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CITY OF BENSON 
CITY COUNCIL 


FEBRUARY 25, 2013 – 7:00 P.M.  
REGULAR MEETING              


 


A REGULAR MEETING OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF BENSON, ARIZONA  


WILL BE HELD ON FEBRUARY 25, 2013 AT 7:00 P.M.,  


AT BENSON CITY HALL,  


120 W. 6TH STREET, BENSON, ARIZONA       


 


                                                                               _________________________________ 


                                                                                      Vicki L. Vivian, CMC, City Clerk 


  


A G E N D A 


 


The Council may discuss, consider and take possible action pertaining to the following: 


 


CALL TO ORDER:  The Call to Order will consist of the Mayor calling the Council to order.  The Mayor or his 


designee shall then lead those present in the pledge of allegiance before introducing the invocation speaker, who will 


offer the invocation. 


 


ROLL CALL:  The City Clerk shall call the roll of the members, and the names of those present shall be entered in 


the minutes. 


 


EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION:  The Mayor shall use this time to present employment awards to those City 


employees or to present recognition awards for specific acts regarding public service, if any.   


 


PROCLAMATION:  None 


 


PUBLIC HEARING:  None 


 


CALL TO THE PUBLIC:  Communications and comments from the citizens regarding the City of Benson or other 


matters properly addressed to the City Council shall be heard by the Council.  Such remarks shall be addressed to the 


Council as a whole and shall be limited to five (5) minutes unless additional time is granted by the Council.  ** 


 


CITY MANAGER REPORT:  The City Manager will update and inform the public of specific items of interest 


regarding City matters. 


 


NEW BUSINESS: 


 


1. Consent Agenda:  ***      


1a. Minutes of the January 28, 2013 Regular Meeting  * 


1b. Invoices processed for the period from February 1, 2013 through February 13, 2013  * 


  


2. Presentation by Zoe Richmond, Union Pacific Railroad, Director Public Affairs, of a grant to the City of Benson – 


Glenn Nichols, City Manager   
  


3. Request sponsorship of the Benson Bobcat Booster Club Golf Tournament to be held on March 16, 2013 – Glenn 


Nichols, City Manager  * 


 


4. Discussion and possible action regarding lighting the City of Benson billboard advertisements along Interstate 10  


– Glenn Nichols, City Manager 


 


5. Discussion and possible action regarding the City Manager Salary Range – Glenn Nichols, City Manager 


 


6. Review of City Finances with emphasis on January, 2013 financial results, the City’s financial position at January 


31, 2013 and discussion of expected future net revenue streams – Jim Cox, Finance Director  * 


 


DEPARTMENT REPORTS:  Written Department Reports will be provided to Councilmembers as part of the 


Council packet monthly. 


 


ADJOURNMENT 


  


POSTED this 19th of February, 2013 
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Material related to the City Council meeting is available for public review the day before and the day of the meeting, 


during office hours, at the City Clerk’s Office located at 120 W. 6th Street, Benson, Arizona, 520-586-2245 x 2011. 


 


All facilities are handicapped accessible.  If you have a special accessibility need, please contact Vicki L. Vivian, City 


Clerk, at (520) 586-2245 or TDD: (520) 586-3624, no later than eight (8) hours before the scheduled meeting time.   


 


Any invocation that may be offered before the start of regular Council business shall be the voluntary offering of a 


private citizen, for the benefit of the Council and the citizens present.  The views or beliefs expressed by the invocation 


speaker have not been previously reviewed or approved by the Council, and the Council does not endorse the religious 


beliefs or views of this, or any other speaker. 


 


Executive Session – Upon a vote of the majority of the City Council, the Council may enter into Executive Session 


pursuant to Arizona Revised Statutes §38-431.03 (A)(3) (legal advice) to obtain legal advice on matters listed on the 


Agenda. 


 


* Denotes an Exhibit in addition to the Council Communication 


 


** Call to the Public 


 


Arizona Revised Statutes §38-431.01(H) provides that “A public body may make an open call to the public during a 


public meeting, subject to reasonable time, place and manner restrictions to allow individuals to address the public 


body on any issue within the jurisdiction of the public body.  At the conclusion of an open call to the public, individual 


members of the public body may respond to criticism made by those who have addressed the public body, may ask 


staff to review a matter or may ask that a matter be put on a future agenda.  However, members of the public body 


shall not discuss or take legal action on matters raised during an open call to the public unless the matters are properly 


noticed for discussion and legal action.”  As such, Call to the Public agenda items are provided as a courtesy to allow 


citizens an opportunity to voice any concerns or opinions they may have regarding the City of Benson or other matters 


properly addressed to the City Council.  However, in accordance with Arizona law, citizens need to understand that the 


City Council is not permitted to enter into a direct discussion with the citizens speaking on any issues of concern 


during the Call to the Public and no legal action can be taken, unless the matter is properly noticed on the agenda. 


 


In order to speak during the Call to the Public, please complete the Call to the Public form requesting to do so. 


 


*** Consent Agenda 


 


The Consent Agenda will be the first item under New Business and shall list separately distinct items requiring action 


by the City Council that are generally routine items not requiring Council discussion.  A single motion will approve all 


items on the Consent Agenda, including any resolutions or ordinances, or claims/invoices that are of a routine nature.  


A Councilmember may remove any issue from the Consent Agenda, and that issue will be discussed and voted upon 


separately, immediately following the Consent Agenda under its proper regular category of New Business. 








City of Benson 


MARCH 20 1 3   
S u n M o n  T u e W e d  T hu  F r i  S a t  


     1 2 


3 4 5 6 7 8 9 


10 11 12 13 14 15 16 


17 18 19 20 21 22 23 


24 25 26 27 28 29 30 


31       


FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT WWW.CITYOFBENSON.COM  


PRIMARY  
ELECTION DAY 


City Council 7:00 p.m. 


Citizen Review  
6:00 p.m. 
Planning & Zoning  
7:00 p.m. 


Historic Preservation 
Commission 9:00 a.m. 


City Council 7:00 p.m. Community Watershed  
Alliance 6:30 p.m. 


Economic  
Development  
Subcommittee  
5:15p.m. 


Library Advisory Board 
4:00 p.m. 







Meetings   


 
 
Tuesday, February 26, 2013  –  Community Watershed Alliance, 6:30 p.m., City Hall     
 
Monday, March 4, 2013  –  Economic Development SubCommittee, 5:15p.m., City Hall     
         
Tuesday, March 5, 2013  –  Citizen Review, 6:00 p.m., City Hall 
     Planning & Zoning Meeting, 7:00 p.m., City Hall      
 
Monday, March 11, 2013  –  City Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m., City Hall     
 
Tuesday, March 12, 2013  –  Library Advisory Board, 4:00 p.m., Library 
 
Saturday, March 16, 2013  –  Historic Preservation Commission, 9:00 a.m., City Hall 
 
Monday, March 25, 2013  –  City Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m., City Hall 
 
Tuesday, March 26, 2013  –  Community Watershed Alliance, 6:30 p.m., City Hall 
 
 
 
 
     
    
 


Events 


 
 
ADOT I-10/State Route 90 
Traffic Interchange and 
other Project Closures  –  See www.azdot.gov for more information 
 
Tuesday, March 12, 2013  –  PRIMARY ELECTION DAY 


 



http://www.azdot.gov/
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DATE :


TO:


FROM:


SUBJECT:


CITY OF BENSON
INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM


February 25, 2013


Mayor and City Council luI
Glenn Nichols, City Manager1""
Manager's Report - January 17, 2013 through February 6, 2013


January 17, 2013


January 17, 201 3


January 21, 2013


January 22, 2013


January 23, 201 3


January 24, 2013


Janua ry 25, 2013


January 28, 2013


January 28, 2013


January 28, 2013


January 28, 2013


11:30 a.m.


3:00 p.m.


9:00 a.m.


10:00 a.m.


9:00 a.m.


2:00 p.m.


8:00 a.m.


9:00 a.m.


10:00 a.m.


10:30 a.m.


11:00 a.m.


Mayor/Manager Luncheon at
Cochise College


Met with Brad Hamilton and
Melissa Quiroz regarding
Personnel


Department Head Meeting


Solid Waste Rate Review
Advisory Board (RRAB) Meeting


Attended the Arizona Workforce
Co nnection workshop at
Benson Public Library


Met with Don Buchanan
Regarding 4th of JUly Activities


Attended the Police
Chiefs Retirement Luncheon in
Phoenix with Chief Moncada


Department Head Meeting


Met with Luis Garcia, Building
Official


Met with Jay Tomerlin,
Director of Golf Operations


Met with George Scott regarding
Economic Development







January 28, 2013


January 29, 2013


February 1, 2013


February 1, 2013


2:30 p.m.


9:00a.m.


9:00a.m.


11:30 a.rn.


Met with Laura Parkin,
Recreation Coordinator


Met with Bob Nilson and
Melissa Quiroz


SEAGO Administrative
Meeting at the Fire Station


Lunch with Steve
Pauken, Bisbee City
Manager and Carlos
De La Torre to discuss
Transit







CITY OF BENSON
INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM


DATE : 0211412013


TO: Mayor King & City Council


FROM: Paul Moncada, Chief of pOlice{)ff(


CC:


SUBJECT: January Report


Attached is the January recap of calls for service, calls by type, incidents by
description, and Animal Control Division activities.


The police department currently has two officer and one dispatcher
vacancies, for which we are currently advertising . In addition one additional
dispatcher is on medical leave.
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Calls Statistics by Type Summary


Page : 1


, Agen cy - BPD


1/1/2013
00:00:00


1/31/2013
23:59:59


1/ 2013 Total


30 DAY IM POUN D HEARING 2 2


911 HANG UP 5 5


911 MIS-USE 2 2


ABA NDONDED/DISABLED VEH 13 13


ACCIDENT W / INJURY 3 3


ACCIDENT W/OUT INJURY 7 7


ACCIDENT/ NO INJURY PP 6 6


AGENCYASSIST ,. ,.
ARSON 1 1


ASSAULT 5 5


ATTEMPT TO LOCATE 3 3


ATTEMPTED SUICIDE 1 1


BARKING DOGS 3 3


BURGlARY • •
BURGlARY AlARM ,. ,.
CIVIL MATTER-REFERED 2 2


CIVIL MATTER-STAND BY 1 1


CODE W ATCH PATROL 8 8


CRIM INAL DAMAGE 7 7


• INFORMATION


• FING£Ilf'flIJfTS


o INSANE PU SON


• OOG ATLAIlGE


• AGENCY ASSIST


• ABANDONDEO/OIS.J,.BUO


"'''
• UNWAJfTED SUBJECT


• WnJAIlE CIi Ea


• Oth... .







1/ 2013 Total


CUSTODIALINTERFERENCE 2 2
----


DEADBODY , ,
---


DEBRIS 3 3


DISCHARGE OF FIREARM 2 2


DISORDERLY CONDUD 7 7


DISTURBANCE 11 11


DOG AT LARGE 15 ,.
DOG BITI/ANIMAL BITE 2 2 ,


DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 4 4 '


DRIVING ON SUSPENDED L1C 2 2


DRUGS • •--
DRUNKDRIVER 3 3


-
DRUNK SUBJED s "
DUI/DRUGS , ,
ESCORT/PARADE 2 2


FlcnTIOUS PLATES , ,
-- -
FIGHT 2 2


FINGERPRI NTS 38 38
--


FIRE , ,
FIREALARM 2 2


FIREWORKS 2 2
- - --


FOUND DRUG PARAPH ER NAU , ,
FOUND PROPERTY/ ETC!RETUI 9 9


FRAUD • •
f---


GASASSISTANCE 3 3
- -


GAS LEAK/ODOR , ,
HARRASSMENT '0 '0
- -
HIT AND RUN/NO INJURY , ,
IDENTITYTHEFT , ,
IllEGAL BURNING , ,
INCORRIGIBLE JUVENILE 3 3


-
INFORMATION 43 43


INSANE PERSON ,. ,.
JUVENILES/CURFEW 2 2


-







1/2013 Tota l


LOST PROPERTY 6 6


MEDIC ASSIST 9 9


MOLESTATION 1 1


NOISECOMPLAINT 6 6


OTHER 1 1


OTHER ANIMAL CONTROL 8 8


PASSCOUNTERFIET BILLS 1 1


PROWLER 1 1


PUBLIC ASSISTANCE 7 7


PUBLIC RELATIONS 3 3


RECKLESS DRIVER 1 1
r-


REPOSSESSION 1 1


RUNAWAY JUVENILE 1 1


SHOPLIFTING 7 7


SUICIDETHREAT Z Z


SUSPICIOUSACTIVITY 12 12


SUSPICIOUS PERSON 5 5
--


SUSPICIOUSVEHICLE Z Z


THEFT 5 5
-


THREAT 5 5


TRAFFIC OFFENSE 4 4
e--.


TRESPASSING 3 3


UNWANTEDSUBJECT 13 13
-


UTILITIESCALLOUT 3 3


VEHiClE BLOCKING 1 1


VEHiClE RElEASE 1 1


VEHiClETHEFT 1 1


VERBAL DV Z Z


VICIOUS OOG Z Z


VIOLATION OFCOURT ORDER 1 1


WARRANT Z Z


WELFARE CHECK 13 13


Total 436 436







021131201316 09 45 RI:NSON I'OUCE DEPARTMENT I'alldl I


Incidents - By Desc ri ption
Report Date: 11 1101110 13- 0113111013


CASESTATUS


Dn C'ripliolf *11fC'id~If'J *Am~(AJ KI~lIr~(BIQ KINlr~d JIlv(JJ I#UIf(Ofllfd~d!UJ *Otlt~r


9 11 MIS-USE , 0 , 0 0 0
ACCIDENT WIINJURY 3 0 3 0 0 0
ACCIDENT WrO\JT INJURY 1 , , 0 0 0
ACCIDENTINO INJURY 1'1' , 0 , 0 0 0
AGENCY ASSiST 2 0 2 0 0 0
ASSAULT , 0 0 , 0 0
A1TEMPTED SUICIDE , 0 1 0 0 0
BURGLARY , 0 3 0 0 0
CRIMINAL DAMAGE , 0 3 0 0 0
DISORDERLY CONDUCT , 0 1 0 0 0
DOG BI1l'JANT MAL RITE , 0 1 0 0 0
DOMESTIC VTOI..ENCE s 0 3 2 0 0
DRIVING ON SUSPENDl-D U C 2 0 2 0 0 0
DRUGS S 2 2 , 0 0
DRUNK DRIVER , 0 , 0 0 0
DUI/ALCOUOL , 0 , 0 0 0
DUIIDRUGS , 0 , 0 0 0
FIC1lll0 US PLAITS , 0 , 0 0 0
FOUND DRUG I'ARAPIIERNAU A , 0 1 0 0 0
FRAUD , 0 , 0 0 0
HARRASSMENT , 0 0 , 0 0
HIT AND RUNINO INJURY , 0 1 0 0 0
IDENTITY TItEfT , 0 1 0 0 0
INCORRIGIBLE JUVENILE , 0 0 , 0 0
INFORM....TION • 0 • 0 0 0
INSANE PERSON 2 0 2 0 0 0
l.OST PROPERTY 2 0 2 0 0 0
MOLESTATION , , 0 0 0 0
PASS COUNTERFIET RILLS , , 0 0 0 0
RF£ KLESS BURNING , 0 , 0 0 0
SHOPU FllNG • 0 • 0 0 0
SUICIDE TIfREAT , 0 , 0 0 0
TI1EFT 2 , , 0 0 0
lllREAT 2 0 2 0 0 0
lltES PASSING , 0 1 0 0 0
WARRANT 2 0 2 0 0 0


TOTAl "
, 51 , 0 0


RAf'o'GE USED


om_
T~'


LocalionN
Viohll ionil


Alln>c'l"' BPO







Benson Animal Control


Month in Report_ January 2013__


Monthly Report


Discrip tion Current Month Year to Date


Doas Turned in: 5 5


Doa s Picked uo : 8 8


Docs Adooted : 17 17


Doas Euthanized I Owner Reauested:


Doas Euthanized ' Unadootable (Aoaressive, Sick.Bite Historv): 3 3


Doas Retumed to Owner: 4 4


Doc Comolaints: 26 26


Doc Bites : 2 2


Dca Licenses Sold: 72 72


Cats Turned In: 6 6


Cats Trapped :


Cats Returned to Owner: 1 1


Cats Adopted: 13 13


Cats Euthanized I Owner Reauested


Cats Euthanized I Unadoptable (Feral, Sick, lniured): 0


Cat Bites: 0


Remova ls ( Snake,Skunk, birds, etc) :.... 0


Calls Responded to: 29 29


Comoliance Notice s tWaminas\ : 2 2


Citations Issued: 0


P.D.Assist 0


Docs at the shelter {time of Report): 21


Cats at the shelter (time of Reoortj: 6


Removals:' ?"


