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THE JOINT WORK SESSION  
OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF BENSON, ARIZONA 

AND THE BENSON ARTS COMMISSION 
HELD JUNE 23, 2008 AT 6:00 P.M. 

AT CITY HALL, 120 W. 6TH STREET, BENSON, ARIZONA 
 

 MAYOR FENN 
OPENED THE MEETING AT 6:00 P.M WITH  

THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE. 
 

PRESENT WERE:  MAYOR FENN, VICE MAYOR KING, 
COUNCILMEMBERS LODZINSKI, McGOFFIN, SACCO, SUAGEE and TIPTON  

 
ALSO PRESENT WERE:  SYLVIA BURNSIDE, JUDITH FRANCIS and JANICE WRIGHT 

 
 

 
OLD BUSINESS:  
 

None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
 
1. Discussion regarding the Benson Arts Commission future goals with Facilitator Dale 

Erquiaga from the Arizona Commission on the Arts: 
 

Sylvia Burnside, Benson Arts Commission, addressed Council introducing Mr. Dale Erquiaga, 
from the Arizona Commission on the Arts.  Mr. Erquiaga stated he was made available as a 
consultant through grants from the State commission to local arts agencies to assist with planning, 
cultural inventories and other issues that a local arts agency may face.  Mr. Erquiaga then stated 
the Arts Commission has asked for the State Commission’s help in preparing for its next fiscal 
year with either a strategic plan or a cultural asset inventory.  Mr. Erquiaga stated after meeting 
with Council, he was scheduled to meet with the Arts Commission to further discuss the 
Commission’s future.  Mr. Erquiaga then addressed Council concerning the Arts Commission and 
what other arts entities do in other places, helping define the Arts Commission’s goals.   
 
Mr. Erquiaga then spoke regarding Arts administration, Council’s role in determining the 
expectations of the commission.  Mr. Erquiaga then spoke of the three main functions arts 
commissions usually take a role in; providing arts services to the field, such as the creation of a 
website for information, calendaring functions and programs specifically for artists; direct 
programming to provide the delivery of arts events, such as a children’s art show or other events; 
and grantsmanship, giving grants to artists.  Mr. Erquiaga then stated he would like to hear from 
the Council concerning their thoughts and questions.   
 
Councilmember Suagee questioned the status of arts commissions in other cities; as far as their 
budgets go, with Mr. Erquiaga stating the amounts vary from very little to a hundred thousand 
dollars, depending on the size of the entity, the population and the goals.  Councilmember Suagee 
asked about a plan and a cultural asset inventory with Mr. Erquiaga stating the cultural asset 
inventory could be sponsored by the State Commission for approximately $1500.00 with the 
City’s contribution to be approximately $300.00.  Mr. Erquiaga then stated a City arts plan could 
also be completed in the new fiscal year, but would require the Arts Commission obtaining 
additional funding through the Council or other sources in the amount of approximately $5,000.  
Mr. Erquiaga stated these would be dependent on Council’s direction for the Arts Commission. 
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Vice Mayor King then spoke stating it would probably be best to complete the cultural asset 
inventory in the new fiscal year, stating it would be a good first step to help Council and the Arts 
Commission decide what functions the Arts Commission would play a role in.  Vice Mayor King 
stated he would like to include the surrounding areas. 
 
Councilmember McGoffin stated she felt Benson’s tax dollars need to represent Benson, with 
functions and events being held in the City, with functions and events not held in the City being 
supported with donations or fundraising. 
 
Councilmember Sacco asked if other Cities’ arts commissions raised other funds with Mr. 
Erquiaga stating some entities do hold fundraising events or have fees for events, such as arts 
festivals and children’s art shows, or hold traditional fundraising events such as a dinner event or 
a carwash.   
 
Councilmember Lodzinski asked for Mr. Erquiaga to explain the cultural asset inventory.  Mr. 
Erquiaga stated the cultural asset inventory is a list that consists of educational art programs, 
private art programs, individual artists, galleries, cowboy poets, local quilting society and other 
assets in the community.  Councilmember Lodzinski stated he felt this would be a good place for 
the Arts Commission to start and that he would like to see some events here, such as an “Arts in 
the Park” event and for the Arts Commission to work with the Chamber of Commerce with the 
“Christmas on Main Street” event. 
 
Councilmember Suagee then asked what would be involved with the meetings for the cultural 
asset inventory.  Mr. Erquiaga stated the process starts with a City Hall meeting for the public to 
come and answer questions regarding assets, then over a course of two days, a facilitator conducts 
a series of interviews to include Council, the parks and recreation staff, local churches, school 
communities, etc. and then reports back with finding and possible opportunities for the arts 
commission.  The State Commission then requires this in the form of a written report that 
includes the formal plan and goals of the Arts Commission.  Councilmember Suagee then stated 
the key is that Council needs to guide the Arts Commission after the inventory is completed, with 
Mr. Erquiaga stating communication between the Arts Commission and Council is important with 
the Arts Commission advising Council and Council establishing policy for the Arts Commission. 
 
Mayor Fenn clarified the funding from the State Commission is available for the cultural asset 
inventory with Mr. Erquiaga stating the application process is due between July 1, 2008 and May, 
2009 and that Ms. Burnside has been in contact with the State Commission regarding the process.  
Mayor Fenn then stated he understood Councilmember McGoffin’s concerns of keeping the tax 
dollars in Benson, but acknowledged that we have a valley-wide community and that, from time 
to time, an event such as featuring a local art gallery outside of the City limits would still benefit 
the Arts Commission. 
 
Discussion was then had regarding the funding of arts entities with the budget process and the 
impact of the economy.  Mr. Erquiaga stated normally funding through State and local entities 
went down, but many funds are from foundations that are not tied to the economy.  Discussion 
was then had regarding tax deductible donations to the Arts Commission.  City Attorney Thomas 
Benavidez stated the City could not state donations were tax deductible unless the organization 
was formed as a tax exempt organization, which was not done. 
 
Vice Mayor King stated he would like to see the artists participate in the “Christmas on Main 
Street”, with their art displayed.  Councilmember McGoffin stated the Arts Commission could 
also work with the Valley Crafters and the craft shows they sponsor twice a year. 
 
Vice Mayor King stated the cultural asset inventory and a plan need to be completed to assist the 
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Council and Commission in determining the functions, goals and policies of the Arts 
Commission.  Councilmember Suagee agreed the cultural asset inventory is a good step for the 
Arts Commission to take and then Council could meet with the Arts Commission.  
Councilmember Suagee then stated there were contingencies in the City’s budget to be used with 
Council’s approval that could possibly be used to assist the Arts Commission for other Council 
approved events or functions. 
 
Mr. Erquiaga then addressed Council thanking them for their time and commending them for 
creating an Arts Commission.  Mr. Erquiaga stated the Commission had very diligent, dedicated 
members on the Commission. 
 
Mayor Fenn then thanked Mr. Erquiaga for his presence and wished the Arts Commission well in 
proceeding with their projects.   

     
COUNCIL DIRECTIVES: 
  

None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  
 

Councilmember McGoffin moved to adjourn at 6:37 p.m.  Seconded by  
Councilmember Tipton.  Motion passed 7-0. 

 
 

________________________________ 
Mark M. Fenn, Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
____________________________ 
Vicki L. Vivian, City Clerk 


