work with the Council.     
 
Marcie Velen, Calle Montuoso, Tucson, stated she was the co-founder of No Kill Pima County and she came to 
share lessons she has learned, adding most no kill facilities can save money.  Ms. Velen then stated the no kill 
model she is referring to consists of 10 programs and a manager who is committed to saving lives of animals that 
are not incurably ill and are not a danger.  Ms. Velen then stated she understands Benson has been utilizing 
volunteers and working with organizations, adding no shelter can pay for all the staff who would do the great job 
and all of them rely on volunteers.  Ms. Velen then stated recues are ways to transfer the expenses.  Ms. Velen 
stated she would like to leave a document that better explains the no kill equation.  Ms. Velen then stated she 
believes saving lives comes from a state of mind and an animal shelter manager can do things that don’t cost 
money and can find ways to save lives, adding no shelter can do it on its own and the City has volunteers who 
want to help. 
 
Lupe Diaz, Post Rd, Benson, stated he was the President of the Chamber of Commerce and was a Pastor, then 
stated he also agreed the animal shelter should be non-kill and they should do everything they can to help the 
animal population.  Mr. Diaz then addressed the Council regarding New Business Item 2, asking the Council to 
carefully consider the issue, adding the contract binds the City for 50 years.  Mr. Diaz stated anytime an 
endangered species is introduces, it brings in all kinds of regulations, limitations and also allows Game & Fish to 
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cross jurisdictions lines, adding this would be opening the door to them and to the feds.  Mr. Diaz then stated 
there are a lot of golfers and asked what would happen if a golf ball were to go into the pond and kill these fish, 
adding the contract reads that the fish can’t be harassed or harmed.  Mr. Diaz then encouraged the Council to be 
careful in signing up for this, regardless of what is being dangled as a carrot to the City.  Mr. Diaz then noted 
there is a proposed housing development around the golf course that may be affected because an endangered 
species introduction can kill any kind of activity and work in that area.  Mr. Diaz then stated the dogs should be 
saved, but the pupfish should be turned down so the Council doesn’t sign away the right to do what you want with 
the golf course.   
 
Stephen Insalaco, Pinto Place, J6 Ranch, stated he had prepared an address regarding the animal shelter, but noted 
a lot has already been said so he would briefly suggest that the Council issue a directive to Staff to get together 
with stakeholders and draft policies for the Council to review and approve.  Mr. Insalaco stated the policies 
should include guidelines, what should be done with a surplus of animals and how it should be done, adding it 
might include having the decision to euthanize be made by more than one person or a board operating under the 
guidelines the Council approves.   
 
Barbara Nunn, La Cuesta Drive, Benson stated she moved to Benson 7 years ago, adding Mr. Teza didn’t know 
her.  Ms. Nunn then stated they bought a house across from someone who wanted to kill their dogs and Mr. Teza 
told Ms. Nunn he would watch the dogs when she was out of town so they would be safe from the neighbor.  Ms. 
Nunn then stated she didn’t have a dog in the fight over the animal shelter, but that there was another side to Mr. 
Teza and the story.  Ms. Nunn stated she realized the people speaking about the animal shelter were all friends 
with Animal Control Officer Laurie Fivecoats and stated she didn’t know Ms. Fivecoats, but there is another side 
to the story being told.  Ms. Nunn then stated she heard on the CAVE FM radio station a story about the 
Mayor/Manager luncheon being held at the golf course to boost revenue at the restaurant and stated it was a snotty 
comment.  Ms. Nunn then stated everyone should work together instead of being a cancer and trying to tear every 
one down.  Ms. Nunn then congratulated the Fire Department and the City on the new fire truck, adding the new 
truck was needed.   
 