Donations :


600 Ibs misc . cat food and dog food. Livestock food and litter from Walmart
bleach, dog and cat toys , blankets, towels , cleaning supplies from private party donations







DATE :


TO:


FROM:


cc :


CITY OF BENSON
INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM


February 25, 2013


Glenn Nichols, City Manager.. c, ~


Jim Cox, Finance Directo~Megan Moreno, Deputy Finance Director


Benson City Council Members


SUBJECT: Finance Department Monthly Report for January, 2013


Current Department Projects:
., Annual Financial Statement audit field work was completed during the last week


in January. We are anticipating our published report in the near future.
, The budget process has officially started! Detailed ledger reports and budget


worksheets were distributed to all department heads. Worksheets need to be
returned to the finance depa rtment by February 28th


:,.. Online Bill Pay service is active ly being researched. We have contacted two
companies so far to get an idea of how the services can be incorporated into our
utility bill ings and Caselle software. We afe also looking into coordinating our
software with the software at the Golf Course- EZ Links.


., Review of and preparation of financial reports for the month of January have
been completed and written reports have been submitted to the City Manager
and Council.


;.. Retiree insurance changes are being studied for possible presentation to
Council.


, Current monitoring of House Bill HB 2657 Changes to Transaction Privilege Tax
and how this will impact the City.


;. Finance is making preparations to be in compliancewith new transparency
reporting requirements. We are striving to post our first quarter of transactions on
Arizona OpenBooks (OpenBooks.az.gov) on April 1. 2013. We will be meeting
with Caselle and ADOA representatives on February 27th to work out details.


Ongoing Department Projects :
:,.. Monitoring of Sales Tax receipts. Still no support from the Department of


Revenue.
, Documentation of a formal Accounting Manual which will show all procedures


and internal controls for the Finance Department.
;.. Cross Training for all Finance positions continues.
:,.. Roundup Utility Assistance Fund is being researched.
:,.. Preparation and updates of departmental SOP·s.
:,.. The installation of the animal control module on Caselle is in progress.
:,.. The City Code does not address the position of Finance Director or the functions


of the Finance Department. Drafting of that portion of the Code has been
submitted to the City Manager for approval.







During the next few months the finance department will be actively working on the
budget process as well as preparing Megan to take the lead. Our goal is to make the
transition within the department as seamless as possib le and give Megan the best
possible opportunity to continue to develop the high quality performance of the
department.


Finance Department Statistics for January, 2013


, Utility payments processed 2,659
, Other payments processed 328. Work orders processed 183,. Traffle count 427,
, Telephone calls 1,291







DATE:


TO:


FROM:


CITY OF BENSON
INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM


February 5, 2013, 2013


Glenn Nichols, City Manager


Peggy Scott, Library Director


SUBJECT: End of the month report for January 2013


January 23" Arizona WorkForce Connection (AWC) held a resume workshop at
the library. AWC partners with libraries throughout Southeastern Arizona,
providing computers for assisting the community in job searches, resume writing,
etc. Benson Library staff provides one-on-one assistance to individuals who need
help applying for unemployment benefits, job searches, resume writing, etc.


During the month Kelti Jeter took the IS-00700.a FEMA course, and Megan Oros
completed the IS-00100.b FEMA course.


Attachment: Monthly statistics







Benson Public library


Statistical Report
January-13


Jan-13 Jan-12 YTD-2013 YTD-2012


Total Circulation 6,868 6,8 39 39,991 46,367 monthly circu lation of material
Patrons 5,782 6,300 40,578 40,610 patrons entering the library


New Registration 99 98 539 607 new patron cards


Total Registration 6,545 6,640 6,545 6,640 total # of patrons in database


Programs 9 15 24 64 #of programs provided by library
ProAttend 141 235 470 937 total attendance for programs


Ref. Questions 947 585 5,879 3,090 ref questions answered bystaff


Volunteers 0 1 0 2 new volunteers this month
Volunteer hours 62.75 9925 536.75 656.25 total of monthlyvolunteer hours


Book Count
Titles added 179 170 1,325 1,419 new titles added to database
Titles deleted 99 170 1,660 1,150 titles removed from collection


Collection Total 37,746 38,523 37,746 38,523 total material in database


Overdues:
Titles overdue 618 793 3,798 5,047 number of overdue items
Contacts 108 274 993 1,181 number of patrons contacted
Titles returned 402 421 2,577 3,314 # of overdue itemsreturned


Internet Users


Workforce
Hours


· 1321


21
27


1,782 # of people signed up for p.c.'s


• public computers were down 1 1/2 days







DATE:


TO:


FROM:


CITY OF BENSON
INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM


February 14, 2013


Glenn Nichols, City Manager


Bradley J. Hamilton, P.E. --t. 11?~
CC: Mayor & Council


SUBJECT: January 2013 Department Head Report


Pub lic Works employees attended two train ing sessions in January, Competent Person I Trench &
Excavation Safety and Temporary Traff ic Control Tra ining. The se were he ld at the Fire Department
Tra ining room staffed by instructors from Rura l Water Association of Arizona.


Staff part ic ipated in the interviews of 3 Utility Operator positions.


Insta llation of the emergency generator at the Airport continues .


Progress on the softball fie ld continues with the installation of the sprink ler system .


1. Gas Department.


• (For t he Week Ending Wednesday, February 6. 2013) (U.S. Energy Information
Administration)


• Natura l gas prices rose at most major reg ional trading locations this week, particu larly in the
Northeast. Prices in New York and New England, which fell back to single-digit dollar leve ls at the
end of last report week due to the end of a co ld snap, rose back into the doubl e-dig its upon the
arriva l of more co ld weather, The Henry Hub price rose by 17 cents per mill ion British therma l
un its (MMBtu) this week to $3.41 per MMBtu , after having dropped last week by 29 cents per
MMB tu.


• The March 2013 New York Mercan tile Exchange (Nymex) contract rose by 2.5 percen t from
$3 .335 per MMBtu last Wednesday to $3.4 18 per MMBtu yesterday. Similarly , the April 20 13
Nymex contract rose by 2.3 percent, from $3.385 per MMBtu last Wednesday to $3.464 per
MMBtu yesterday.


• Working natural gas in storage declined to 2,684 Bcf as of Friday, February 1, accord ing to the
U.S. Energy Information Admin istration's (E1A) Weekly Natural Gas Storage Report (WNGSR).
An implied storage withdrawal of 118 Bet for the week moved storage levels 226 Bcf below year­
ago levels, and 351 Bcf above the 5-year average.


• The United States natural gas rotary rig cou nt fell by 6 to 428 last Friday, according to data
reported by Baker Hughes Incorporated. The oil-d irected rig count rose by 17 to 1,332 active rigs.







Gas Department cont.


• Pertormed regular maintenance and compliance matters on the gas system as required
by the Arizona Corporation Commission.


• Pertormed quarterly patrolling and odorant checks for the last quarter
• Check chart boxes weekl y and performed monthly calibrat ions on gas detection


equipme nt.
• Continue to perform meter inspect ions and upgrade gas meters.


2. Water Department.


• Continued daily monitoring and maintenance on wells/tanks sites including painting and
meter / valve maintenance.


• General maintenance and repairs on meters and hydrants.


• Monthly water sampling of the water as required by ADEQ.


• Continue upgrading water meters.


3. Wastewater Department.


• Continued maintenance and repair at the treatment plant.
• Staff monitors the "vault and haul" activity and the Whetstone Ranch Water Reclamation


Facility.
• Daily and monthly monitoring samples as required by ADEQ permits.
• Wastewater Department continues the scheduled sewer main and manhole


maintenance and cleaning .


4. Streets Department:


Street department continues to regularly maintain the streets by filling the potholes,
weed control, sign maintenance, tree trimming and maintain curbing.


Inmate labor continues along various locations picking up trash, weed control and filling
potholes Monday thru Thursday.


5. Parks Department:


The Parks department is currently keeping up with the weed control at the various park
locations and landscape areas .


Parks Department continues the upkeep at park facilities.







2013 Publ ic Works


I City of Benson I
Public Works Department


---
- -


2013 Gas Dept O&M ,,, Fob M" "'" M" ,,, ,,' A", sep Cd N", Dec Total


New service 0 0
Meter Inspecbons 0 0
RemoveJRepall' equipment 0 0
MonthlY OperationlMaintain 7 7 - - -
Gas OdorfLeak SlJrwy , ,


- -
Insta lt Protection Poles , ,
3m Party Hit 1 1


Mote< Uoa..... " "HlQhUuge 0 0
No Gas I preuure 1 1.......... " " - - -
Gas Units Sokl 1~.956 1~.956


(100) cubic feet: 11M unit
- -


2013 Wa ter Dept.O&M


New """" 0 0


leakS 15 15
InstallRemove HYdrant Meier 1 1 - - -
No water I pressure 3 3


- -


Repa ir/replace equipment 3 3


Meter Upgrades 22 22


Hiah usaoe I ftHllad 1 1


Bluestakes " "Wa ter Units Sold 18.698 18.698


1(748 gallons per unit) -- -
2013 Sewer DeDtO&M


- -


New service 0 0


Sewer BackUD 2 2


Spray for eeetsrcocr ADril 0 0
Clean sewer ma ins 0 0 ___


Raise / repair manhole 0 0 - -
Maintenance I Repa irs 0 0


Bluestakes " "Gallons Treated 0


(minion ca llons)







DATE:


TO:


FROM:


CITY OF BENSON
INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM


February 13, 2013


Glenn Nichols, City Manager


Bob Nilson, Tourism Superv isor


SUBJECT: Tourism Report for January 2013


• Our Visitor count for January 2013 was 947 as compared to 1,080 in January of 2012,
down 133 from last year.


• One of our Visitor Center Volunteers, Dick Ferdon, came down and heiped out at the
Visitor Center for 59 hours in January, 2013.


• We now have our two billboards on interstate 10. One is 16' x 48' Eastbound at mile
mark 297.70, the second is 14' x 48 Westbound 306.8. The sign faces were installed on
Friday February 1st 2013.


• We will be receiving a $5,000 grant from Union Pacific Railroad for Historic railroad
logos to be produced and installed in the area of the Visitor Center and caboose.


• We are cont inuing to work with SADEG and Apache Nitrogen Products on our Apache
Dynamite Museum. Apache might have a metal buildlnq that couid be assembled if we
could find a suitable site that would meet our requirements.


• Below are our Visitor Counts for January of 2013


Visitor Center Headcount
Comparisons January, 2013


Visitors


" 800m~~1,600
1,400
1,200
1,000


800
600
400
200


o


• 2011 • 2012 . 2013







Visitor Center Phone calls
Comparisons by Graph


January, 2013


Phone Log
200 .-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -


150 t----,.-----..-------.-_._----


100


50


. 2011 • 2012 . 2013


Visitor Center Information Requests
Comparisons by Graph


January, 2013


Information Requests
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DATE:


TO:


FROM:
CC:


SUBJECT:


CITY OF BENSON
INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM


February 14, 2013


MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL


Ann P. Roberts, City Prosecuto.nt7~
Glenn Nicho ls, City Manage~


Prosecutorial Statistics for January, 2013


Statist ics for prosecutorial activ ity in the Benson Magistrate/Justice of the Peace. Prec inct No. III:


TRIALS:
Child Abuse 00
Criminal Traffic Trials: 0 I
General Crime Trials: 10
Drug Related Trials: 0 I
Domestic Violence Trials: 07
D.U.I. Jury Trials: 00
Animal Co ntrol/Game and Fish Trials/Registrar of Co ntractors: 00
Total Trials 19


PRETRIAL CONFE REN CF.S:


Criminal Traffic Pretrial Conference Hearings: 37
General Crime Pretrial Conference Hearings: 20
Drug Related Pretrial Conference Hearings: 13
Domestic Violence Pretrial Conference Hearings: 10
D.UJ . Pretrial Conference Hearings: 06
Animal Control/Game and Fish Pretrial Co nference Hearings: 04
Total Pretrials 90


IIF.ARI NGS:


Restitution and Sentencing Hearings: 06
Probation Revocation Hearings: 00
Bond Forfe iture Hearings: 00
Rule Eleven (Incompetency) Hearings: 00
DUI Status/Suppression/Evidentiary Hearing 00
Change of Plea Hearing 0 I
Vicious Dog Hearing 00
Planning and Zoning Violations/Health Code Hearings 00
Total Hearings 07


Total Case Matters Closed this Month 60


PROSEC UTORIAL TIME SPENT IN COURT 34.00 1lRS
PROSE CUTO RIAL T IM E SPENT O UTSID E OF COURT" 50.501lRS


· TIME SPENT DEALING WITH DEFENSE COUNC IL, VICTIMS, DEFENDANTS AND ON OTHER
MATIERS SUCH AS ISSUING WARRANTS. CASE PREPARATION, LEGAL RESEARCH AND REVIEW OF
PENDING CRIMINAL CHARGES.







DATE:


TO:


FROM:


SUBJECT:


CITY OF BENSON
INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM


February 25, 2013


Mayor and City Council


Melissa Quiroz, HR coordinato~
January 2013 Monthly Report


For the month of January Human Resources opened and advertised for the positions of
Custodian, Tourism Clerk, Recreation Assistant , Golf Course Customer Service
Representative, Communication Specialist and Police Officer.


Interviews were conducted for Communication Specialist, Golf Course Dishwasher/Prep
Cook and Utility Operators.


• New hires include:


• Public Works Utility Operator I (3 Positions)
• Golf Course Dishwasher/Prep Cook (On hold)
• Communication Specialist (Reopened)


Southwest Risk Services conducted a Loss Control Survey walk through for the City of
Benson. The purpose of this survey is to identify hazardous conditions or practices that
are observed. Then recommend changes and improvements that will improve health
and safety procedures and/or practices. With these evaluations safety hazards continue
to decline .


