
CITY OF BENSON 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
SATURDAY, January 18, 2014 – 9:00 A.M.  

A meeting of the Benson Historic Preservation Commission was held on  

Saturday, January 18, 2014 at 9:00 A.M. 

at the Benson City Hall, 

120 W. 6
th

 Street, Benson, AZ 85602 

 

            ______________________________________ 
    Vicki L. Vivian, CMC, City Clerk 

 

MINUTES 

Chair Ruth Wilson opened the meeting at 9: a.m. 

Members present:  Ruth Wilson, Joanne Sturgeon, Phyllis Little, Alwina Frega, and Gus Figueroa 

 

CALL TO THE PUBLIC: 

Michelle Johnson from the City of Benson was present, as was Gerry Thompson from the 

Benson Museum, and Kim Lockhart from Pioneer Title. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

 The Minutes of the  September 21, 2013 meeting were approved.  Vote 5-0.     

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

1. Ruth Wilson reported that Ralph Comey has submitted a bid of $3200 to do the surveys on 

the downtown buildings for potential placement on the Historic Register.  She has emailed 

Mr. Vonde at the State office, who hopes to have grant approval from the Federal level by 

the end of this month.  If approved, it should be available by April or May, so we need to get 

a grant request ready in the next couple of months. 

2. Hotel Arnold Report:  Update – Irma Bernal advised Ruth that Mr. Deutsch’s daughter 

contacted Long Realty to place the property for sale.  She wanted to know the effect of the 

grants given so far on any potential buyer.  Ruth explained that a buyer would not have to 

repay any of the grants unless he/she made changes to the structure or razed the structure.                                                                                                               

3. Barrio Report:  Gus is still trying to contact property owners.  Few are interested in 

participating so far.   

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

1. 7
th

 Street Cemetery:  Liz Brenner not present so nothing new reported. 

2. Apache Park Project:  No grants available at this time. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

1. See Item #1 above re bid by Ralph Comey. 

2. Approval of paint colors for the Oasis Court and Museum buildings.  Gerry Thompson stated 

that the Museum is not yet ready to choose colors or to paint.  Kim Lockhart from Pioneer 

Title showed members several bright, colorful photos of Kachinas, which they propose to 

paint on the building.  A motion was made to approve the colors and content, which was 

approved by a vote of 5-0. 

3.  Ruth advised that the State Conference (in June) is in Rio Rico this year.  She should know        

by February if there will be a grant available for members who wish to attend.  Ruth, Alwina 

Frega, and Gus Figueroa are each interested in attending. 

4. Next regular meeting to be scheduled for March 15, 2014 at 9 AM.  However, members 

Agreed to schedule a special meeting for January 25, 2014, to discuss the Hi-Wo Barrio 

property now owned by the Catholic Church in Benson. 

 

ADJOURNED:  Ruth Wilson called the meeting to a close at 9:50  a.m.  
 

 

 

 