Dave Thompson, La Cuesta Drive, Benson, stated the Fire Chief did a great job on the grant for the new fire truck 
and the department deserves it, adding they work hard to protect Benson and now have a truck they know will 
make it to the fire.  Mr. Thompson then stated he has known Paul Teza for about 8 years and Mr. Teza is honest, 
hardworking and is very, very caring for the animals.  Mr. Thompson stated Mr. Teza has picked up animals and 
found the owner on his own time.  Mr. Thompson then asked why people didn’t use common sense, adding he 
agrees people need to be careful with water use, animals in the development area and how to set up Villages at 
Vigneto.  Mr. Thompson then stated it all comes down to good old-fashioned common sense, and people have to 
put people before the Mexican garter snake or some bird that flys by, adding he thinks people are important and 
the town needs to survive. 
 

CITY MANAGER REPORT: 
 
City Manager William Stephens addressed Council, giving the dates of upcoming meetings and events. 
 
Tuesday, February 9, 2016   – Library Advisory Board, 4:00 p.m., City Library 
Wednesday, February 17, 2016  – Community Watershed Alliance, 6:00 p.m., City Hall 
Thursday, February 18, 2016  – Citizen Review Session, 7:00 p.m., City Hall 
Monday, February 22, 2016   – City Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m., City Hall 
 
Monday, February 15, 2016   – Presidents’ Day – City Offices Closed 
 
Mr. Stephens then stated for more events in Benson, the public could visit the City’s website:  
www.cityofbenson.com under “What to do Today.”     Vice Mayor McGoffin asked what the subject of the 
Citizens Review Session was with Mr. Stephens stating Mr. Daniel Ball and Cincy Allen will hold a Citizen 
Review Session to receive comments on their application for a conditional use permit to operate an antiques store, 
museum and plant nursery at 253 E. Third Street, the historic Arnold Hotel.   

http://www.cityofbenson.com/
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NEW BUSINESS: 
 
1. Discussion and possible action on the Consent Agenda    

 
1a. Minutes of the December 14, 2015 Worksession  
1b. Minutes of the December 14, 2015 Regular Meeting  
1c. Minutes of the December 21, 2015 Worksession  
1d. Resignation of Debra Crafts from the Benson Economic Development Committee  
1e. Appointment of David Yeager to the Benson Economic Development Committee  
1f. Reappointment of Gerald Hoskinson to the Local Public Safety Retirement Boards for the Police Department 

and Fire Department  
1g. Invoices processed for the period from January 16, 2016 through January 31, 2016   
 
Councilmember Cook stated he would like to remove Item 1c from the Consent Agenda.  Vice Mayor McGoffin 
moved to approve the Consent Agenda without Item 1c.  Seconded by Mayor King.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
Consent Agenda – Items Removed: 
 
1c. Minutes of the December 21, 2015 Worksession   
 
Councilmember Cook stated he was not present for this meeting and asked for the minutes to reflect his absence.  
Councilmember Moncada then moved to approve Item 1c with the correction noted by Councilmember Cook.  
Seconded by Vice Mayor McGoffin.  Motion passed 7-0.  
 

2. Discussion and possible action regarding Resolution 7-2016 of the Mayor and Council of the City of 
Benson, Arizona, approving the Safe Harbor Agreement for Topminnows and Pupfish in Arizona between 
the Arizona Game and Fish Department and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the City of Benson           
 
City Manager William Stephens turned the item over to Director of Golf Joe DelVecchio.  Mr. DelVecchio 
addressed stating Arizona Game and Fish is requesting help in saving these fish.  Mr. DelVecchio stated the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife developed the agreement, but the program is administered by the State and noted other golf 
courses in Parker and Phoenix also have this agreement in place.  Mr. DelVecchio stated, if the lake at the golf 
course is suitable, it would be drained and filled before the fish would be introduced.  Mr. DelVecchio noted 
during this process the City could make needed improvements to the lake, such as installing some drains and 
repairing damaged grates and irrigation equipment.  Mr. DelVecchio then stated Game and Fish staff would come 
out 1 or 2 times each year and complete a study, adding the rest of the reporting would be done by volunteers and 
noted Game and Fish suggested volunteers, boy scouts attempting to achieve merit badges and students.  Mr. 
DelVecchio then stated he has limited information, but he could have the Game and Fish present if the Council 
wished to have them attend a Council meeting.    
 