• Issues found in walk through:


• 2010-45
• 2011-15
• 2013-02


Employees are working together as a team being aware and diligently taking
precautions and removing safety hazards from the workplace.


We are in the process of establishing an Employee Safety Committee and safety
workbook for the City. Establishing a safety committee and working closely with our risk
specialist will help elevate safety awareness in the workplace and consequently help
reduce and/or eliminate accidents and/or injuries.


Implemented and added the Social Media Standard Operating Procedure (SOP).


HR continues to assist employees with benefit questions, inquiries and reimbursements.







DATE:


TO:


FROM:


CITY OF BENSON
INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM


February 13'h, 2013


Glenn Nichols, City Manager


Jay Tomerlin, Director of Golf Operations


SUBJECT: January 2013 Golf Course Repo rt


San Pedro Golf Course month of January was positive with 1955 rounds of 901f.
This is an increase from last year of 66 rounds. The course conditions are good at this
point even with the hard freezes in January. Customer feedback continues to be
positive with the over-seeded fairways and playing cond itions.


Maintenance has been using millings to improve cart paths on the golf course
and will have all paths comp leted around the end of March. They are also currently
removing weeds from native areas on the course to improve playing conditions. Trees
are being trimmed and removed from key areas around #11, #12, #13, #14, & #15
greens in order to increase air flow to these areas. This will aid in the reduction of turf
diseases in the more humid months.


The Benson City Grille will be going through changes in the months to come.
Afte r looking at the revenue for the past two years the current business plan needs to
change . The Grille will be changing to a lunch only menu and no longer be open on
Friday and Saturday nights. New hours will target iunch being open seven days a week.
I believe this will be positive with golfers and will help with employee scheduiing and
labor cost. The new menu will focus on soups, salads, and sandwiches which will be
more cost effective.


Golf rounds should continue to stay positive, up from last year, due to course
conditions being consistently better than last year with the over-seeded fairways . The
golf course will continue to use online booking engines, social media, and advertising in
key market areas to promote the golf course and grille. The Golf course will continue to
sell the Pedro's Pass and the Player's Pass. I believe both passes continue to gain a
loyal following which contributes to continued play at San Pedro Golf Course.







DATE:


TO:


FROM:


CITY OF BENSON
INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM


February 14, 2013


Gle nn Nichols, City Manager


Laura Parkin, Recreation Coordinator~~


SUBJECT: Monthly Report-January 14, 2013 through February 14, 2013


Summer Programs:
o We are working toward completion of the 2013 schedule .


Pool:
o We have completed the 2013 Aquatics Schedule.
o We are working with the school on recruiting cand idates for the 2013 Lifeguard


positions.
o The Cove in Sierra Vista is doing a Lifegua rd Certification Class for 10 High


School Students from Benson. This class will be held in March during Spring
Break.


o We are working with Pima County and the Cove to hold a WSI Certification Class
in Sierra Vista, so that we can increase our number of WSI Certified Lifeguards.


Lions Park :
o We are working with San Pedro Valley Little League in assisting them with the


scheduling of Lions Park. Opening day is Saturday, March 23, 2013.
Community Center:


o The next available Saturday, for the Community Center is March 9.
o AARP Tax Aide begins Tuesda y, February 5, and will continue through Tuesday,


April 9, 2013.
o Center rentals have been higher this year over past years; currently we have


very limited availability. For the month of February we have 2 available dates,
two Sunday's.


Other Items:
• Restructuring the Website - We continue to add information to the website as it


is provided to us by other departments.
o We are creating Emergency Action Plans for the Recreation Department.
• W e are redoing our Standard Operating Procedures for the Recreation


Department.
• We have created a new Rental Policy for the Co mmunity Center.
o We are on target for completion of the survey by mid-March,.
• We are working on Bluegrass in the Park.
o We are working with the 4th of July Committee on the 2013 July 4, Celebration.
o We are working with Ty Moncada on the Skate Park Project.







• We have created and are maintaining a City Facebook Page; to date we have
103 likes. You can like the Facebook page from the home page (Important
Information) of the City website.


• We have completed our 2013/14 Goals and Accomplishments.
• We have completed two of the Emergency Response Certification Classes and


are in the process of completing the third.
• We have completed our budget for the 2013/14 Fiscal Year.
• Maggie Castillo is helping in our office a few hours a day for the month of


February.







DATE:


TO:


FROM:


SUBJECT:


Operations


CITY OF BENSON
INTEROFFICE MEMORANDUM


02/11/13


Glenn Nichols, City Manager


Keith Spangler, Fire Chieff '
January 2013 Department Head Report


During the month of January Benson Fire Department responded to 88 calls. The
average number of Firefighters responding to the calls for the month was 3. The lowest
number was 1 and the highest number was 7. The average response time from page to
on scene was 7 minutes. The average time from page to en route was 4 minutes and
the average time from en route to on scene was 2 minutes. The break down of calls is
listed below.


Structure Fire
Vehicle Fire
Brush Fire
EMS
Rescue
Haz-Mat
Service Calls
Good Intent Calls
False Alarms
Miscellaneous Calls


Number
1
o
1


47
1
1
o


35
2
o


Benson Fire Department had no Mutual Aide calls.


Meetings and Train ings
BusinessfTraining meetings were held on January 9 and January 16, 2013 .


Veh icle Maintenance


None


Fire Prevention


Conducted fire inspections at various businesses







Additional Items


2012 Department of Homeland Security Grant: We are working on getting a CAD
System for all Apparatus.


Brush Truck: Side Boxes are in, working on installation and paint.


Cochise County Emergency Medical Service Council and Cochise County Fire
Association meetings were held in Douglas.








                                                                                                                                                                                  
             


      


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Discussion:  
 
Attached are the minutes of the January 28, 2013 Regular Meeting.   
 
 
 


 


Staff Recommendation: 
 
Council pleasure 
 
 
 
 
 


To: Mayor and Council                         Consent Agenda Item # 1a 
                                               
From: Vicki Vivian, CMC, City Clerk                   
           
 
 


 


 


Subject: 
 
Minutes of the January 28, 2013 Regular Meeting            
 
 


 


 


City of  Benson 
      City Council Communication  
 
Regular Meeting                                   February 25, 2013 
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THE REGULAR MEETING 


OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF BENSON, ARIZONA 


HELD JANUARY 28, 2013, AT 7:00 P.M. 


AT CITY HALL, 120 W. 6TH STREET, BENSON, ARIZONA         


 


CALL TO ORDER:        


 


Mayor King called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Mayor King then 


introduced Pastor Lupe Diaz of Grace Chapel who gave the invocation.                                      


  


ROLL CALL:   


 


Present were: Mayor Toney D. King, Sr., Vice Mayor Lori McGoffin, Councilmembers Ron Brooks,  


David Lambert, Nick Maldonado, Chris Moncada and Al Sacco.     


 


EMPLOYEE RECOGNITION:   
 


 None     


 


PROCLAMATION:   
 


 Vice Mayor McGoffin read a proclamation declaring February, 2013 “Acts of Random Kindness” month, 


urging all citizens of our community to practice acts of random kindness for family, friends, acquaintances 


and strangers and to live their lives keeping with this attitude every day. 


 


PUBLIC HEARING:  None   


      


CALL TO THE PUBLIC:    


 


Virgil Mustain addressed Council regarding the golf course, stating he was representing the San Pedro Men 


and Women’s Golf Club and there were several members in attendance.  Mr. Mustain then thanked the 


Council for the support they have given the golf course since it had been given to the City.  Mr. Mustain 


stated they know the Council has some difficult financial decisions to make in the upcoming budget 


process and they wanted to encourage the Council to continue to support the golf course.  Mr. Mustain then 


stated the golf course is making great progress as was evident by the number of cars in the parking lot.  Mr. 


Mustain then stated the golf club interacts with people they don’t know, adding the golf course is seeing a 


lot more people from Sierra Vista and Tucson, as well as snowbirds who stay in other communities besides 


Benson.  Mr. Mustain then stated the golf course is in excellent condition and Staff, with Council’s support, 


is doing great things such as stretching the budget they are given, using the Department of Correction 


workers and using the recycled asphalt on the cart paths, which has cut down on dust and looks a lot nicer.  


Mr. Mustain stated people leave the course with a positive attitude.  Mr. Mustain then stated as 


ambassadors for the course, they speak to a lot of people and one thing they hear all the time is people 


would not come to play golf, if not for the overseed, adding with the overseeding, the course plays 


extremely well, and word of the great condition of the course is getting around to others, which bodes well 


for the future financial situation of the course.  Mr. Mustain stated they also believe the course is very 


positive for the image of the City, adding people may be interested in coming here with a business or to 


live, and the course is another asset to attract them.  Mr. Mustain then stated the San Pedro Men and 


Women’s Golf Club has over 50 members and they are going to do everything they can to help the course 


be financially feasible, adding when they go to Tucson, they talk to people and try to get them to come to 


Benson and play and they will continue to support and do anything they can to help the golf course be 


successful.  Mr. Mustain then thanked the Council again for their support.   


 


Anthony Edmiston addressed Council regarding the City Codes and Building Codes, stating the Council 


needed to read the codes thoroughly before voting on them and asked the Council not to vote on the codes 
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if they hadn’t had the opportunity to do so.  Mr. Edmiston then stated Benson is not Phoenix or Los 


Angeles, so our City Codes should address our City, adding in our City there are several properties that will 


never be able to meet the codes that are proposed.  Mr. Edmiston then stated if the Council doesn’t want the 


City to be either rotting houses or leveled lots, they need to address some older homes and some exceptions 


to the Building Codes so we can continue to have housing in Benson and not have either just parking lots or 


empty vacant houses.  Mr. Edmiston then stated people are not going to invest in properties that they’re 


going to have to level to bring up to code. 


 


Steve Sacco addressed Council regarding New Business Items 3 and 4.  Mr. Sacco’s comments will be 


retained with the Council packet.  


 


Kathy Suagee addressed Council regarding New Business Items 3 and 4.  Ms. Suagee’s comments will be 


retained with the Council packet.   


 


Jim Gray addressed Council regarding New Business Items 3 and 4.  Mr. Gray stated in Benson, almost 


80% of the buildings are old and are not going to be up to code, adding the proposed codes are really 


written in today’s standards for new construction.  Mr. Gray then stated when you look at businesses and 


homes in this area, you are looking at buildings from the 1800s on up and if the City doesn’t respect 


grandfathering laws, something is wrong, adding grandfathering laws have been in place for decades to 


protect property owners.  Mr. Gray then stated if the City applies new codes, they don’t apply to existing 


structures or existing buildings, since they are grandfathered.  Mr. Gray then stated if the Council is going 


to do anything, they should think long and hard, because this is not something they want to take lightly.  


Mr. Gray stated this is a very powerful ordinance the Council is trying to put in place, and while the 


Council should make a good community out of Benson, they should try to limit and restrict as much as 


possible, the power mongers who like to take total control of the people of Benson.   


 


Gary Iovinella addressed Council stating he was present to inquire about a Remote Control field and how 


someone goes about getting a Remote Control field.  Mr. Iovinella then stated he had spoken to someone at 


the airport who told him he needed to address the Council.  Council then informed Mr. Iovinella that he 


would need to speak to Mr. Brad Hamilton, who is the Airport Manager.  Mr. Iovinella thanked the Council 


for their time and stated he would contact Mr. Hamilton.   


 


Thomas Fitzgerald addressed Council regarding New Business Item 3, asking how the City Council and 


City Staff can have the City Attorney prove beyond a reasonable doubt that Resolution 4-2013 is 


democratic and would provide a remedy for citizens’ civil voting rights should the voters feel the Council is 


in error by actually approving the resolution.  Mr. Fitzgerald then stated there is a weak and invalid effort to 


call the item a resolution, when the item is really of great importance and is a great change to City law, so it 


should be called an ordinance, adding any item that forces people to do something and prosecutes people 


meets the description of an ordinance.  Mr. Fitzgerald then stated the proposed changes are 50 pages long 


and might remind people of the Patriot Act or other controversial and unusual treaties that will obviously be 


proven unconstitutional upon a legal challenge and the Council should tread lightly.  


 


City Clerk Vicki Vivian addressed Council regarding the upcoming City elections, stating the Primary 


election is scheduled for March 12, 2013 and the General election is scheduled for May 21, 2013.  Ms. 


Vivian then stated the election would be held to elect a Mayor and 3 Councilmembers, adding there are 


currently 2 candidates for Mayor and 5 candidates for Council seats.  Ms. Vivian then stated the Primary 


election ballot would also contain Proposition 406, which is the Alternative Expenditure Limitation, also 


known as “Home Rule,” which comes before the voters every 4 years.  Ms. Vivian stated for City residents 


wishing to participate in the election process, they must be registered to vote, adding the deadline for voter 


registration for the Primary election is February 11, 2013 and for the General election is April 22, 2013.  


The General election would be held to fill any Council positions not seated at the Primary election.  Ms. 


Vivian then stated in an effort to encourage voter registration and participation, the Clerk’s office would be 


holding a voter registration day February 1, 2013 from 9:00 a.m. to noon at the Post Office, adding they 


would have voter registration forms and would also show people where to find Council agendas and 
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packets as well as other information pertaining to the City via the City’s website and other social media 


sites. 


 


Jeff Cook addressed Council stating he originally came to speak about the vehicle provisions under the 


Zoning Code, but he did some background research on Chapter 7 and had found contrary to what everyone 


else is saying, Section 7-4-1A(4) reads, “This Section shall not require changes in existing buildings and 


utilities when alterations were installed and have been maintained in accordance with the City of Benson 


Building Safety Codes in effect at the time of construction or alteration of the subject building or utilities.”  


Mr. Cook then stated there had been a lot of intelligent, concerned, well-meaning people pounding the 


podium about something that seems to be a non-existent issue.  Mr. Cook then stated regarding the 


Development Services Director being able to enforce these codes, the fear is that he has the freedom to do 


anything he wants.  Mr. Cook then stated he had several complaints within his neighborhood, one was a 


landlord living in the garage and another was a property where the water would gather continually 


underneath a mobile home and sometimes when you walked across it, you would lose electricity in one or 


more rooms, adding since it was a safety hazard, he had referred it to Luis Garcia, who said basically his 


hands were tied as far as enforcing these codes, that the property owner has rights and the City can’t violate 


those.  Mr. Cook then stated he wasn’t going to speak for or against the issue, but was just going to say the 


Council has a difficult decision to make and he is glad it is their decision.  Mr. Cook then stated he is still 


being told his 1959 Chevy is a public nuisance, adding even though it is inoperable, a month ago he turned 


down $6,500 for it and last week he turned down $7,000 for it and if everyone in the room would drive by 


and look at it, they would agree it was not a public nuisance.  Mr. Cook then stated it is a public nuisance 


by the definition and according to the proposal and the City either needs to enforce the code against his 


public nuisance or needs to change or eliminate the wording so it does not include his public nuisance.    


 


CITY MANAGER REPORT: 


 


City Manager Glenn Nichols addressed Council, giving the dates of upcoming meetings and events. 