Council discussed how long fish could be kept in the pond and if the agreement would be an issue should the City 
ever sell the golf course with Mr. DelVecchio stating the fish only reach 2 inches and if there ever was a problem 
with either the lake or with the City wanting to end the partnership or selling the golf course, Arizona Game and 
Fish would simply recover the fish.  Councilmember Moncada expressed concern over the 50-year term of the 
agreement and stated he didn’t want to lock future Councils into the contract.  Councilmember Konrad stated he 
would like a more detailed presentation from the Game and Fish to make sure the Council had all the information 
and knew what the responsibilities and ramifications of the agreement are.  Councilmember Konrad then moved 
to table the item until a presentation with more in-depth information could be made to the Council.  Seconded by 
Councilmember Moncada.   
 
Councilmember Cook stated he would like to see the fish brought back without being encumbered for 50 years 
and stated his concerns about the contract were that the agreement required a 30-day notification to the Game and 
Fish before any activity that would result in loss of the fish, the City being the cooperator and having to file 
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reports and the taking of these fish.  Councilmember Cook stated Mr. Diaz spoke about a passage that included 
capturing or taking the fish, adding a few years ago, there was a fire in the San Pedro River and a helicopter used 
water from the golf course pond to fight the fire, asking how would the City give Game and Fish a 30-day notice 
to do this.  Councilmember Cook then agreed the Council need Game and Fish to come to a Council meeting to 
address Council’s concerns.  
 
Mr. DelVecchio spoke about the voiced concerns stating the Council could determine the duration of the 
agreement to achieve the desired benefit, these types of agreements are in place with other golf courses and the 
reports are done by volunteers and Game and Fish representatives and then stated he could have Game and Fish 
give a presentation to the Council. 
 
Mayor King stated he would also like information on any fines that could be possibly imposed on the City, adding 
he would like some reassurance that there were no possible fines and stated he didn’t want to put the City in a 
position in the future where something happened and the City would be responsible.  Motion then passed 7-0.    
 

3. Review of City Finance with emphasis on December financial results and the City’s financial position at 
December 31, 2015    
 
Finance Director Dustin DeSpain addressed Council stating December’s numbers are based on October sales and 
the reason he is reviewing the December numbers in February is because the State collects and then distributes 
taxes and the reports on those distributions come in approximately 4 weeks later, adding from those reports, his 
Staff then has to separate the information used to create the presentation given to Council.  Mr. DeSpain reviewed 
the citywide financial highlights stating the City had to make a bond payment in December, leaving the City’s 
unrestricted cash at $1.3 million and the bond proceeds are still at $1.07 million.  Mr. DeSpain then stated 
revenues exceeded expenditures by $150,000 for the month of December and exceeded expenditures for the fiscal 
year by $237,000, adding last year at this time, the fund balance was actually down $127,000 noting this has been 
a big turnaround.  Mr. DeSpain then stated monthly revenues citywide were $900,000 for December and are $5.1 
million year-to-date, which is a $906,000 increase from last year at this time.  Mr. DeSpain then stated citywide 
monthly personnel costs for December were $364,000, which is an increase of $4,000 compared to December of 
last year and other citywide expenditures were $287,000 for the month which is a decrease of $35,000 compared 
to last December.  
 
Mr. DeSpain then reviewed the General Fund stating revenues for the month of December were $534,000 and 
were $2.6 million year-to-date which is an increase of $370,000 from last year.  General Fund personnel costs for 
December were $234,000 which is an increase of $4,000 from last December and other General Fund expenses 
for the month of December were $87,000 which is a decrease of $62,000 from December of last year.  Mr. 
DeSpain then stated General Fund revenues exceeded expenditures by $119,000 for the month of December and 
the General Fund year-to-date fund balance was $21,000, which was a $297,000 increase from last year at this 
time.  Councilmember Konrad asked how many employees were involved in the $4,000 increase with Mr. 
DeSpain stating the City hired 1 full-time employee and 2 part-time employees.  Councilmember Cook asked if 
any of the additional employees were for the library with Mr. DeSpain stating the City is currently using temp 
services until an employee is hired to return to the number of library Staff to the same amount it was before the 
former Library Director retired.    
 