 


February 5, 2013 – Planning & Zoning Meeting, 7:00 p.m., City Hall 


February 11, 2013  – City Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m., City Hall 


February 12, 2013  – Library Advisory Board, 4:00 p.m., Library 


February 16, 2013  – Historic Preservation Commission, 9:00 a.m., City Hall  


February 25, 2013 – City Council Meeting, 7:00 p.m., City Hall 


February 26, 2013  – Community Watershed Alliance, 6:30 p.m., City Hall 


   


February 18, 2013 – Presidents’ Day – City Offices Closed 


 


Mr. Nichols reminded those present of the continuing work on the Interstate 10/State Route 90 Traffic 


Interchange project and the Marsh Station project, adding up-to-date information can be found at 


www.azdot.gov.  Mr. Nichols then stated Interstate 10 is scheduled to be closed from March 8 at 9:00 p.m. 


to March 9 at 6:00 a.m. to take down the Pantano Railroad bridge.  Mr. Nichols then stated adjustments to 


the schedule are made when necessary for weather and other issues, but the website would contain the 


latest information about the project schedule.  Mr. Nichols then stated the VFW and the Chamber of 


Commerce were planning on hosting City Council Candidate Forums in the near future.   


 


Mayor King then stated Vice Mayor McGoffin would be the Acting Mayor beginning February 7, for two 


weeks, adding he would then return to his duties as Mayor.   


 


Councilmember Brooks then stated the VFW Candidate Forum would be held on February 13 at 6:00 p.m. 


and he hopes all the candidates can attend.  Councilmember Brooks then stated 70% of the votes in the last 


election were submitted as early ballots, so they wanted to have the Candidates Forum early.     


 


NEW BUSINESS: 


 



http://www.azdot.gov/
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1. Consent Agenda       


   


1a. Minutes of the January 14, 2013 Regular Meeting 


1b. Resolution 2-2013 of the Mayor and Council of the City of Benson, Arizona, authorizing the Chief of 


Police to apply for a Governor’s Office of Highway Safety Grant to fund equipment purchases and 


overtime 


1c. Resolution 3-2013 of the Mayor and Council of the City of Benson, Arizona, approving a Special 


Event Liquor License for The Dallas Memorial Hope Fund of Benson for February 23, 2013 at Cochise 


Terrace, 1030 S. Barrel Cactus Ridge, Benson, Arizona   


1d. Invoices processed for the period from January 2, 2013 through January 17, 2013 


 


Councilmember Moncada moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Seconded by Vice Mayor McGoffin.  


Motion passed 7-0. 


 


2. Presentation by author Gerald T. Ahnert on “The Butterfield Trail and Overland Mail Company in 


Arizona”                         


 


Mr. Gerald Ahnert addressed Council stating he was honored to be invited to help preserve our great 


western history, adding he is also donating one of his books to the City library.  Mr. Ahnert then stated 


Benson is lucky enough to be one of the 3 cities in Arizona to be built directly on the historic Butterfield 


Overland Trail and will gain significant recognition in 2014 when Congress signs the bill, he hopes, into 


law, to give the trail a national historic trail designation.  Mr. Ahnert then stated the reason for doing this is 


this trail is cited as the first government sanctioned trail to connect the east to the west, adding it went 


approximately 2,800 miles from St. Louis, MO to San Francisco, CA.   Mr. Ahnert then stated he had 


researched the history for 43 years, had his book published in 2011 and had furnished historical information 


to the congressional researcher, Kirby Sanders, for his documentation about the history of the trail for the 


congressional report.  Mr. Ahnert then stated he wanted to make it clear he had no official connection to the 


government, other than as an advisor to the National Park Service and the congressional researcher who 


have used his book as the primary source for the Arizona history of the Butterfield Trail.  Mr. Ahnert then 


gave a powerpoint presentation showing primary references for the San Pedro River Stage Station and its 


route through Benson, adding the information obtained may be used as a basis for interpretive signs, which 


will help benefit tourism in Benson.  Mr. Ahnert stated he had lived in Arizona in 1970 when he became 


aware of the Butterfield Trail and for the next 43 years up to now, he became rather intensely interested in 


that history, because it’s our American journey.  After the presentation, Mr. Ahnert stated a report will be 


given to the Council for their use.  Mayor King thanked Mr. Ahnert for the information and his 


presentation.     


     


3. Resolution 4-2013 of the Mayor and Council of the City of Benson, Arizona, declaring as a Public 


Record those Certain Documents filed with the City Clerk and entitled “Amended Chapter 7, 


‘Development Services’” and “Chapter 7.1 ‘Administrative Hearings’”  


 


Councilmember Brooks moved to deny Resolution 4-2013.  Seconded by Councilmember Sacco.  Mayor 


King then opened the item for discussion and asked Mr. Garcia if he would like to address the Council.  


Mr. Garcia then addressed Council stating this resolution is in reference to Development Services for the 


Benson City Code, adding it is not a re-write, but is a consolidation.  Mr. Garcia stated this item is not a 


Building Code nor is it a Zoning Code, adding the Building Safety Codes are in an ordinance and the 


Zoning Code is an ordinance within itself.  Mr. Garcia then stated this is a City Code that deals with 


premises maintenance and building maintenance, noting it is not for building safety and the Building Safety 


Codes are its own document.  Councilmember Sacco asked Mr. Garcia if he was saying this item has 


nothing to do with the ancillary documents with Mr. Garcia stating the Building Safety Codes are 


referenced in one section, but the item is not proposing to change any Building Safety Codes or any Zoning 


Regulations, adding it has nothing to do with any densities or land use, but is strictly structure and premises 


maintenance and is trying to be able to protect the public general welfare property values against blight, 


deterioration or health hazards and life safety issues.  Mr. Garcia then stated this item is not changing any 
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of the makeup of the way the codes are adopted, adding there is a separate City Code section, a separate 


Zoning Regulation and a separate Building Safety Code.  Mr. Garcia then stated he would like to go over 


some of the issues raised at the Call to the Public and began by addressing legal non-conforming use, 


stating this has been referred to as grandfathering, but the lawful term is legal non-conforming, adding a 


member of the community read the statement in the proposed code specifically for this, adding the code is 


not intended to be able to change anything on an existing property, but it does however, intend to be able to 


have a property maintained in a level of safety or a condition that will promote safety to the community.  


Mr. Garcia then stated in that case, the City would be looking to be able to make corrections in the name of 


safety, general welfare, protection from blight and things like that.  Mr. Garcia stated the quoted section 


also reads the code shall be fairly and reasonably applied to promote the maintenance of all existing 


buildings and land in the City, adding the intent is to ensure individuals and families do not suffer undue 


hardship and the codes are not to be selectively enforced in one part of town or one use class, but are to be 


fairly and reasonably applied throughout the City.  Mr. Garcia then stated another concern brought up was 


the right of entry and that Staff would be able to enter a property at any time, adding this is simply not true.  


Mr. Garcia stated the right of entry is notated in the proposal, but in the discharge of duties and when there 


is reasonable cause, the right of entry already exists in our adopted Building Safety Codes that are not being 


discussed and it has existed at least since the 1994 edition of the Uniform Codes, noting this has been 


unchanged all the way to the currently adopted Building Safety Codes and he extracted the language for the 


proposed Chapter 7 directly from our Building Safety Codes, so they could work in concert with each 


other.  Mr. Garcia then stated the proposed code does speak of emergencies and of permitted inspections 


whenever a permit is applied for, but even further, it addresses a new State law, adding that may put some 


of the questions to rest as well, adding if there isn’t a scheduled inspection, Staff will have to go through 


some steps.  Councilmember Sacco asked about the new State law with Mr. Garcia stating the law was 


Senate Bill 1598 (SB1598) and makes municipalities accountable for their issuance of permits, for their 


inspections and their processes, and these requirements were incorporated into the proposal.  Mr. Garcia 


then stated part of SB1598 requires Staff to provide identification, to provide documentation on the 


property owner’s rights upon entering the property, adding this is something Staff is currently doing, since 


the law went into effect January 1, 2013.  Councilmember Sacco asked when the bill was passed with City 


Attorney Mike Massee stating the bill was passed in the last legislative session with most bills becoming 


effective in August, 2012, but SB1598 contained some delayed effective dates to January 1 of this year.  


Councilmember Sacco asked what statutes were affected with Councilmember Brooks then reading 


Arizona Revised Statute 9-801, Definitions (A.R.S. §9-801).  Mayor King then asked about the procedure 


in adopting a code by reference with Mr. Massee stating A.R.S. §802 contains the process for this, adding 


the resolution before Council declares the proposed Chapter 7 and Chapter 7.1 to be public documents and 


nothing more.  Mr. Massee then stated the next item on the agenda, which is the ordinance, refers to the 


two documents by reference and by name, and adopts the two documents as ordinances, as if they were 


fully set forth herein.  Mr. Massee then stated this procedure adopts by reference, the public documents that 


are being declared public documents by the resolution.  Mr. Massee then stated this is a procedure the 


League of Arizona Cities and Towns came up with years ago, adding for example, this is how the City 


amends the Municipal Tax Code when the standard amendments come out of the recommending committee 


that get adopted by the League, they send out the documents to the City, we then declare the amendments 


to be a public document and then in a separate agenda item, which is an ordinance, the City adopts those 


documents by reference.  Mr. Massee then stated again, the resolution before Council does nothing more 


than declare these two documents to be public documents.  Mayor King asked if the documents had been 


made available to the public with Mr. Garcia stating when the documents were initially declared to be 


public documents almost a year ago, along with the required copies in the City Clerk’s office, they were 


posted on the City’s website.   Mr. Garcia then stated the only portion that had received any changes was 


from the last Council worksession comments, addressing reasonable cause.  Mayor King then stated he 


agreed more of a definition should be added regarding probable cause, adding he wouldn’t want someone 


to come into his house because they had heard he had something in his house.  Mayor King then stated 


many years ago, there was a business owner and an outside agency, not the Benson Police Department, 


went in and did a bust and made a very big mistake that was very costly to that agency.  Mayor King then 


stated he thinks there should be a written definition explaining what probable cause is.  Mr. Garcia then 


stated the probable cause terminology exists currently in our Building Safety Code, but it doesn’t contain 
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the definition.  Mayor King then asked Chief of Police Paul Moncada to explain probable cause.  Chief 


Moncada then addressed Council stating probable cause in the context of the Police Department means you 


have to have reasonable belief that a crime or something is taking place at the time, which enables you to 


proceed to the next step to investigate a little further, so you can establish what we call probable cause, 


which gives us the right to get a warrant or make a stop or take enforcement action.  Chief Moncada then 


stated that is probable cause as it affects criminal statutes and transportation statutes the Police Department 


enforces.  Mr. Garcia then stated he thinks it states it very clearly in our Building Safety Code, probable 


cause is a condition which is contrary and in violation of the code which makes the structure or premises 


unsafe, dangerous or hazardous, so that is what the City will be taking into consideration.  Mr. Garcia then 


gave examples, such as smoke coming out of a receptacle, that is probable cause to do more investigation, 


or if there was a fire incident, that is probable cause to be able to go in and do some additional 


investigation.  Mayor King then stated he understood a fire or smoke would be probable cause, but asked 


about hearsay with Mr. Garcia stating the City takes citizen’s complaints and will go ahead and do an initial 


investigation.  Mayor King asked if that was legal with Mr. Massee stating if someone wanted to swear out 


a warrant to search your property because there is an allegation there is a crime going on there, the 


evidence that is being sworn to does not have to be admissible in a court of law, it can be hearsay, but it has 


to be presented to a neutral magistrate and the neutral magistrate, on review of all the evidence, has to come 


to the conclusion that there is probable cause.  Mr. Massee then stated probable cause is a standard that 


lawyers and judges work with every day and it is a higher standard than mere suspicion, adding there has to 


be an articulable set of objective facts.  Mayor King then confirmed that a City representative would have 


to gain entry by a judge, with Mr. Massee stating in the proposed code, which incorporates SB 1598 into 


our code, it sets forth a very specific process by which a building inspector can obtain permission and how 


he conducts an inspection after he obtains permission, so the first thing he would have to do is present a 


photo identification and request entry.  Mr. Massee then said it further states where consent to enter and 


inspect is denied or cannot be obtained, neither the Director of Development services, nor his designee, 


shall enter in or upon the premises without a court order, which is a magistrate’s warrant, issued by a court 


of competent jurisdiction, which may include the City Magistrate court, so if the Development Services 


Director or his designee shows up on someone’s doorstep after the ordinance is adopted and says he 


believes he has probable cause to inspect and offers his photo id and asks to be allowed onto the property, 


and the owner says no, then that’s the end of the matter until the Director of Development services goes to 


a magistrate and swears out a search warrant.  Mr. Massee then stated this would require the Director of 


Development services or his designee to write out, under oath, which would basically be an affidavit, the 


objective evidence and his belief that there is cause to believe a violation of the code exists and it requires 


further inspection.  Mr. Massee then stated in applying for a warrant, the magistrate would review it and 


determine whether a warrant would be issued or not.  Councilmember Sacco then confirmed the building 


official would not make this determination with Mr. Massee stating if the property owner denies consent to 


an inspection, there would be no inspection until the magistrate says there is probable cause to inspect, 


which is stated in the proposed code.  Mr. Massee then stated this is why the term “probable cause” is used, 


because a magistrate swears out search warrants all the time and probable cause is a standard that 


magistrates are familiar with.  Councilmember Sacco then asked if the City representative could enter a 


business based on a citizen’s complaint with Mr. Massee stating he could ask for entry, but if the owner 


says no, the City representative cannot enter and would then leave.  Mr. Garcia then stated the current City 


Code does not provide this protection, but the proposed code version does.  Mr. Garcia then stated the 


existing Building Codes and the Fire Code, which is the maintenance code, still does give the same 


language that with reasonable cause, we can go ahead and go in.  Mr. Garcia then stated, again, it still exists 


today if we don’t receive consent; we leave the premises and search other remedies as prescribed by law.  


Councilmember Lambert then stated if it comes to a point where the City has to get a warrant to go into the 


structure, just like the Police Department, they are supposed to go in and look at one specific area and are 


not allowed to go through papers and personal items and ransack the area, adding he wanted to clarify that 


they would be looking for the specific issue.  Mr. Massee agreed, stating a warrant typically needs to be 


specific, adding there are warrants where you really lay out a good facts scenario that allow more general 


areas of searches, but you have to show that those areas you are asking to be searched are relevant to the 


issue at hand and you have probable cause to inspect them.  Mr. Massee then stated in more than 90% of 


the time, the type of information, such as relating to the structural integrity of one particular wall or roof, 







Page 7 of 14 


will request the warrant to authorize the inspection of that wall or that roof or whatever the issue is, but the 


inspector would not be checking outlets and things like that.  Councilmember Sacco then confirmed that the 


warrant has to be specific to what they want to inspect with Mr. Massee stating the warrant gives the 


parameters for what can be searched, adding it would be signed by the magistrate, so the magistrate has to 


say there is a really good nexus here between what the evidence shows and what they are asking to be 


searched and if the search as requested is overbroad, the magistrate can tailor it back.  Councilmember 


Sacco then stated that is not the way it is currently being done.  Mr. Massee stated that might be a reason to 


want these procedures expressly written in the code, which would make them mandatory.  Councilmember 


Sacco then stated he wanted specific, clear instructions to a business owner on what parameters the fire 


chief or building inspector has to use, so they can’t just come in and say they have probable cause, adding 


they need to be very specific in getting a search warrant.  Mr. Massee then stated there is an exception to 


obtaining a search warrant, which would be consent, adding in some traffic violations, the officer can ask 


for consent to open the trunk and if the driver gives consent, the trunk can be searched.  Mr. Massee then 


stated the proposed code sets forth the process and the first thing the representative does is present themself 


with identification and ask for consent.  Councilmember Sacco asked if they explained to the business 


owner that they have to give consent with Mr. Garcia stating this is what we are educating business and 


property owners about, adding it is not in the current code, but Staff is making it explicitly expressed in the 


proposed code.  Mr. Massee agreed, stating the proposed code specifically states where consent is denied or 


cannot be obtained, it expressly states, we do not enter without first getting a search warrant that authorizes 


entry.  Councilmember Lambert then stated that provision is not in our current code with Mr. Garcia 


confirming this and stating this is the current law the City has been respecting, but the proposed code 


includes it due to SB1598.  Councilmember Lambert then stated Section 7-2-2 in the proposed code is for 


the end user and protects their rights of entry with Mr. Garcia agreeing, stating the proposed code lays out 


what their rights are prior to the inspection taking place.  Councilmember Moncada then stated Section     


7-2-2D(2) says on initiation of inspection, the purpose of the inspection and the legal authority for 


conducting the inspection must be stated, adding this is where Mr. Garcia or whoever is there to perform 


the inspection, has to give the reason for the inspection.  Mr. Massee agreed stating this portion of the 


proposed code is almost verbatim from SB1598, which is already effective as part of the Arizona Revised 


Statutes, adding the proposed code makes it a part of the City Code and adds in the controlling procedures 


in a place where everyone is going to be able to access them and see them, as part of the responsibilities of 


the Director of Development Services.  Mayor King asked if the City had pamphlets listing these rights that 


the City could give out when entering a property with Mr. Garcia stating the rights are as outlined in the 


proposed code and are given to the property owner upon entering the property as well as copies of the 


original documents taken from the premises by the inspector during the inspection, a split or duplicate of 


the samples taken on the inspection, if the split or duplicate or any samples were appropriate.  It also 


includes their appeal rights and any permit information, again stating this is given out prior to any 


inspection that is not scheduled.  Mayor King asked if the information also contained their right to refuse 


consent with Mr. Garcia stating it did.  Mayor King then stated he would like for the business or property 


owner to get this information first so they understood what their rights were, and he would like to have it 


documented to prove they received this information before the City representative entered to do the 


inspection.  Mr. Garcia stated that is on the form we started handing out January 1, adding there is a box for 


the owner or the person responsible to initial and sign, so when they receive a copy of the inspection, it will 


have their signature.  Mayor King reiterated he would like to see the list of property owner’s rights being 


given out before the City representative entered the property with Mr. Garcia stating the property owner or 


person responsible will get that information first and they will then sign the inspection report saying they 


have received and understand the document.  Mr. Massee then stated in the proposed code on page 4, it 


reads if the person whose property is being inspected has not received a written or electronic document 


setting forth the above procedural rights, regarding inspections, the Director of Development Services or 


his designee shall provide such written notice of the above procedural rights upon initiation of the 


inspection as well as the name and telephone number of a contact person within the department to answer 


any questions regarding the inspection.  Mr. Massee then stated we must give them a document setting 


forth their procedural rights with Mayor King stating he would like to see something on that document that 


proves the property owner or person responsible received that information.  Mr. Garcia then stated we have 


a box that says they have received their rights and understand them, and he is also trying to make sure the 
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public at large is educated on this process.  Mayor King then stated this is to protect the City as well as the 


property owner and asked if a statement could be added to the documents that would require the signature 


of the property owner or the person responsible stating either they gave permission to enter their property 


or they denied permission to enter the property with Mr. Garcia stating he could add that.  Councilmember 


Lambert then stated in the next section, Section 9, it addressed obtaining the signature of the person whose 


property is being inspected or his designated representative with Mayor King stating it doesn’t address 


when the signature will be obtained and he would like to see the signature granting or denying permission 


for the inspection.  Mr. Garcia then stated the proposed code is explicit in stating what must be done before 


the City enters the premises with Councilmember Sacco verifying this is what is to happen before the City 


enters a property.  Mr. Garcia stated again, this is correct and must happen before the City enters a property 


with Councilmember Sacco then asking if Mr. Garcia or someone else from the City came onto his 


property and he did not grant permission, what would then happen.  Mr. Garcia then stated if the public is 


permitted in that establishment, we will go in where the public is permitted, but if we go there and are 


asked to leave, we will leave.  Mayor King then stated he wanted to make sure we were covered in all 


directions and he feels we should explain everything to the property owner at the very beginning and 


inform them of their right to consent or deny entrance and have that signed first.  Mr. Massee then stated 


that is exactly what the proposed code requires with Mr. Garcia agreeing, stating the document is signed 


upon the City representative entering the premises.  Mr. Garcia then stated as of January 1, upon entering 


the premises, before conducting any inspection, there is a place on our inspection report, in triplicate, where 


they sign that they have received and are aware of all of their rights.  Councilmember Sacco then asked if 


the City has a form that the business owner or the lease owner signs that says they allow the City to come 


into their premises and do an inspection with Mr. Garcia stating the City does.  Councilmember Sacco then 


asked if the form existed now with Mr. Garcia stating the form was in existence as of January 1, 2013.  Mr. 


Garcia stated the law went into effect January 1 and every inspection he has done since then, has had this 


form completed.  Councilmember Sacco then asked for a copy of an executed document showing this.  


Vice Mayor McGoffin then stated the new State law required this and the proposed code change makes it 


part of our City Code.  Councilmember Brooks stated he had read through the entire document, and he 


thinks it’s strewn with a flavor of consolidated power, adding the citizens of this town are afraid of that and 


he represents them and he doesn’t agree with what is going on.  Councilmember Brooks then stated he 


thinks the proposed code needs to be rewritten and he thinks it needs to be looked at by someone outside 


the town, adding there’s an organization that does this; they go through City documents to make sure 


they’re in order and they’re not going to have lawsuits and he thinks it would be wise to have some 


organization look at the proposed changes.  Councilmember Brooks then stated he thinks the citizens would 


feel safer about it, adding there is too much area here for abuse.  Councilmember Brooks then stated the 


Administrative Hearings section establishes a process where alleged violations can be heard 


administratively without burdening the City court system, but it is creating a system where a person doesn’t 


have the ability to go before a judge anymore; he has to come to the same person who came to his house 


and said he didn’t like what was being done and the property owner had to stop.  Councilmember Moncada 


stated that is the process in place now, but the new process is giving the property owner a remedy before 


they have to go to a judge.  Councilmember Brooks then stated when an inspection is done on your home or 


a permit is opened on a building and the property owner disagrees with what the City is demanding, like the 


size of wires in a building or things that don’t apply to these people here, that they disagree with, the only 


recourse is to come back to the person who denied what they are doing, adding it doesn’t give them any 


recourse.  Mr. Garcia then stated there is actually a process through the adopted Building Safety Codes for 


a Board of Appeals, adding the property owner can go through the Board of Appeals for that very reason.  


Mr. Garcia then stated Chapter 7.1 for Administrative Hearings allows us to be able to speak with the 


property owners rather than just initially citing them into City court, adding it gives us another 


administrative remedy before we have to go into the court system and is intended to be able to give us a 


platform to communicate with the public for a more user-friendly program, rather than take them straight to 


court.  Councilmember Brooks stated the other issue he sees is the permitting process taking up to 90 days, 


adding the businesses that want to come here, they’re either going to do business or not and he hears the 


same thing all the time, that Benson is unfriendly to business.  Councilmember Brooks then stated we need 


to find a way to work with these people so they can get what they want done in a safe way that the City 


feels comfortable with, but in coming at them with all these codes saying this is what the world expects of 
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this little town, is something we can’t do, adding the people in this town don’t have that kind of money.  


Councilmember Brooks then stated he thinks there has got to be another way we can work with the people 


in this town to not scare them and to make them confident in what we’re doing.  Mr. Garcia then stated the 


building permit process mentioned is a SB1598 requirement, adding before the permitting process held to 


unadopted policies that say the City would review and issue a permit within so many days, but State law 


changed that with SB1598.  Mr. Garcia then stated the way we used to be able to review was if the City had 


received a permit request and we had questions, we could call them and get the additional information, but 


with SB1598, we have one attempt at an administrative review and one attempt at a technical review for the 


construction documents for anything from a tenant improvement up to a big box store, so the reason those 


timeframes are in there is to be able to protect the City, because we now have one opportunity to be able to 


review the project, adding the City of Phoenix, for example, put 6 months on their review process.  


Councilmember Brooks stated he understood it could take that long for a big box store, but if someone is 


going to build a shed in their backyard, it shouldn’t take 3 months for them to get to start working on it.  


Mr. Garcia then stated it probably wouldn’t take that time, but we were required to create and put within 


this ordinance an explicit timeframe that we have to be held to regardless of the project, so we had to do a 


one-size fits all, according to State law.  Vice Mayor McGoffin then stated the timeframe is a maximum 


amount of time the City has, adding we can get it done faster, but had to put in the maximum time it would 


take with Mr. Garcia confirming this was correct.  Councilmember Sacco then stated he wanted the City to 


be a friendly business town and he wants people to say Benson is easy to do business with, adding we don’t 


have that.  Councilmember Sacco then stated that is more important than all the procedures, adding the key 


thing is to get business here in Benson, so we can hire workers and get kids off the streets.  Councilmember 


Sacco then stated we don’t have that now and all we’re interested in is developing a bunch of paper and 


laws, adding we need to conduct ourselves to be business friendly rather than all this paperwork that 


everyone has to wade through and they have to have an attorney to even understand.  Councilmember 


Sacco then stated all he is interested in is getting businesses here that are really interested in doing business 


in Benson and want to stay in Benson, adding we put people through hoops and by the time we get done, 


they are on the road saying goodbye.  Councilmember Brooks then asked if the newest version of the 


proposed chapters were posted in a public place with Mr. Garcia stating the City’s website has been kept 


up-to-date with the changes that have been made, noting changes were based on comments from 


worksessions and the documents have been published for more than a year and are readily available on the 


City’s website and in the City Clerk’s office.  Mr. Garcia then stated the proposed code initially posted was 


made a public document and is wholly the same as this edition, with the changes being edits on indentions, 


formatting and again, comments Council made at worksessions.  Councilmember Brooks then stated on 


behalf of a number of constituents and not just the ones that are here, and the people that have talked to him 


personally, they are afraid of what they have read in this, adding again he had to reiterate the consolidation 


of power in one location and stated it frightens him.  Councilmember Brooks then stated he thinks this has 


to be looked at and feels it should be done by someone outside the City.  Councilmember Brooks then 


stated Staff has done all the work and gotten it to where it is, but he thinks someone else should look at it 


and determine whether or not this will hurt the City or if they feel the City will have lawsuits coming if we 


do this, adding it’s hard for him to pass something like this on the people of this town.  Councilmember 


Sacco agreed stating he feels we need to have a third set of eyes look at this and asked if the Council was 


doing the right thing or if they are causing heartburn for people already here and for people interested in 


coming here, adding the Council needs to know those things.  Councilmember Sacco then stated our goal is 


to get more people and more businesses here.  Councilmember Brooks then stated he is concerned about 


the consolidation of power and the issue of whether this has been adopted properly, stating there are 


questions and he is concerned.  Councilmember Brooks then stated there have been some notations made 


that if someone wanted to take the City to court because of a difference of opinion on a violation the City 


claimed they had, that in the end when they got done with the court case, they wouldn’t really have any 


rights to collect any money for attorney fees, because it’s written specifically so that it would be a writ of 


centori, adding why would someone want to spend $20,000 to prove the City wrong and then not get their 


attorney’s fees back.  Mr. Garcia then stated as far as the consolidation of power concern, that is the way 


the City is running today, adding there is no change in the power dynamic anywhere in the proposed code 


and the Zoning, Building and Planning Departments have been run this way since 2007, before he was 


hired.  Mr. Garcia then stated when the change was done in 2007, the departments were consolidated and 
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the Development Services name was placed on the building, adding it was clearly the intent and was the 


same way he was instructed to run the department.  Councilmember Brooks stated there were actually 


individuals that, if someone had a problem with one person, they could go to the other and he might 


understand what the customer or property owner was speaking about and could then work that out with the 


other department, but in this case, the City would have one person and if that person disagreed, then the 


customer or property owner was done.  Mr. Garcia then stated since 2007, there had only been one person 


overseeing the three divisions within the department, so what he was trying to clarify is there is no change 


in the dynamics anywhere in the proposed code, besides the name change, adding everything else remains 


the same, so the phobia about the consolidation of power shouldn’t exist, since the department is organized 


this way today and has been since 2007.  Vice Mayor McGoffin then stated she was on the City Council 


when they consolidated all of that into one department because at that time and to this present day, she felt 


that if a customer or a citizen had a question, they should be able to go to one person and didn’t feel they 


should have to go to one person for this and another person for that and so on, adding before the 


consolidation, customers would go to different staff members and get different answers.  Vice Mayor 


McGoffin then stated the Council consolidated the departments and tried to make the process as 


streamlined as possible and everyone would have to admit, the process is much better now than it was in 


2007.  Vice Mayor McGoffin then stated she agrees we want to bring businesses to Benson, however, she 


didn’t want business to come to the City at the expense of the public that is already here, adding she wants 


businesses to come, but she wants them to follow rules and statutes and do things the correct way so they 


will benefit the City, instead of having them come to Benson because it is easy and they can get away with 


not meeting requirements.  Vice Mayor McGoffin then stated the City used to be worse than Pima County, 


where it took up to 2 years to get anything done and we’ve come a long way in making things better.  Vice 


Mayor McGoffin then stated the Council has been looking at the proposed code for about a year, the public 


voiced their opinions and the Council made some changes, adding a lot of the proposed code protects 


homeowners and business owners and she thinks the Council needs to move forward.  Councilmember 


Moncada stated he knew he sounded like a broken record, but he didn’t support the historical requirements 


for 4th Street to look like it was built between 1880 and 1920, adding the requirements don’t affect safety 


and are purely for aesthetics.  Councilmember Moncada then stated it’s hard enough on businesses in that 


area and he feels the City should work with them on anything that isn’t a life safety issue, adding he feels 


the historical requirements should be removed from the proposed code.  Councilmember Moncada then 


stated another section he has concerns about it blight, stating the concern isn’t with Mr. Garcia, but with the 


way it’s written with paint peeling and Mr. Garcia’s comment about window screens being a life safety 


issue, adding he doesn’t view them as a life safety issue even though he knows what Mr. Garcia’s 


reasoning is, but he wants to see how it is enforced.  Mr. Garcia then stated the historical requirements for 


4th Street could be removed from the proposed code, adding the only reason it was included is because the 


City needed to let the applicant know, ahead of time, everything they would need for the permit process so 


it was carried over from the existing Zoning Regulations.  Mr. Garcia then stated removing it doesn’t affect 


the validity of the proposed code, adding the Zoning Regulations will be coming to the Council in the 


future and if Council would like to exclude that requirement, they could do so.  Councilmember Maldonado 


then stated he had concerns about older vehicles, stating people get attached to vehicles even though they 


may need a few things in order to run.  Mr. Garcia then stated the provisions in the proposal were trying to 


establish a minimum standard of what is reasonable for a residential type property or even a commercial 


property and if the Council were to change the number of vehicles allowed, it would be up to them, adding 


the proposed number came from researching other municipalities.  Councilmember Maldonado then stated 


that Mr. Garcia had mentioned the proposed code being better for the public than the current code and 


asked Mr. Garcia to explain that.  Mr. Garcia then stated the proposed code has many of the same 


provisions that are in the current City Code, but it also clarifies many things that were not clearly defined in 


the current code.  Mr. Garcia then stated the proposed code also refines the enforcement process, adding the 


current City Code mandates using the magistrate court after the initial 30-day notice of violation is not 


remedied.  Mr. Garcia then stated he thought that process was too harsh and wasn’t really harboring 


compliance, but was more of a strong-arm, so he took a step back and created an administrative process, 


including a civil and criminal process if the violation can’t be remedied at the initial voluntary compliance 


stage, adding this way it allows the City to be more user-friendly and allows the City to have a conversation 


with the public rather than just taking them straight to court.  Mr. Garcia then stated the intent was to make 
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the code more user-friendly and also to codify the organization, adding everyone has recognized the way 


the Building, Planning and Zoning Departments have been run.  Mr. Garcia then stated in looking at the 


enforcement process, there are a lot of deficiencies in the current code and a lot of City resources were used 


but with the deficiencies, it was hard to gain compliance, so the process was redefined and made clearer so 


the City could have the authority to move forward on enforcement, which should help gain compliance.  