Mr. DeSpain then reviewed Enterprise Funds stating the Gas Fund revenue for the month of December was 
$102,000, year-to-date revenue was $312,000 and the fund balance was $68,000; the Water Fund revenue for the 
month of December was $50,000, year-to-date revenue was $342,000 and the fund balance was only $48,000; the 
Wastewater Fund revenue for the month of December was $57,000, year-to-date revenue was $344,000 and the 
fund balance was $97,000.  Councilmember Moncada asked if this included any improvements at the treatment 
plant with Mr. DeSpain stating some prep work has been done, but the upcoming project of rebuilding the bar 
screen will be done in March, when the flow slows down.  Mr. DeSpain then continued stating the Sanitation 
Fund revenue for the month of December was $49,000 and year-to-date revenue was $296,000 and the fund 
balance was $53,000, noting the City hasn’t received the latest invoice from the County yet.  Mayor King asked 
what was happening with solid waste with Mr. DeSpain stating he was not aware of the results of the recent RFP 
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the County put out for the privatization of solid waste services, but he knew increases were coming.  Mayor King 
then stated the Council needed to look at solid waste rates soon, adding he knew of the 2 increases that would be 
coming, and that smaller cities will be hit hard, Mayor King then directed City Manager William Stephens to look 
into this and bring something to the Council.  Mayor King then stated he was also concerned about the water 
fund.  Mr. DeSpain stated he did have projections for possible increases that he needed to bring to Council. 
 
Mr. DeSpain then continued, stating the Golf Course Operations fund balance was -$4,000 for the month of 
December and was -$124,000 year-to-date, compared to the -$89,000 year-to-date last December and the Golf 
Course Food & Beverage fund balance was -$977.00 for the month of December and was -$17,000 year-to-date, 
compared to -$7,000 for the month of December, 2014 and -$25,000 year-to-date last December.  Mayor King 
asked how long the construction was expected with City Manager William Stephens stating ADOT extended the 
construction to September, 2016. 
 
Mr. DeSpain then reviewed sales tax stating the City’s retail sales tax increased almost $100,000 from last 
December, adding the 1% sales tax increase helped significantly.  Mr. DeSpain then stated he looks forward to 
January’s report, adding the collections should stay higher through March before the City sees a reduction.   
 
Vice Mayor McGoffin stated she had heard rumors about furloughs with Mr. DeSpain stating furloughs are not 
being considered.  Mr. Stephens stated he is not considering furloughs or layoffs, noting if he were to consider 
those, he would bring the matter to Council, adding this is another unsubstantiated rumor.  Mayor King stated he 
would have been told if furloughs were being considered, adding there is nothing we know of that would cause 
furloughs to be considered and he wanted it to be clear they weren’t being considered.  Mr. DeSpain agreed, 
stating the 1% sales tax increase has outperformed what he thought it would do.     
  
Mr. DeSpain then continued, stating Bed Tax is holding at about $5,000 a month, adding the City won’t see a 
peak until March and April due to the delay in collection and reporting.  Mr. DeSpain then stated Construction 
Sales Tax is approximately $12,000, up from about $5,000, noting this is due to the ADOT bridge project at the 
San Pedro River and should stabilize at $12,000 a month until that project is completed.   
 
Mr. DeSpain then stated State sales tax is at $39,000, adding it’s not a huge increase, although it is up from last 
year and stated the total City Sales tax did well in December.  Mayor King thanked Mr. DeSpain for the 
information and the job he and his department are doing. 
 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS:  No comments from Council. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  

 
Vice Mayor McGoffin moved to adjourn at 8:30 p.m.  Seconded by Councilmember Konrad.  Motion passed 7-0. 
 
 
 
 

                  
____________________________ 

                 Toney D. King, Sr., Mayor 
  ATTEST: 
   

____________________________   
  Vicki L. Vivian, CMC, City Clerk 
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