Councilmember Maldonado stated he knew there had been an individual coming in about bushes he wanted 


removed and the City couldn’t enforce it with Mr. Garcia stating that situation was similar to vacant 


undisturbed land, so for the City to mandate the clearing of an adjacent property for viewing purposes and 


still be enforcing the code consistently across the City, we would have to strip everything from Kartchner 


Caverns this way and that was not the way the code was intended to be used, adding it was a 


misunderstanding of the way the code was adopted or the way the code was being enforced.  


Councilmember Moncada then asked about the section regarding inoperable vehicles, stating the proposed 


code allows 2 inoperable vehicles.  Mr. Garcia stated the code addressed the restoration of vehicles and we 


do understand there may be 2 cars the property owner is going to restore into 1, adding the proposed code is 


looking at a vehicle graveyard, with disabled vehicles in a residential lot, right next to another property 


owner, adding that is not the property owner’s expectation of a residential lot and we are trying to create 


uniformity across the City.  Councilmember Moncada then asked for clarification on a violation of this 


section with Mr. Garcia stating if there is a vehicle that is habitually not running on a property, it will 


constitute a public nuisance because it’s adversely affecting adjacent properties.  Mr. Garcia then stated the 


number of vehicles is variable and is up to Council, adding he was proposing a minimum standard for the 


City.  Mayor King then asked about property with grass or weeds higher than 10 inches and the difference 


in residential or vacant lots with Mr. Garcia stating the intent for any vacant lot in a residential zoning 


district is the property owner is expected to maintain weeds in excess of 10 inches to minimize the fire 


danger, adding what it is not intended to overcome is a property that is rural in nature, adding if your 


property is rural in nature, you’re not expected to have the adjacent property cleared.  Mr. Garcia then 


stated every homeowner has the responsibility to protect their properties from fire and the City tries to set a 


minimum standard and to have your neighbor comply with that minimum standard.  Mayor King then 


asked about smoke, stating he understands smoke bothers some people, but felt it shouldn’t be a violation 


to bar-b-que or have a fire pit in his yard, adding some people are offended by the smell with Mr. Garcia 


stating the proposed code addresses this in Section 7-4-5 and does not apply to bar-b-que grills, but applies 


to buildings that produce conditions that are hazardous to your health, adding someone’s annoyance of a 


fume may not be constituted as a hazard to their health, unless you are burning something that is hazardous, 


in which case the City would want to be able to address that issue.  Mayor King then asked about the 


proposed code affecting surrounding communities or businesses outside the City limits that may be 


producing hazardous fumes with Mr. Garcia stating the proposed code would only apply inside the City 


limits and the City would only have governance over the corporate limits of the City.  Mayor King 


expressed concern over this section with Mr. Garcia stating it would only apply if the smoke or fumes were 


detrimental to the health of individuals or the public.  Councilmember Brooks then stated it is for someone 


burning plastic or something toxic with Mayor King stating he understood that, but was concerned how it 


may be interpreted by the next building official or inspector.  Mr. Garcia stated this is why he made the 


proposed code as explicit as possible, adding it was for a reasonable person of normal sensitivity.    


Councilmember Maldonado then asked about a business owner being turned in for a violation by someone 


who was mad at the business owner and what type of recourse the business owner would have with Mr. 


Garcia stating if the City were to receive a complaint of a violation by a business, we would go and have a 


conversation with them, saying the City received a complaint and we would request consent to perform an 


inspection.  Mr. Garcia then stated if the City did not gain consent, the City would have to decide whether 


or not to move forward with obtaining a search warrant through the proper procedure.  Councilmember 


Maldonado asked how much credibility the City gave a complaint and asked if the person making the 


complaint had to sign anything doing so with Mr. Garcia stating the City has a complaint form we request 


to be filled out for complaints and the City then opens an investigation from there, adding everyone is 


innocent until proven guilty, so the City tries to gain information and would request consent to be able to 


enter the property to perform an inspection.  Councilmember Maldonado then asked if the business owner 


was turned in for no reason, what kind of recourse they would have with Mr. Garcia stating if no violations 


were found, he would notify the person who made the complaint and let them know the City inspected the 
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premises and found no violations of any of our City Codes and would be closing the file.  Councilmember 


Maldonado asked again if the business owner would have any recourse on the person who made the 


complaint with Mr. Garcia stating the City would not get involved in civil disputes between property 


owners.  Mr. Massee then stated if the City received a complaint, we would go to the business owner and if 


the business owner refused consent, which is his right, at that point, the inspector or Director of 


Development Services would have to look at the evidence and maybe consult with the City Attorney and 


determine if the City has enough to go forward to obtain a warrant.  Mr. Massee then stated if all the City 


has is one report and nothing else corroborates it, maybe we stop right there and don’t even try to get a 


warrant because that’s not very compelling, but if there are other ways of trying to corroborate that 


evidence, and the City thinks the complaint looks pretty solid, at that point, we’d put it all together in a 


written affidavit that has to be sworn to by someone and we’d present that affidavit to a judge, adding then 


it would be for the judge to make the call on whether the inspection goes forward pursuant to a search 


warrant or not.  Councilmember Maldonado then stated the proposed code then protects the property owner 


or the business owner more than the current code does with Mr. Massee agreeing stating there are a lot of 


procedural protections written in the proposed code.  Councilmember Brooks then stated Councilmember 


Moncada brought up a good point when he mentioned blight and asked what type of homes the City would 


be looking at for enforcement, adding his concern is that if you find something in a home that you want to 


investigate, you will cite them and if they don’t agree with the way it was done or that it is a violation, then 


the City can just write them up for all kinds of violations.  Mr. Garcia then stated the types of structures that 


will be targeted are dilapidated structures that pose a hazard to life, health and safety.  Councilmember 


Brooks then asked if he turned someone in for a rotted front eve, that may fall down and hit someone, if 


that was something they could be cited for with Mr. Garcia stating no, as there is a lot more integrity in a 


piece of wood than people think, adding what he would be looking at were blighted conditions that are 


hazardous to the public.  Councilmember Brooks then stated he didn’t know how much it would cost to 


have a service look at the proposed code, but a lot of the people he spoke with would feel a lot more 


comfortable if some outside service gave their blessing on the proposed code, since it was all written 


internally with sections of code being obtained from other jurisdictions and put together into a menagerie, 


adding whether they work together or not is not proven.  Councilmember Brooks then stated there could be 


lawsuits and people are very concerned about it, so he thinks an outside service reviewing the proposed 


code would be good, adding he’s not proposing the City spend a lot of money, but there are services out 


there that do this, going through City codes and regulations, making sure they flow together and it’s not 


infringing on people’s rights.  Councilmember Brooks then stated he thinks it would also go a long way to 


having citizens trusting the government if we did that instead of just passing a code because we can or 


because we can’t see how it’s going to affect us in the future.  Councilmember Brooks then stated right 


now, he isn’t comfortable with the proposed code and thinks we need to have someone look at it, adding he 


feels he owes that to the people who elected him.  Mayor King then stated there was a motion on the floor.  


Mr. Massee then addressed Council stating the resolution before Council makes these two documents a 


public record; it does not adopt them, but only makes them public documents, adding the next item 


addresses adopting the proposed codes.  Mr. Massee then stated the standing motion is to deny the 


resolution, adding he would rather have an affirmative action motion, but if the motion to deny the 


resolution fails to pass, as parliamentarian, he would request another motion for affirmative action, adding 


just because a motion to not approve a resolution fails, it would not mean by the negative implication that it 


did, indeed, pass.  Mayor King then asked Councilmember Brooks if he would like to amend his motion to 


an affirmative action with Councilmember Brooks stating his motion is to not adopt the proposed codes, 


adding he could alter it to the point of having the documents reviewed by an outside agency, but he would 


not change his motion to not adopt them because he thinks they need to be looked at.  Mr. Massee then 


stated the motion, as is, really addresses the next item, which is adopting the proposed codes and stated this 


item is a resolution declaring the proposed codes as public documents, adding if Councilmember Brooks 


wants to deny making the proposed codes public records, then it would be clear he was addressing the 


current item.  Councilmember Brooks stated he would leave his motion as stands.  Mayor King then called 


for a vote on the motion to deny Resolution 4-2013.  Motion failed 5-1 with Mayor King, Vice Mayor 


McGoffin, Councilmembers Lambert, Maldonado and Moncada voting nay and Councilmember Sacco 


abstaining.  Mr. Massee then stated this did not mean the resolution passed.  Mayor King stated he was 


getting the feeling some of the proposed code was acceptable, but there was a lot that wasn’t and he felt the 







Page 13 of 14 


Council should look at this issue again, with comments from the public, Staff and Council being kept in 


mind, and then the Council could bring the issue back for action.  Mayor King then moved to table 


Resolution 4-2013.  Seconded by Councilmember Sacco.  Councilmember Lambert asked Mayor King if 


he could ask him to amend his motion to include sending the proposed codes to an outside service for 


review before it came back to Council for action with Mayor King stating he would amend his motion as 


such.  Amended motion seconded by Councilmember Sacco.  Motion passed 5-2 with Vice Mayor 


McGoffin and Councilmember Moncada voting nay.                                  


 


4. Ordinance 563 of the Mayor and Council of the City of Benson, Arizona, adopting Amended City 


Code Chapter 7 “Development Services” and new City Code Chapter 7.1 “Administrative 


Hearings”; deleting current City Code Chapter 7 “Building” and Article 9-2 “Public Nuisances and 


Property Maintenance”; and creating a penalty for violations thereof                             


 


Mayor King moved to table Ordinance 563 in conjunction with Resolution 4-2013.  Seconded by 


Councilmember Maldonado.  Motion passed 5-2 with Vice Mayor McGoffin and Councilmember Moncada 


voting nay.  Mayor King then stated the Council would take a brief break at 9:15 p.m. and reconvened at 


9:23 p.m.  Mayor King then stated the Council would address Agenda Item 8. 


 


8. Review of City Finances with emphasis on December, 2012 financial results, the City’s financial 


position at December 31, 2012, and discussion of expected future net revenue streams  
 


Councilmember Brooks moved to table this item until the next Council meeting.  Seconded by 


Councilmember Maldonado.  Motion passed 7-0.    


 


5. Resolution 5-2013 of the Mayor and Council of the City of Benson, Arizona, approving a schedule for 


fees relating to Recreation Services                             


 


City Manager Glenn Nichols stated with the adjustment of the school year, the Recreation Department is 


recommending a reduction in the seasonal swimming passes.  Mr. Nichols then stated the other proposed 


change in this section is the correction of the title from Recreation Manager to Recreation Coordinator.  


Councilmember Moncada moved to approve Resolution 5-2013.  Seconded by Mayor King.  Motion 


passed 7-0.    


  


6. Resolution 6-2013 of the Mayor and Council of the City of Benson, Arizona, accepting and approving 


a Grant Agreement with the State of Arizona Department of Transportation Aeronautics Division 


for Improvements at the Benson Municipal Airport (E3F2X-01C)   


 


Public Works Director Brad Hamilton addressed Council stating this item is a matching grant for the 


current FAA grant project being completed at the airport.  Mr. Hamilton stated the grant award reduces the 


City’s share from $32,600 to $16,300.  Vice Mayor McGoffin moved to approve Resolution 6-2013.  


Seconded by Councilmember Moncada.  Motion passed 7-0.    


 


7. Discussion and possible action regarding the recruitment for the position of a City Manager    


                  


Mayor King stated in the past, the City had spent an average of $3,500 to advertise the position of City 


Manager, adding the proposal from the League of Arizona Cities and Towns includes advertising, 


recruiting, performing background checks, providing interview questions and conducting interviews, as 


well as providing a sample contract with Council direction.  Councilmember Moncada stated he had spoken 


to Mr. Ken Strobeck, the Executive Director at the League and was told the League would advertise, take 


applications and screen them down to the Council’s pre-selected number, adding the League recommends 


12 candidates.  Councilmember Moncada then stated the League would perform background investigations 


on the final candidates and Council could then interview from there.  Councilmember Moncada then stated 


he thinks it is better to utilize this service from the League.  Councilmember Brooks agreed stating he 


thought the League would be able to advertise throughout Arizona and make the position available to other 
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City Managers who may be thinking of leaving their current town.  Councilmember Brooks then stated the 


League has a well-known name and he felt it was a good one-stop way to get a good selection of candidates 


to look at.  Councilmember Lambert then stated he thought the City could save the money and use one of 


the Department Heads as an Interim City Manager so the Council could consider the matter a little longer.    


Councilmember Moncada then stated he felt skimping on a City Manager was probably the worst thing a 


Councilmember could do, adding he thinks the City should utilize the recruitment service of the League 


and if City Department Heads were interested in the position, he would encourage them to apply, but he felt 


the Council needed to consider all options.  Vice Mayor McGoffin then stated she had been through the 


hiring process for a City Manager twice and thought utilizing the League’s service was a great idea, adding 


this way, a professional who has the time will be able to narrow the candidates down to decent applicants 


and perform background checks.  Vice Mayor McGoffin then stated if Department Heads are interested, 


they could apply and if the Council didn’t complete the hiring process in time, the Council could possibly 


look internally and utilize a Department Head as an Interim City Manager.  Mayor King agreed.  Vice 


Mayor McGoffin then moved to approve using the League of Arizona Cities and Towns’ recruitment 


process for the City Manager position.  Seconded by Councilmember Maldonado.  Councilmember Brooks 


asked about the number of candidates the Council would like to have from the League with Vice Mayor 


McGoffin stating the League advertises nationally and the Council agreeing 12 candidates was a good 


number.  Councilmember Moncada then stated the League performed this service for 5 cities or towns in 


Arizona last year so they have refined the process and know the previous candidates.  City Manager Glenn 


Nichols then stated the League would be meeting with the Council to review the recruitment process and 


develop a position profile and an advertisement and Council could review the details at that time.  Mayor 


King then called for a vote.  Motion passed 6-1 with Councilmember Lambert voting nay.     


   


8. Review of City Finances with emphasis on December, 2012 financial results, the City’s financial 


position at December 31, 2012, and discussion of expected future net revenue streams  


 


This item was addressed after Agenda item 4.  See above for action.  


 


DEPARTMENT REPORTS:  None 


 


ADJOURNMENT:  
 


Vice Mayor McGoffin moved to adjourn at 9:33 p.m.  Seconded by Councilmember Moncada.  Motion 


passed 7-0. 


 


 


 


                 ____________________________ 


                 Toney D. King, Sr., Mayor 


  ATTEST: 


 


  ____________________________   


  Vicki L. Vivian, CMC, City Clerk 


 







                                                                                                                                                                                  
             


      


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Discussion:  
 
Attached is a list of large and/or unusual invoices processed by the Finance Department during the period from 
February 1, 2013, through February 13, 2013.  The total of the invoices is $223,071.68.  
 
Unusual and large invoices consist of the following: 
 


Arizona Public Safety Retirement Bi-weekly Public Safety Retirement 8,888.32      


Arizona State Retirement Bi-weekly Retirement Contribution 23,810.50    


Shell Energy Monthly Natural Gas Purchase 48,570.99    


Rikertek Cameras for Transit Buses 4,663.50      


Rikertek IT services 4,770.00      


Diggins & Sons Power Sweeping January Street Sweeps 1,900.00      


Health Net Monthly Employee Health Insurance 42,441.94    


Sleuth Software Annual Software Support for Police Dept 8,120.88      


Benson Ace Hardware Maintenance and Supplies 3,058.12      


Cochise Stone LLC Infield Mix for Lions Park Softball Field 4,626.75      


D&J Towing Workman Maintenance Trucks for Golf Course 4,800.00      


Stantec Consulting Services Emergency Generator Project (Grant) 5,257.00      


Voyager Fleet Systems Inc Monthly Vehicle Fuel for City Vehicles 8,875.45      


169,783.45  


76%


TOTAL LARGE INVOICES


Invoices listed above as a percentage of all invoices processed  
 
 
 


 


 


Staff Recommendation: 
 
Approval of invoices processed for the period from February 1, 2013 through February 13, 2013 
 
 
 
 
 


To: Mayor and Council                         Consent Agenda Item # 1b 
                                               
From: Megan Moreno, Deputy Finance Director 
           
 
 


 


 


Subject: 
 
Invoices processed for the period from February 1, 2013 through February 13, 2013 
 
 


City of  Benson 
      City Council Communication  
 
Regular Meeting                          February 25, 2013 
 







CITY OF BENSON Check Register - Summary Page:     1


Check Issue Dates: 2/1/2013 - 2/13/2013 Feb 14, 2013  10:20AM


Report Criteria:


Report type:  Summary


Check.Type = {<>} "Adjustment"


GL Period Check Issue Date Check Number Vendor Number Payee Check GL Account Amount


02/13 02/01/2013 1077 7007 TASC 1020200 372.89 M


02/13 02/01/2013 1078 1490 AZ STATE RETIREMENT    ACC REC 1020200 23,810.50 M


02/13 02/04/2013 5018 3078 SHELL ENERGY NORTH AMERICA 1020200 48,570.99 M


02/13 02/01/2013 38226 8913 ALBERT ESTAVILLO 1020200 200.00


02/13 02/01/2013 38227 5551 ANICLETO D MALDONADO 1020200 200.00


02/13 02/01/2013 38228 1430 AZ PUBLIC SAFETY RETIREMENT 1020200 8,888.32


02/13 02/01/2013 38229 2071 BENSON LUMBER & SUPPLY LLC 1020200 1,135.36


02/13 02/01/2013 38230 2160 BENSON VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT INC 1020200 5,000.00


02/13 02/01/2013 38231 2562 BRIAN K ORMSBY 1020200 189.00


02/13 02/01/2013 38232 2336 BTCO 1020200 800.00


02/13 02/01/2013 38233 2599 CENTURYLINK 1020200 41.89


02/13 02/01/2013 38234 2784 CNG 1020200 820.00


02/13 02/01/2013 38235 3050 COMMUNITY FOOD PANTRY OF 1020200 130.00


02/13 02/01/2013 38236 3119 COX COMMUNICATIONS 1020200 392.12


02/13 02/01/2013 38237 3975 GEOFFREY MCGOFFIN 1020200 200.00


02/13 02/01/2013 38238 4130 GURSTEL CHARGO PA 1020200 186.26


02/13 02/01/2013 38239 8909 HAMILTON, RICHARD 1020200 200.00


02/13 02/01/2013 38240 4193 HAMMEROFF LAW GROUP PC 1020200 222.46


02/13 02/01/2013 38241 7895 JAMES HANSEN JR. 1020200 200.00


02/13 02/01/2013 38242 4508 JAY TOMERLIN 1020200 40.00


02/13 02/01/2013 38243 4505 JERRY FINK 1020200 200.00


02/13 02/01/2013 38244 8914 JOE ROTHERMICH 1020200 200.00


02/13 02/01/2013 38245 4840 LARRY NAPIER 1020200 200.00


02/13 02/01/2013 38246 4958 LORENE WHALEY 1020200 567.27


02/13 02/01/2013 38247 4349 MARK DREHOBL 1020200 40.00


02/13 02/01/2013 38248 5157 MARYLAND CHILD SUPPORT ACCOUNT 1020200 69.81


02/13 02/01/2013 38249 5191 MAX JONES 1020200 200.00


02/13 02/01/2013 38250 5495 NATIONWIDE RETIREMENT SOLUTION 1020200 1,200.00


02/13 02/01/2013 38251 6133 RANDALL GALLEANO 1020200 35.00


02/13 02/01/2013 38252 6144 RAY JOHNSON II 1020200 200.00


02/13 02/01/2013 38253 6252 RIKERTEK 1020200 4,770.00


02/13 02/01/2013 38254 6777 SOUTHWESTERN AVIATION LLC 1020200 1,000.00


02/13 02/01/2013 38255 2791 SUPPORT PAYMENT CLEARINGHOUSE 1020200 828.17


02/13 02/01/2013 38256 8907 THELANDER, JAMES 1020200 200.00


02/13 02/01/2013 38257 7667 VERIZON WIRELESS 1020200 400.10


02/13 02/01/2013 38258 7685 WASHINGTON STATE SUPPORT REGISTRY 1020200 115.38


02/13 02/04/2013 38259 1027 A&M PERSONNEL SERVICES LTD 1020200 431.36


02/13 02/04/2013 38260 1130 AMERICAN FAMILY LIFE ASSURANCE 1020200 1,858.76


02/13 02/04/2013 38261 1063 ANIMAL RURAL KLINIC 1020200 235.00


02/13 02/04/2013 38262 1415 ARIZONA MACHINERY 1020200 94.12


02/13 02/04/2013 38263 1506 ARNOLD'S FLOWERS & GIFTS 1020200 114.13


02/13 02/04/2013 38264 1901 BARNETTS PROPANE 1020200 32.45


02/13 02/04/2013 38265 1924 BEAVEX, INC 1020200 92.40


02/13 02/04/2013 38266 2020 BENSON HOSPITAL 1020200 150.00


02/13 02/04/2013 38267 2599 CENTURYLINK 1020200 99.17


02/13 02/04/2013 38268 2667 CHERI SHULL 1020200 169.25


02/13 02/04/2013 38269 2750 CITY OF BENSON - UTILITIES 1020200 33.82


02/13 02/04/2013 38270 2970 COLONIAL LIFE ASSURANCE 1020200 88.43


02/13 02/04/2013 38271 3057 COMPLETE CARPET CLEANING LLC 1020200 80.00


02/13 02/04/2013 38272 3119 COX COMMUNICATIONS 1020200 41.01


02/13 02/04/2013 38273 3410 DIGGINS & SONS POWER SWEEPING 1020200 1,900.00


02/13 02/04/2013 38274 3421 DIRECTV 1020200 160.99


02/13 02/04/2013 38275 3610 EMPIRE SOUTHWEST, LLC 1020200 304.31


M = Manual Check, V = Void Check
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GL Period Check Issue Date Check Number Vendor Number Payee Check GL Account Amount


02/13 02/04/2013 38276 1923 GARDNER MEDIA LLC 1020200 106.73


02/13 02/04/2013 38277 3983 GEORGE'S AUTOMOTIVE 1020200 455.27


02/13 02/04/2013 38278 3995 GIANT ELECTRIC CORPORATION 1020200 95.83


02/13 02/04/2013 38279 4239 HEALTH NET LIFE INS CO 1020200 42,441.94


02/13 02/04/2013 38280 4332 HUMANA 1020200 659.33


02/13 02/04/2013 38281 4933 ICC 1020200 46.21


02/13 02/04/2013 38282 4372 INDUSTRIAL METAL SUPPLY COMPANY 1020200 61.18


02/13 02/04/2013 38283 11359 JAMES R PIERCE 1020200 32.35


02/13 02/04/2013 38284 4506 JASON SANTO 1020200 37.51


02/13 02/04/2013 38285 4508 JAY TOMERLIN 1020200 2,105.69


02/13 02/04/2013 38286 4954 LN CURTIS & SONS 1020200 228.71


02/13 02/04/2013 38287 5213 MCNEILS CUSTOM ENGRAVING 1020200 201.88


02/13 02/04/2013 38288 5265 MESCAL HEATING AND 1020200 147.50


02/13 02/04/2013 38289 6010 PRINCIPAL LIFE 1020200 1,056.00


02/13 02/04/2013 38290 7731 PURCELL WESTERN STATES TIRE 1020200 880.14


02/13 02/04/2013 38291 6075 PURCHASE POWER 1020200 1,000.00


02/13 02/04/2013 38292 6180 RECORDED BOOKS, LLC 1020200 19.85


02/13 02/04/2013 38293 6356 SAFARI MICRO INC 1020200 1,305.60


02/13 02/04/2013 38294 6802 STAMBACK SEPTIC SERVICE 1020200 208.24


02/13 02/04/2013 38295 7253 TITLEIST 1020200 2,080.53


02/13 02/04/2013 38296 7402 US FOODSERVICE INC 1020200 1,816.97


02/13 02/04/2013 38297 7652 VISION SERVICE PLAN 1020200 159.72


02/13 02/04/2013 38298 7675 WAL-MART BUSINESS 1020200 1,001.71


02/13 02/06/2013 38299 4126 GUARDIAN EMS 1020200 101.75


02/13 02/06/2013 38300 5454 NATIONAL BANK OF ARIZONA 1020200 2,263.16


02/13 02/06/2013 38301 6252 RIKERTEK 1020200 4,663.50


02/13 02/06/2013 38302 6721 SLEUTH SOFTWARE 1020200 8,120.88


02/13 02/08/2013 38303 1027 A&M PERSONNEL SERVICES LTD 1020200 431.36


02/13 02/08/2013 38304 1640 AACOP 1020200 125.00


02/13 02/08/2013 38305 1077 AFFORDABLE ALTERNATIVES INC 1020200 45.35


02/13 02/08/2013 38306 1320 ARIZONA DAILY STAR 1020200 332.74


02/13 02/08/2013 38307 1950 BENSON ACE HARDWARE 1020200 3,058.12


02/13 02/08/2013 38308 2180 BESTWAY ELECTRIC MOTOR SERVICE 1020200 719.41


02/13 02/08/2013 38309 2289 BORDER STATES ELECTRIC SUPPLY 1020200 845.29


02/13 02/08/2013 38310 2350 BUG-WISER EXTERMINATING CO 1020200 1,181.00


02/13 02/08/2013 38311 2632 CES 1020200 121.10


02/13 02/08/2013 38312 2750 CITY OF BENSON - UTILITIES 1020200 2,471.35


02/13 02/08/2013 38313 2831 CMI,  INC. 1020200 66.26


02/13 02/08/2013 38314 2924 COCHISE STONE LLC 1020200 4,626.75


02/13 02/08/2013 38315 3345 D & J TOWING 1020200 4,800.00


02/13 02/08/2013 38316 3460 DUNLAP OIL COMPANY INC 1020200 1,962.69


02/13 02/08/2013 38317 3648 ESG CORP 1020200 2,900.00


02/13 02/08/2013 38318 4085 GRAINGER 1020200 112.27


02/13 02/08/2013 38319 4126 GUARDIAN EMS 1020200 496.67


02/13 02/08/2013 38320 4094 H & E EQUIPMENT SERVICES 1020200 317.80


02/13 02/08/2013 38321 11360 IDA PAPPAS 1020200 7.39


02/13 02/08/2013 38322 4907 LEGEND TECHNICAL SERVICES 1020200 246.00


02/13 02/08/2013 38323 5645 OFFICE DEPOT, INC 1020200 292.69


02/13 02/08/2013 38324 6073 PUMPKIN BOOKS 1020200 111.54


02/13 02/08/2013 38325 6180 RECORDED BOOKS, LLC 1020200 198.00


02/13 02/08/2013 38326 6252 RIKERTEK 1020200 1,005.00


02/13 02/08/2013 38327 6409 SALEM 1020200 100.00


02/13 02/08/2013 38328 6841 STANTEC CONSULTING SVCS, INC. 1020200 5,257.00


02/13 02/08/2013 38329 7027 TECHXTEND 1020200 1,059.60


02/13 02/08/2013 38330 7493 UNIFIRST CORPORATION 1020200 1,157.15


02/13 02/08/2013 38331 7510 UNITED FIRE EQUIPMENT COMPANY 1020200 282.18


02/13 02/08/2013 38332 5211 VERIZON BUSINESS 1020200 225.59


M = Manual Check, V = Void Check
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02/13 02/08/2013 38333 7667 VERIZON WIRELESS 1020200 359.70


02/13 02/08/2013 38334 7671 VOYAGER FLEET SYSTEMS INC 1020200 8,875.45


02/13 02/08/2013 38335 7712 WEST PAYMENT CENTER 1020200 272.33


          Grand Totals:  223,071.68


Summary by General Ledger Account Number


GL Account Debit Credit Proof


1020200 .00 223,071.68- 223,071.68-


10-22250 25,010.50 .00 25,010.50


10-22255 8,888.32 .00 8,888.32


10-22265 1,422.08 .00 1,422.08


10-22280 43,948.44 .00 43,948.44


10-22281 1,858.76 .00 1,858.76


10-22282 88.43 .00 88.43


10-22285 659.33 .00 659.33


10-22287 159.72 .00 159.72


10-22290 1,056.00 .00 1,056.00


10-22292 372.89 .00 372.89


10-41-230 127.50 .00 127.50


10-41-310 164.13 .00 164.13


10-41-330 2,010.00 .00 2,010.00


10-41-335 88.00 .00 88.00


10-41-410 21.92 .00 21.92


10-41-415 75.22 .00 75.22


10-41-430 433.47 .00 433.47


10-41-470 27.60 .00 27.60


10-41-542 332.74 .00 332.74


10-41-620 1,000.00 .00 1,000.00


10-41-630 29.56 .00 29.56


10-41-635 1,344.60 .00 1,344.60


10-41-640 219.81 .00 219.81


10-41-660 341.33 .00 341.33


10-41-705 567.27 .00 567.27


10-42-580 14.57 .00 14.57


10-42-591 57.96 .00 57.96


10-43-330 67.50 .00 67.50


10-43-340 46.21 .00 46.21


10-43-470 27.60 .00 27.60


10-43-610 21.79 .00 21.79


10-43-640 32.06 .00 32.06


10-43-660 117.08 .00 117.08


10-45-300 8,145.88 .00 8,145.88


10-45-320 10.25 .00 10.25


10-45-330 1,130.00 .00 1,130.00


10-45-410 345.07 .00 345.07


10-45-415 542.73 .00 542.73


10-45-430 123.62 .00 123.62


10-45-580 20.00 .00 20.00


10-45-590 320.00 .00 320.00


10-45-595 140.00 .00 140.00


10-45-610 249.21 .00 249.21


10-45-640 251.18 .00 251.18


M = Manual Check, V = Void Check
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10-45-660 2,872.46 .00 2,872.46


10-45-670 455.27 .00 455.27


10-45-710 1,105.00 .00 1,105.00


10-46-300 5,000.00 .00 5,000.00


10-46-430 35.02 .00 35.02


10-46-432 114.19 .00 114.19


10-46-640 500.19 .00 500.19


10-46-650 804.66 .00 804.66


10-46-660 718.79 .00 718.79


10-46-670 380.75 .00 380.75


10-46-703 394.14 .00 394.14


10-49-415 272.70 .00 272.70


10-49-430 88.31 .00 88.31


10-49-630 1,365.56 .00 1,365.56


10-49-640 123.21 .00 123.21


10-49-696 436.12 .00 436.12


10-50-410 126.85 .00 126.85


10-50-415 119.42 .00 119.42


10-50-430 185.38 .00 185.38


10-50-470 80.72 .00 80.72


10-50-640 699.52 .00 699.52


10-50-660 674.88 .00 674.88


10-56-300 1,316.00 .00 1,316.00


10-56-330 135.00 .00 135.00


10-56-340 195.00 .00 195.00


10-56-610 60.98 .00 60.98


10-57-415 41.01 .00 41.01


10-57-430 61.18 .00 61.18


10-57-432 35.28 .00 35.28


10-57-640 5.63 .00 5.63


10-57-642 4.32 .00 4.32


10-57-660 21.65 .00 21.65


10-58-520 16.41 .00 16.41


10-58-545 130.00 .00 130.00


10-58-546 27.54 .00 27.54


10-60-430 37.00 .00 37.00


10-60-540 800.00 .00 800.00


10-60-580 32.93 .00 32.93


10-60-640 84.80 .00 84.80


10-61-300 272.33 .00 272.33


10-61-580 12.53 .00 12.53


10-61-610 10.83 .00 10.83


10-62-330 652.50 .00 652.50


10-62-590 30.00 .00 30.00


10-64-330 45.00 .00 45.00


10-65-410 604.04 .00 604.04


10-65-415 7.74 .00 7.74


10-65-430 126.64 .00 126.64


10-65-640 351.56 .00 351.56


10-65-650 125.95 .00 125.95


10-65-660 106.16 .00 106.16


14-40-340 136.53 .00 136.53


14-40-415 99.17 .00 99.17


14-40-640 32.72 .00 32.72


14-40-660 2,008.35 .00 2,008.35


14-40-670 385.00 .00 385.00


14-40-705 4,663.50 .00 4,663.50


M = Manual Check, V = Void Check
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Check Issue Dates: 2/1/2013 - 2/13/2013 Feb 14, 2013  10:20AM


GL Account Debit Credit Proof


15-40-057 628.40 .00 628.40


15-40-065 5,700.73 .00 5,700.73


15-40-075 175.00 .00 175.00


15-40-082 5.09 .00 5.09


20-40-300 2,915.24 .00 2,915.24


20-40-430 177.90 .00 177.90


20-40-470 109.36 .00 109.36


20-40-640 193.57 .00 193.57


20-40-660 880.92 .00 880.92


46-41-718 5,257.00 .00 5,257.00


46-46-100 359.70 .00 359.70


50-12500 7.39 .00 7.39


50-22900 32.35 .00 32.35


50-40-340 43.44 .00 43.44


50-40-430 77.22 .00 77.22


50-40-470 141.52 .00 141.52


50-40-602 48,570.99 .00 48,570.99


50-40-610 117.45 .00 117.45


50-40-640 317.05 .00 317.05


50-40-660 1,426.33 .00 1,426.33


50-40-670 60.00 .00 60.00


51-22900 37.51 .00 37.51


51-40-300 862.72 .00 862.72


51-40-301 201.00 .00 201.00


51-40-340 43.44 .00 43.44


51-40-430 46.67 .00 46.67


51-40-470 82.80 .00 82.80


51-40-640 367.03 .00 367.03


51-40-660 1,049.86 .00 1,049.86


52-40-300 25.00 .00 25.00


52-40-301 137.40 .00 137.40


52-40-330 135.00 .00 135.00


52-40-340 43.44 .00 43.44


52-40-410 60.75 .00 60.75


52-40-430 273.42 .00 273.42


52-40-470 82.80 .00 82.80


52-40-640 631.16 .00 631.16


52-40-660 941.26 .00 941.26


52-40-670 966.31 .00 966.31


55-40-300 60.00 .00 60.00


55-40-310 2,080.53 .00 2,080.53


55-40-340 1,698.19 .00 1,698.19


55-40-410 977.25 .00 977.25


55-40-415 40.00 .00 40.00


55-40-430 443.40 .00 443.40


55-40-600 148.99 .00 148.99


55-40-610 37.06 .00 37.06


55-40-630 62.39 .00 62.39


55-50-300 115.00 .00 115.00


55-50-410 369.29 .00 369.29


55-50-415 81.89 .00 81.89


55-50-430 776.64 .00 776.64


55-50-470 154.26 .00 154.26


55-50-600 568.35 .00 568.35


55-50-660 32.45 .00 32.45


55-50-670 94.12 .00 94.12


55-50-710 4,800.00 .00 4,800.00


M = Manual Check, V = Void Check







CITY OF BENSON Check Register - Summary Page:     6


Check Issue Dates: 2/1/2013 - 2/13/2013 Feb 14, 2013  10:20AM


GL Account Debit Credit Proof


55-60-300 189.00 .00 189.00


55-60-310 1,913.55 .00 1,913.55


55-60-415 35.00 .00 35.00


55-60-420 160.99 .00 160.99


55-60-440 40.09 .00 40.09


55-60-470 108.79 .00 108.79


55-60-605 118.98 .00 118.98


55-60-630 407.50 .00 407.50


56-40-300 1,000.00 .00 1,000.00


56-40-430 35.00 .00 35.00


70-40-660 2,200.00 .00 2,200.00


          Grand Totals:  223,071.68 223,071.68- .00


           Dated: ______________________________________________________


           Mayor: ______________________________________________________


  City Council: ______________________________________________________


                       ______________________________________________________


                       ______________________________________________________


                       ______________________________________________________


                       ______________________________________________________


                       ______________________________________________________


City Recorder: _____________________________________________________


Report Criteria:


Report type:  Summary


Check.Type = {<>} "Adjustment"


M = Manual Check, V = Void Check





		Consent 1a - CC - Minutes - 1-28-13 Regular Meeting

		1-28-13 Regular Meeting

		Consent 1b - CC - Processed Invoices 130225

		Consent 1b - Exhibit - Check Register Summary 2-1-13 thru 2-13-13






                                                                                                                                                                                  
             


      


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Discussion: 
  
The City of Benson applied for a $5,000.00 grant to the Union Pacific Railroad Foundation for a project along 
main street.  On February 8th we received a letter that we had been approved for the grant.  Zoe Richmond 
from Union Pacific is here to present the grant to the City of Benson which will allow the City to complete and 
install railroad themed murals in the area along 4th Street.  Bob Nilson, Tourism Supervisor will be coordinating 
this project. 
 
 
Note:  Ms. Richmond will also present a grant to the Benson Food Pantry. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Staff Recommendation: 
 
Information only 


To: Mayor and Council                                         Agenda Item # 2 
                                               
From: Glenn H. Nichols, City Manager 
           
 
 


 


 


Subject: 
 
Presentation by Zoe Richmond, Union Pacific Railroad, Director Public Affairs, of a grant to the City of Benson  


City of  Benson 
      City Council Communication  
 
Regular Meeting      February 25, 2013  
 








                                                                                                                                                                                  
             


      


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Discussion: 
  
Tammy Fenn, President of the Benson Bobcat Booster Club will talk about the March 16, 2013 Golf 
Tournament to benefit all Benson School Athletic Programs. 
 
 
Attached is the letter of request from the Benson Bobcat Booster Club. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Staff Recommendation: 
 
Council pleasure 


To: Mayor and Council                                         Agenda Item # 3  
                                               
From: Glenn H. Nichols, City Manager      
           
 
 


 


 


Subject: 
 
Request sponsorship of the Benson Bobcat Booster Club Golf Tournament to be held on March 16, 2013 


City of  Benson 
      City Council Communication  
 
Regular Meeting              February 25, 2013   
 







 


 


Bobcat Booster Club 
P.O. Box 260 


Benson, AZ 85602 


_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 


 


 


 


January 17, 2013 


 


To Whom it May Concern, 


 


The Benson Bobcat Booster Club is bringing back our Annual Golf Tournament to benefit the 


Benson Bobcat athletic programs.  The tournament will be held March 16, 2013 at San Pedro 


Golf Course in Benson, Arizona.  We are looking for Corporate Sponsors for this event.  There 


are three different levels of Sponsorship. They are as follows: 


 


Bronze:  $200.00 - 3’ x 5’ Banner 


Silver:    $400.00 - 3’ x 5’ Banner, plus 2 golfers from your Corporate Team paid for on 3/16/13 


Gold:     $600.00 - 3’ x 5’ Banner, plus 4 golfers from your Corporate Team paid for on 3/16/13 


 


Sponsor fees are due by March 1, 2013. Make checks payable to Benson Bobcat Booster Club 


(BBBC) P.O. Box 260, Benson AZ 85602. We will also need the Corporate Logo for the 


banners, you can e-mail that information to tfenn4@gmail.com 


 


All proceeds from the Golf Tournament will go directly to our Benson Bobcat athletes.  As you 


know, in the past few years there have been major budget cuts that have affected the athletic 


programs throughout the state.  It is the mission of the Benson Bobcat Booster Club to provide 


our student athletes with the funds they are in need of beyond what the school district is able to 


provide.  Our goal is to provide for our teams and individual athletes so that any person with the 


desire to participate in a sport will be able to regardless of their financial situation at home.   


 


Please consider becoming a Corporate Sponsor to benefit the youth of our community.  Your 


generosity will be much appreciated. 


 


If you have any questions, feel free to contact James Driggers, Benson High School Athletic 


Director at 520-720-6843, or myself at 520-221-0434. 


 


 


Thank You for Your Consideration, 


 


 


Tammy Fenn 


BBBC- President 


2012-2013 


 
 



mailto:tfenn4@gmail.com



		NB 3 - CC - Booster Club Blue Sheet

		NB 3 - Exhibit - Booster Club Golf Tourn Corp Spons Letter 2013






                                                                                                                                                                                  
             


      


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Discussion:  
 
This item is placed on the agenda by Councilmember Brooks and Councilmember Sacco.  
  
This item is for discussion and possible action to pay additional rent for lighting the two Benson billboards along 
Interstate 10. 
 
The cost per month per billboard is $75.00. 
 
 
 
 


Staff Recommendation: 
 
Council pleasure 


To: Mayor and Council                                        Agenda Item # 4  
                                               
From: Glenn H. Nichols, City Manager 
           
 
 


 


 


Subject: 
 
Discussion and possible action regarding the lighting of the Benson billboard advertisements along      
Interstate 10 
 


City of  Benson 
      City Council Communication  
 
Regular Meeting      February 25, 2013
              
 








                                                                                                                                                                                  
             


      


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Discussion:  
 
This item is on the agenda at the request of Councilmember Brooks and Councilmember Sacco. 
 
Discussion and possible action regarding the City Manager salary range.  Councilmember Brooks asked to 
discuss the salary range for the City Manager.  He voiced at the Council meeting that he wanted to revisit the 
salary range.  The existing salary range was approved as part of the total budget for the City of Benson for 
fiscal year 2012-2013. 
 
Salary Grade 72    City Manager 
 
Minimum $  89,890.12 
Midpoint $112,362.65 
Maximum $134,835.18  
 


Staff Recommendation: 
 
Council pleasure 


To: Mayor and Council                                        Agenda Item # 5  
                                               
From: Glenn H. Nichols, City Manager 
           
 
 


 


 


Subject: 
 
Discussion and possible action regarding the City Manager salary range 


City of  Benson 
      City Council Communication  
 
Regular Meeting      February 25, 2013
           
 








                                                                                                                                                                                  
             


      


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Discussion:  
 
Staff will present the attached power point slide show to summarize the results of City operations and the City’s 
financial position at January 31, 2013.  The presentation will also include a short discussion of anticipated 
future revenue streams. 
 
 
 
 


 


 


Staff Recommendation: 
 
Information only 
 
 
 
 
 


To: Mayor and Council                                         Agenda Item # 6  
                                               
From: Jim Cox, Finance Director 
            Megan Moreno, Deputy Finance Director 
 
 


 


 


Subject: 
 
Review of City Finances with emphasis on January, 2013 financial results, the City’s financial position at 
January 31, 2013 and discussion of expected future net revenue streams 
 
 
 
 


 


 


City of  Benson 
      City Council Communication  
 
Regular Meeting                February 25, 2013 
 















•Cash is +$283K at $1.7M 


•Bond Proceeds are $1.4M 


 


Cash 


•+$139K for January 


•-$268K YTD 


Fund 


Balances 


•Overall performance down slightly from 


prior year. 
Trends 







• Jan Rev. $1.202M,+$235K comp. to 2012 


•+$191K Grants, +$17K Sales Tax, +$28K 


Property Tax, -$34K Gas Revenue 
Revenues 


•$407K for Jan, +$28K comp. to 2012 


•$3.0 Million YTD 
Personnel 


•$656K for Jan, +$221K comp to 2012 


•$3.5 Million YTD, +$164K comp to 2012 
Other Costs 







•$446K for Jan, +$41K compared to 2012 


•$2.6M YTD, +$59K compared to 2012 
Revenues 


•Personnel $262K, +$24K comp. to 2012 


•Other costs $108K, +$16K comp. to 2012 


Expenditures 


•+$76K for Jan 


•-$238K YTD 
Fund Balance 







•+$58K for Jan vs 2012 


•+$27K YTD 
Gas 


•+$13K for Jan vs 2012 


•+$80K YTD 
Water 


•-$6K for Jan, -$41K YTD 


•Whetstone Fees $70K YTD 
Wastewater 







• +$6K for Jan, -$20K YTD 


• YTD turnaround of +$83K 
Financial 


• Restaurant new Hours & new Menu 


• Golf Course operations are excellent 
Operations 


• Membership continued expansion 


• Reputation is being enhanced 
Trends 







 State tax collections are steady  


 City YTD tax collections improving 


 Golf course on positive financial trend 


 Cash flow beginning to loosen 


 Overall, City financial performance is 
slightly below recent years 


 2013-2014 cash flow will be a challenge 


 City remains sound financially under 
current conditions.  Further economic 
downturn could affect soundness. 
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